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this article. Such declarations shall be deposited by the States Parties with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall transmit copies thereof 1o
the other States Parties. A declaration may be withdrawn at any time by
notification to the Secretary-General. Such a withdrawal shall not prejudice
the consideration of any matter which is the subject of a communication
already transmitted under this article; no further communication by any State
Party shall be reccived after the notification of withdrawal of the declaration
has been received by the Secretary-General, unless the State Party concerned
has made a new declaration.

Article 42

1. (a) If a matter referred to the Committee in accordance with
article 41 is not resolved to the satisfaction of the States Parties concerned, the
Committee may, with the prior consent of the States Parties concerned,
appoint an ad hoc Conciliation Commission (hereinafter referred to as the
Commission). The good offices of the Commission shall be made available to
the States Parties concerned with a view to an amicable solution of the matter
on the basis of respect for the present Covenant;

(b) The Commission shall consist of five persons acceptable to the States
Parties concerned. If the States Parties concerned fail to reach agreement
within three months on all or part of the composition of the Commission, the
members of the Commission concerning whom no agreement has been
reached shall be elected by secret ballot by a two-thirds majority vote of the
Committee from among its members.

2. The members of the Commission shall serve in their personal
capacity. They shall not be nationals of the States Parties concerned, or of a
State not Party to the present Covenant, or of a State Party which has not
made a declaration under article 41.

3. The Commission shall elect its own Chairman and adopt its own
rules of procedure.

4, The meetings of the Commission shall normally be held at the
Headquarters of the United Nations or at the United Nations Office at
Geneva. However, they may be held at such other convenient places as the
Commission may determine in consultation with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations and the States Parties concerned.

5. The secretariat provided in acordance with article 36 shall also ser-
vice the commissions appointed under this article.

6. The information received and collated by the Committee shall be
made available to the Commission and the Commission may call upon the
States Parties concerned to supply any other relevant information.
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7. When the Commission has fully considered the matter, but in any
event not later than twelve months afier having been scized of the mater, it

shall submit to the Chairman of the Committee a report for communication
1o the States Parties concerned:

() If the Commission is unable to complete its consideration of the

matter wilhin_ twelve months, it shall confine its report to a brief statement of
the status of its consideration of the matter;

(b) lf an amicable solution to the matter on the basis of respect for
human rights as recognized in the present Covenant is reached, the Commis-

sion :h:ll confine its report to a brief statement of the facts and of the solution
reached;

(c). li: a solution within the terms of subparagraph (b) is not reached, the
Commission’s report shall embody its findings on all questions of fact rele-
vant to the issues between the States Parties concerned, and its views on the
possibilitics of an amicable solution of the matter. This report shall also

contain the written submissions and a record of the oral submissions made by
the States Parties concerned;

d) If }he Commission’s report is submitted under subparagraph (), the
Sllal'cs Parties concerned shall, within three months of the recei ptofthe report,
notify the Chairman of the Commitiece whether or not they accept the
contents of the report of the Commission.

8. Thc provisions of this article are without prejudice to the
responsibilities of the Committee under article 41. '

9. The States Parties concerned shall share cqually all the expenses of
the members of the Commission in accordance with estimates 1o be provided
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

10. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be empowered
to pay the expenses of the members of the Commission, if necessary,

before reimbursement by the States Parties concerned, in accordance with
paragraph 9 of this article.

Article 43

. The 'mcmbcrs of the Committee, and of the ad hoc conciliation commis-
sions w!nf:h may be appointed under article 42, shall be entitled to the facil-
mcs,_ privileges and immunities of experts on mission for the United Nations
as laid down in the relevant sections of the Convention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the United Nations.
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