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divide the clty into several stations, and
three or four more post offices wlll probably
be required ln the city. Applications are
now ln for three more. So that even If rural
postal delivery cornes, post offices wlll be
requlred. Wé cannot have delivery wltbout
some place for sortlng and distributlng the
mails. Therefore 1 thlnk the motion of the
bon. member for East York Is nlot one that
sbould receive the sanction of the House.

Mr. SCHIELL. This discussion seems to
have gone aiong the line of post offices,
whereas in the case of Bowmanville as well
as tbe case of Alexandria the accommodation
for the customse office has aiso to be taken
Into account. I understand from the hon.
member for West Durhamn (Mr. Beitb) tbat
the revenue derived at Bowmanvilie from
the post office and the customs office to-
gether amounts to about $15,0O0 a year. So
far as the town of Alexandria Is concerned,
I may mention that when our Importations
corne in from. tbe United States, we neyer
know wbetnier tbey corne by way of Smtb's
Falls, Cornwall, or Montreal. Sometimes
for weeks and months we are unable to get
our customns returns. So that this expendi-
ture Is flot alone for post office purposes, but
ls aiso for tbe convenience of the public in
tbe matter of a custom office.

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS. 1
do nlot tbink rny bon. frlend. for East York
Is ln earnest ln making this motion.

Mr. MACLEAN. I beg pardon. I neyer
was more ln earnest in my life.

Mr. FRASER. That may prove notblng.

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
The hon. member may be riglit ; but If lie
wlshes to get a fair expression of opinion
frorn this House ln regard to the poiicy of
rural dellvery, hoe bas taken the very course
wbicb any one would take wbo was opposed
to It ; because under the present circumstan-
ces members will be cornpelled. to vote
against the motion no matter wbat their
vlew rnay be. The hon, gentleman Is ex-
perlenced enough ln the House to know that
that mnust be the resuit of bis action at the
present tirne.

Mr. HUGHEES (Victoria). 'I just rise to
correct a statement which was madelu re-
gard to the Bowmanvllle post office. My re-
collection Io most distinct tbat It: was made
an Issue ln tbe last election. Unless my
hon. frlend frorn West Durbam was safely
caged away or knew notblng of wbat was
golng on, 1 can assure blrn that Le mnust
bave known that the Bowmanville post
office was used throughout the lengtb and
breadtb of that town for one nlgbt at al
events before bis election.

Mr. BENNETT. It was Cap. Sullivan tbe
nlgbt before.

Mr. MACLEAN. Tbere may be a rigbt
way of proceeding witb tbls matter, and
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tbere may be a wrong way ; but I arn tak-
Ing advantage of tbe present situation to
ask tbe representatives of the people ln this
House to-nlght to put tbemselves on record
as against tbis expenditure of public money,
wblch is not in the public lnterest, but, go
far as we cau gather, is for the payrnent of
political dlaims. I arn quite withln my right
Iu proposing to divide the Houge on this
great issue. There Is no question before
the people to-day that interests them so
much as the question of rural postal de-
livery. The farmers are awake to it, and
I arn an old euougb member of the House to
seize tbis opportunity to briug it before tbe
people, and 1 intend to put bon. gentlemen
on record on the question. I intend to make
tbern say wbetber they are lu faveur of
tbese extravagant expenditures for post
offices, or wbetber, like me, they prefer to
see the public money put into that experi-
ment of rural postal delivery. Have tbey
seen wbat it; amounts to lu the United
States to-day ? Tbe expendîture is away
up lu the millions ; but lu tbe benefits It:
confers on the people, it bas completeiy
cbauged 11f e lu tbe rural districts of tbe
United States. Tbese postal routes are be-
ing estabiislied lu tbat country for $500
aplece on the average. Look how we are
expeuding public mouey for the deiivery of
the mails in tbis country. I know routes
wbicb are costing $500 or $600 for a poor
service for four or five post offices, when, if
tbe same money were spent on tbe modern
plan, it would give the people ten tirnes tbe
accommodation. There 15 only one way to
briug these questions before the public, and
bon. gentlemen are up agaiust a great issue.
it may be a boit from tbe blue, but It: is lu
the right direction, and 1 ask tbem to say
whetber they are in faveur of rural delivery
or lu faveur of spendlng public money ou
tbese country post offices.

Hon. Mr. ROSS (Victoria, N.S.) Tbis is a
very important question, and it bas assumed
a very curious shape. But speakmng serlous-
ly, if you want a sucoessful rural delivery,
you must bave a proper place from wbicb
thiat delivery can take place. You must
bave modern post offices from whlch rural
delivery rnay take place, and when the hon.
member is advocating rural delivery hie is
at the same time going against It when lie
does not advocate the building of proper
post offices from wblcb this delivery rnay be
made.

Mr. BOYD. As seconder of the resolution
of tbe bon. member for East York (Mr. Mac-
lean), I wlsh to say that I arn beartily iu
accord witb bis proposition to establisb
rural mail deiivery. There Is no question
to-day whicb. Is eugaging tbe attention of our
farmers to a greater exteut. It is only
those who bave considerable lutercourse
wlth the farmers and wbo go jmoug tbemi
wbo cau understand tbe great benefits that
sucb a dellvery would confer on our agricul-
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