
COMMONS
Ocean Shipping Rates

other critics say, "Australia has failed in its
steamsbîip venture." Perhaps it bas, but per-
haps il did not, have the efficient manage-
ment which we have and which would ensure
our consolidated steamship lines being a pay-
ing proposition. My further answer ta that is
that we have accomplished it so far as the
Canadian Pacific ds concerneýd. They cau
handie a steamship lina and succeed, and I arn
quite confident il could be successful'ly isandled
in connection with tise ronsolidated national
lines.

Mr. PITNAM: Ail government owned?

Mr. MACLEAN (York): Ail government
ownad. aissolutely. There is another critioism
of this course, namnely, Ihat if we had oaly
one road dn this country we would not be
able ta isandie the labour usnions. Well, tisaI
objection disappears when you take inta con-
sideration the fact thal the hrothorisoods af
to-day, while they do deal with two roads,
are uaited. They xviii be united, and I arn
confident that Ihere xviii be no trouble in that
connection. There has been no trouble since
the Canadian Pacifie acisievad ils success and
since the Canadian National started. The
resuit bas been better service, and tisat would
be the case under the new status.

The question may he asked: How could
this be done-it is an enormnous proposition.
Tise common stock of tise Canadian Pacific
Raiiway Company, which is rea'iiy the only
thing you have to consider, is vaiued at about
$300,000.000 and to-day it is paying ten per
cent. That common stock could ha chang-ed,
perisaps, into a five per cent debenture carry-
iag ne voting power, which would sal at 120
or 130 in a rnarket like that to-day; il would
be one of the great securities of the worid.
By proceeding in that fashion there would ha
no great cornmiimenî, upon the country-
nolising like wisat is invoivad in the proposql
naw before the flouse for thea creation of a
staamsisip service.

I want ta refer ta some af the advantagas
that would corne from this consolidation. I
have spoken about thse unnecessary compeli-
lion of tivo uines when one uine would do.
There is also lise unnecessary compelitian in
getting and retaining business. Doas any-
body know what the cost of the personnel
to canvass for railroad freights in this country
îs? fias anybody any ides af the law coats
in cennectien w'ith two big systerna, one
flghting- the other? fias anybody an idea of
the cost of the propaganda lisat these two
roads are now spending their rnoney on?
Praclicaliy ail that would disappear under tise
svstem. Soe men migist be put out of arn-
ployment, but these men couid he taken care
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af as regards their wages and stili great sav-
ing couid be made. Ail I arn urging is tisat
the govarnrnent take Ibis int consideration;
I arn simpiy tisrowing- out the suggestion in
ordar that the people may be seized af tise
fact thal it is within the realrn ai possibility.
It would be an ultimata solution of aur trans-
portation problem bath by xvater and by land
for ail lime ta corne. Are xve ta continue
our present foolish over-competition as ha-
îtveen these two uines, at enormeus expanse?
Are we ta continue building unnecessary
lines? I attended the confarence wisere the
propesal came up in connaction wits a rail-
way outiet from tise Peace river country.
Aller a great deal ai taik tisera, and aller il
had heen suggestcd that aitisar tise Canadian
Pacifie or the Canadian N_ýational or both,
'shouid build into that country, tise confer-
ecc at iast gel xvise-the Minister of Rail-
ways (Mr. Graham) and tihe premiers of tisa
visiting provinces who discussed tise question
aIl spoke oi ana tising, namely, thse neessity
for co-operation nnd tise cutting doxvn ai un-
nccessary expense with tise ultimateoabject
of rcduicin.- freight rates and getting better
service. Thse people are sick and tired ai thse
unnecessary railroads wve have in Canada la-
day and of tise suggestion tisat they are ta
be increqsed and extended for generations ta
corne. LaI us stop ail that.

Many other saviags couid ba accomplisised;
I hsave not lime la mention tisem now. But
]et me say just isere tisa lise decision of this
flouse yesterday marks a nexv ara in thse
isistory ai aur country. Aller a great deal
ai discussion lthe Hous.e ai Cemmons decided
lisat tisey would begin-and properly sa-
la consider the question oi conslitutîonal
amendment as tise rigist of Ibis flouse. 1
say tisat xvas ona of thea most significant
things tisaI ever took place in Ibis country,
and an aven more significant thing would be
ta decide upon lise consolidation of aur rail-
way linos and lise taking over af tise steam-
sbip lines of the~ Canadian Pacifie. tisus net
only effecting great saving of money but also
increasing hy tisrea-fold tise efflciency of aur
transportation syslem.

Noxv I want ta coma back ta lise slaamsisip
combine. 1 arn tld tisaI my good aid friand
Aimé Geoffrion is coming isera ta present tise
tise casa ai tise Norths Atlantic Sisipping Con-
ference. TisaI "conferance" is a great word.
Il reminds me a good deal ai tise evangalicai
attitude ai men like Gladstone and John
Brighst in tise old days wisen tisey wera speak-
rng against lise opium evil. Tisat saine atti-
tude sooms ta ha adopted by tisese-I shahl
not cail tisem pirates, bt t iey are prelty
nearly tisat if wve are ta balieve bal ai what


