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from this side of the river to the United
States in search of employment finds him-
self denied employment. That I have known
to be true in the case of Mr. DuBarry the
officer of the United States government at
Buffalo. But, failing to conivet him for an'
offence under this Act for simply going over
there to get work, they come at 'him in this
way. If he returns home to his family on
a Saturday and remains over Sunday, they
say when lie goes into the United States
again that he lias entered in pursuance of
a contract previously made. The point I
wish to press on the First Minister Is this.
that in the event of any negotiations taking
place between his Government and that of
the United States, which I think would be
right and proper. I think the interpretation
of the law which the United States oflicers
have placed on the Act itself ought to be
brought more partieularly to the attention of
the United States Government; and, unless
there is soie spirit of hostility. which I
would fain believe does not exist in the
United States. against this country. I think
some good iiglit be (one - in that direction.
Wliat we are aiming at is not the existence
of the law in the Vnited States against any
other nation : because it is not enaeted in
any spirit of retaliation againct Canada--
it is enacted against the whole world : and
if we could represelit to the Goverunient
at Washington that that harsli interpreta-
tion is not the proper one-as. apart from my
own judgment. I an informed by many
Amnericans with whomn I have tilked on
this subject that it is not-this Government
would be accomplishing a desirable purpose
without enacting legislation., whiel I admit
would be attended with a great deal of dift-
culty. With regard to the amendment which
the hon. member for South Leeds says has
been enacted by the United States Congress.
I saw the saie authority that lie has re-
ferred to. that is. the newspaper report :
but I did not know that the law lhad heen
passed. If it lias. so inueli the worse : but
It does not render any more difficult the task
which I hunbly suggest the leader of the
Governnient might undertake in his negotia-
tions witl the Washineton Government
That this is a serlous matter to all of us
is admitted. That is shown by the report
alluded to by my hon. friend who introduced
the Bill. The serious part of it is that many
lundreds of workingmuen have left this coun-
try and becone citizens of the United States
by compulsion. I can only express again
my gratification that the leader of the Gov-
ernment lias been so favourably inpressed
with the spirit of this Bill. and I eau em-
nend the course of the lion. member for
South Leeds as one likely to meet the sense
of the whole louse and country.

Mr. McCLEARY. Mr. Speaker. I sincere-.
ly hope that the Bill which my hon. friend
from South Leeds (Mr. Taylor) has intro-
duced to-night will not be side-tracked. as It
has been in former years. and our working-
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men and artisans still continued in the humi-
liating position of being refused a day's
work in the United States, while Undted
States workingmen and artisans are allowed
the free use of our country to obtain work.
I represent a county which is, I presume.
affected by this question as much if not
more than any other county in the Do-
minion. Not only are our workingmen and
artisans refused admitt:ance to the United
States-that ·is not the grievance of which
we so nuch complain : but the work which
our workingmen and niechanies should have
is taken from them by the contractors and
workingmen who cone across from the
city of Buffalo or the city of Niagara
Falls, and work during the day and cross
over to fthe United States again at niglit.
while our mechanies are denied any similar
opportunity among our neiglibours. I should
be sorry to have to go back to ny con.-ti-
tuents and tell them that I had sat lu a
Canadian Parlianent which had refused to
give to our workingmen the protection to
which ·they are entitled in this regard. I
just rise to say that I hope this matter will
not be dilly-dallied with or delayed. but
that our workingnen and mechanies shall
receive at the hands of this Parlianent the
consideration which they have a right to
expeet.

Mr. MACDONALD (Winnipeg). It was my
intention to have spoken at considerable
length on this subjeet. for It is one on
which I feel so strongly that had not muy
lion. friend from South Leeds (Mr. Taylor)
introduced this measure. I should have felt
it my duty to have introduced one coueh.d
in similar terms. As the hon. member for
West Assiniboia (M'r. Davin) lias pointed
out. this is not a. question that affects mere-
ly border counties. but it also has a ver-
great effect on any place that is a railwa.
centre. even thouglhit may be renoved
many miles from the border. For instance-
take the constitueney I represent. the city
of Winnipeg. Fromn that city the Northern
Pacifie Railway runs to the Vnited States.
At first the Canadians and Americans em-
ployed on that line ln' variois capacities
as conductors. locomotive engineers or other-
wise. iad exactly the same riglits and were
treated in exaetly the same inanner. But
now the Canadians find thenselves heavily
handicapped; for. while the Americanîs are
allowed to atake any 'train that may be
given them. whethier in the United States
or Canada. the Canadians. while allowed
to cross the line. are only allowed to do
so under such disadvantageous conditions
as render it almost impossible for them to
do the work. You eau hardly understand
what a feeling of discontent such a state of
affairs arouses and mnust continue to arouse
if it is allowed to exist for any length of
tine. I was glad to hear my hon. friend
the First Minister say that lie agreed to
a very great extent with the spirit of tli
mensure we are now eonsidering ; although
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