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Dut y on Automobiles

tariff on automobiles we will have to reduce
the tariff on many other articles that enter
into their construction; the tarifl items are so
inter-related that when a change is made in
one an adjustment of others becomes neces-
sary. This only goes to show that a protec-
tive tariff is like a malignant disease. When
it once becomes rooted in the country it
spraads and permeates other lines of business,
with tbe resuit that every industry except the
farming industry begins to ask for protection.
Ncw, in the case of a human being the only
way to get rid of a malignant disease is to
eut it out, and cut it out early. So I say that
in the case of a protective tariff on automo-
biles, or any other industry, the only way to
get ,rid of it is to cut it out root and brancb-
eut it out early and do away with protection.

But I wish to refer particularly to the man-
ner in wbicb the automobile industry affect.-
the constituency wbich I bave the honour ta
represent, the constituency of Willow Bunch
This constituency extends for sometbing like
10G miles along tbe northern Montana boun-
dary line. Twenty years ago it was notbing
but a bald prairie; it was flot even surveyed.
In the year 1908 it was opened for home-
stead entry but not until about the year 1911,
that is 15 years ago, did the cultivation of
tbe land begin. Now we bave two lines of
railway traversing this constituency. We bave
our little towns, our churches, our schools,'
our hospitals, and our telephone lines radiat-ing throughout, the country; and for the last
five years this constituency bas expnrted more
wheat and better wbeat tban any other alec-
toral district in western Canada. We also
have 100 miles of railway traversing the con-
stituency, and this stretch of railway ships
more wheat from the producer than any other
line of equal extent in the world. 1 simply
mention these facts to show the House tbat
tbe soit of Willow Bunch is fitted for tbe
growth of wheat, and tbat the climatic con-
ditions are ideal for the growth of gond wheat.
The people who live witbin flfteen or twenty
miles of the railway bave mostly ail the land
under cultivation, and a few years since-
some seven or eigbt years agn-when we were
told by our Conservative friends that the
farmers in the country to the south were pros-
pering, many of our settiers lef t their farme
?ý went down there. Unfortunataly, as a
resuit, they went broka. Some of their neigb-
bours here in Canada are helping to bring
them back. They are coming back again now.
The streamn bas turned northward. Now we
have immigrants coming into our country and
settling there. Just in this connection I may
say tbat at ona of our meetings in the last
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election we heard from Conservative orators
how bard up our farmers were. Seated in the
audience were aight of thase people who had
returned fromn the south, and how they must
have laughied wben they heard how prosperous
the farmers were in the country from which
tbey bad just coma. As I say, thesa people
are returning to that district and trying to
make homes thera. The settlers ivho remained
during the last tbree or four years are going
ahead and becoming a happy, prosperous and
contented people. That is the best asset that
any cnuntry can have.

There is, however, another portion of this
cnnstituancy which lies twenty, tbirty, forty,
yes, sixty miles away from the market along-
the bnundary lina of Montana. Things are
different there; the settlers are ton far away
from the market. These people went into that
country some flfteen years ago and settled
thera. The promise was made to them that a
railway would ha built right away. The war
broke out and tbey did flot get the promised
raihvay. In 1923 a bill was introduced in this
House to build what was known as the Fife
lake extension of the Canadian National rail-
way. We know what bappened to that bill.
It was dafeated in the Senate, and tha settlers
did not get the much lnoked for railway. In
consequence of the defeat of this bill the
Canadian National have given up the idea
of building into that section. The Canadian
Pacific, hnwever, are beginning ta show signa
nf extending a lina into the district, and the
people are anxious to sea prngress made with
it in the hope that they may bave a railway
in the near future. Originally the people who,
live at that distance from the railway startcd
ta raise cattie, as the hon. member for Mar-
quette (Mr. Mullins) said this afternoon. But
when they did that 99 per cent of them went
broke, and of recent years they have gone
into raising wheat. Nevertheleas anynne who
is engaged in farming knows that men cannat
farm and raise wheat twenty, thirty, forty,
fifty and aven sixty miles from *a rail-way;
it is imrpossible to do it. They are making
a 'living and getting aiong, but it is mnst
essenfrial that -thase people should have motor
trucks in order tn ha able ta baul their wheat
to market. We find as we travel from ane
of these towns tn the south that we will meet
proaebly twenty, tbirty, fnrty, and aven one
hundred motor trucks hauling wheat to the
tnwn. But these people coma into contact
with Amerîcan farmers and tbey find that a
truck which coets $800 in the United States
cannot be bought for lesa than approximately
$1,200 in Canada; and an automobile which
casts in the neigblbourhood of $1,500 in Can-


