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I return from Europe profoundly encouraged by the extent to which my purposes are shared by a
community of other leaders . Therefore I would like to confirm tonight my intention to travel to
Japan, to consult Prime Minister Nakasone in Tokyo next Saturday .

Japan's association with the Williamsburg Declaration last May, in which the leaders of the industri-
alized democracies agreed to devote our full political resources to reducing the threat of war, expresses
both the resonance of history and the reality of the present day . My visit there will bear witness to the
indivisibility of global security in the nuclear age .

I can also announce that, in addition to the consultations under way with the United States, I have
initiated consultations with the Soviet Union and with China - two nuclear powers upon which much
depends .

I look forward to taking an active part in the discussion of peace and security issues at the New Delhi
meeting of Commonwealth heads of government, where I will be heading after Japan . I look forward
particularly to consultations with Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on the matter of non-proliferation, and
on her perspective, as current chairman of the council of non-aligned nations, on the linkage between
disarmament and development .

I am encouraged by this momentum, and heartened by the response . But I am also well aware that
critics of my initiative have difficulty in grasping this step-by-step approach. Some would prefer the
passionate embrace of an unattainable ideal . Others are paralyzed by the complexities of the issues
in play . I believe that peace must be waged steadily, with caution and with realism . We must work
with due respect for the fragility of political trust, for the importance of building carefully, for the
need to search out common ground on which to stand .

The imperative of political action is made all the more urgent by the pace of conflict and confrontation,
which threatens to overtake our ability to understand what is happening, and our capacity to manage it .

Let me remind you that when Alfred Nobel invented dynamite in 1867 he believed that the prospect
of its military application was so awesome that governments would be forced to live in peace . And yet
today we have long since lost the ability to comprehend the force of a nuclear blast in terms of any
comparison with traditional explosives .

Peace and security are not cold abstractions . Their purpose is to preserve the future of mankind, the
growth of the human spirit, and the patrimony of our planet .

The choice we face is clear and pressing. We can without effort abandon our fate to the mindless drift
toward nuclear war . Or we can gather our strength, working in good company to turn aside the forces
bearing down on us, on our children, on this Earth .

As for me, I choose to move forward, and I know I do so with your support .
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