1884

; 1083

sures probably pot inferior to-those on Vancouver Island
itself, afford the best evidence that there are very large coal
fields‘outside of the field proposed to be given to this Com:
pany. In Queen Charlotte Island, there are coal measures not
1nferior to those of Vancouver Island itself, so that there is
really no danger of a2 monopoly. But I'would ask what
possible good is it to Canada or to British Columbin to have

the most inexhaustible coal fields if they are not operated,

if they are to remain for the next fifty years as they have
remained for the last fifty years, practically without being
operatod. They are of no value to any person if they are

not operated, and the statement of my hon. friend from:

New Westminster;that they have not been operated becaunse
they have been kept under reservation by the Dominion
Government, falls completely to the, ground when we re-
member how long a period it was before there was any such
reservation.
that reservation altogether, and yet, with the offer of all
these advantages, of all this area —and itis not a very large
area of valuable land, except as regards minerals, although
large in extent, because its character is 8o rocky and moun-
tainous as to prevent its having anything like the value
that would likely attach to such a large territorial
area. The very fact that when that reservation was
removed, not only all the land here offered, but a larger
quantity, went begging and no person could be indaced to
take it up; the fact that all these capitalists of San Fran-
cixco, all these gentlemen connected with other railways,
who were perfectly aware of the advautages offered, would
not undertake the coustruction of the roud: the fact that
the Government of British Columbia wers incapable of con
structing it, is the best cvidence that there is not much
strength in the objections offered to these resotutions. Mr.
Clements who had undertaken this work,was obliged to for-
feit his deposit because, with a still larger area of land than
this, ho could not obtain capitalists to go with him into
the work. I do not accept the very ingenioms suggestion
of thehon, member for Nanaimo (Mr. Gordon), who inti-
mates that was donein the interest of Mr. Huntington. Had
it been so done, there would have been somebody el&e, not.in
the interests of Mr, Huntington, who would have only been
too glad to take Mr.Clements’ place, because it was a matter of
notoriety that the British Columbia Government were offer-
ing all these advantages, and offering them in vain. I quite
agree with the opinion expressed,that it isimportant to know
where the capital is to come from, and who are the parties
that are going to control the work; and what is the resuit?
The fact that Mr. Crocker is connected with the Southern
Pacific Railways, and is in a position to requirec a large
amount of coal for the consumption of those roads, is tl_le
greatest possible advantage in our haviog him interested in
the development of these mines. What takes place at pres-
ent? Mr. Dansmauir furnishes Mr. Crocker now 4,000 tons
of cosl per month, from Vaneouver Island. Mr. Crocker’s
consumption is 33,000 tons per month, over 1,000 tons per
day, and nothing will tend more to the development of our
coal industry, than to have a'man who requires this great
quantity, and has to look elsewhere to get the greater part
of it, who has to look to Australia, to England, and
has even to take the inferior coal of Seattle, froml
the adjoining territory of the United States. It is of
the greatest advantage to us to have him interested in obtain-
ing his whole supply from our territory, and thus giving
employment to miners and expending capital in the develop-
ment of our coal industry. So far from regarding that as
an objection, I regard it as an advantage. I entirely agreein:
the observation of my hon. friend, that it would have been
better if the Oanadian Pacific Railway had constructed this
line. When I was in British Columbia, three years ago, 1
took every means to collcct all the information I could and
to'use all’ the influence I had with the Camadian Pacific
Raitway; to getthiem totake this offer of all’ this land and all’
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i he Government of British Columbia removed

this coal, and go into the work of constructingthe road.
Having examined it most carefally and attentively, they
refased to take up this line from Nanaimo to Bsquimalt.
They did not consider it necessary for their enterprise, for
the reason that the Burrard Inlet terminus, whatever may
be said by hon. gentlemen in this House, is known, on the
most undoubted authority, 1o bo a most admirable terminus
and admirable harbour, suitable for tho larsest ships that
cross the ocean from China and Japan, and s terminus
that will, in every way, answor the purposes of the
road. No doubt, & great many of the passengers coming
over the Canadan Pacific Raiway will go down to Nan-
aimo and avail themselves of that road, and I. believe,
whoever may have capital invested in its construction will
be only too glad to invite all the traffic they can get over
the Canadian Pacific Railway, or from any other place, to
make their venture a profitable one. The House will hardly
believe that the hon. member for New Westminster was
serious when he proposed a change in the site of the
Graving Dock. Tam glad to be ablo to give to my hon.
friend who has taken his seat the information ho roquired as
to the expenditure on the Graving Dock, to the 31st D:-
cember last. It amounted to $187,136.68, and 1 hardly
think any person will seriously propose that, after having
made that expenditure upon the site selected by the Govern-
ment of British Columbia, and aftor that site has been ap.
proved by the Imperial authorities—and the best evidence
that they approved of the site was that they agreed to give
£50,000 sterling to complete the werk on thut site—we will
hardly be disposed to tear up that Graving Dock and earry
it away, even for the purpose of securing such au adwmirable
site ay would be fhund at Barrard Inlet. Tho whole cost is
estimated, as nearly as can be uccertained, at about
$665,000.
Mr. BLAKE. And the Imperial expenditure ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. No, from thiat'you dedudt the
£50,000 to be received from the Imperial Government, or
$243,000 in round numbers, and you have about 122,000 as
the cost to us of the work, from the beginning tothe end. I
may say that, as regards the ingenious theory by which
Mr, Huntington is going to stop all the traffic from Austra-
lia and all the traffic from England, for the purpose of car-
rying wheat by a trans-continental line of railway from
San Francisco to New York, there cannot be any very great
danger of that enterprise being undertaken. Why, at this
moment the difficulty the coal mining measure of Vancou-
ver Island has had, is the fact that in San Francisco they buy
no coal from Vancouver Island; because it is an enormous
wheat growing country, the wheat fields require a large
amount of shipping from Engiand, and the ships which
carry away tKe wheat bring out coal as ballast and
throw it into the market at a very cheaP rate.
They have there the coal from Australia as well, and I
think that the only means by which they can shut oat
that opposition is to get possession of the cosl measures
of Vancouver Island, which will farnish s0 much coal
that they will stop all the trade by tho Cape and Aus-
tralia, and will involve the putting down of coa‘l:at.;uf sufl-
ciently reasonable rate to sait the Canadian Pacific Railway
or anybody else for anything they require. I am glad to
know the Canadian Pacific Railway will not' bo dependent
on even Vancouver Island for their coal; that, during the
past seasons, every day’s exploration of the countryhas
proved the existente of enormous cosal measures of the most
valuable description, lying in the neighbourhood of the bise
of the Rocky Mountains, for the operation of railways.” Ido
not think; therefore, that more could have been dotfe, or
that more is required, in regard to the protection, thiaif the
‘clause which provides that, whatever they sell cdsl, for from
‘the coal mines of Vancouver Island to &bsrﬁos ouiside, they

‘are competled to sell to the Domidfon Government] and’ to



