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2. The Contracting Parties also under-
take to refrain from engaging in, encouraging
or authorizing, directly or indirectly, or in any
way participating in the testing, use, manu-
facture, production, possession or control of
any nuclear weapon.

Article 18. Explosions for peaceful purposes

1. The Contracting Parties may carry out
explosions of nuclear devices for peaceful
purposes — including explosions which in-
volve devices similar to those used in nuclear
weapons — or collaborate with third parties
for the same purpose, provided that they do so
in accordance with the provisions of this
article and the other articles of the Treaty,
particularly articles 1 and 5.

2. Contracting Parties intending to carry
out, or to co-operate in carrying out, such an
explosion shall notify the Agency and the
International Atomic Energy Agency, as far
in advance as the circumstances require, of
the date of the explosion and shall at the same
time provide the following information:

(a) The nature of the nuclear device and
the source from which it was obtained;

(b) The place and purpose of the planned
explosion;

(c) The procedures which will be fol-
lowed in order to comply with paragraph 3 of
this article;

(d) The expected force of the device, and

(e) The fullest possible information on
any possible radioactive fall-out that may
result from the explosion or explosions, and
measures which will be taken to avoid danger
to the population, flora, fauna and territories
of any other Party or Parties.

3. The General Secretary and the techni-
cal personnel designated by the Council and
the International Atomic Energy Agency
may observe all the preparations, including
the explosion of the device, and shall have
unrestricted access to any area in the vicinity
of the site of the explosion in order to
ascertain whether the device and the proce-
dures followed during the explosion are in
conformity with the information supplied
under paragraph 2 of this article and the other
provisions of this Treaty.

4. The Contracting Parties may accept
the collaboration of third parties for the
purpose set forth in paragraph 1 of the

present article, in accordance with para-
graphs 2 and 3 thereof.

Source: Treaty Series, Vol. 634 (United Na-
tions, New York).

Treaty on the prohibition of
the emplacement of nuclear
weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction on the seabed
and the ocean floor and in the
subsoil thereof (Seabed Treaty)

Signed at London, Moscow and Washington,
D.C., on 11 February 1971; entered into
force on 18 May 1972.

Excerpt:

Article I

1. The States Parties to this Treaty un-
dertake not to emplant or emplace on the
seabed and the ocean floor and in the subsoil
thereof beyond the outer limit of a seabed
zone, as defined in article II, any nuclear
weapons or any other types of weapons of
mass destruction as well as structures,
launching installations or any other facilities
specifically designed for storing, testing or
using such weapons.

2. The undertakings of paragraph 1 of
this article shall also apply to the seabed zone
referred to in the same paragraph, except that
within such seabed zone, they shall not apply
either to the coastal State or to the seabed
beneath its territorial waters.

3. The States Parties to this Treaty un-
dertake not to assist, encourage or induce any
State to carry out activities referred to in
paragraph 1 of this article and not to partici-
pate in any other way in such actions.

Source: Treaties and Other International Acts,
Series 7337 (U.S. Department of State, Wa-
shington, D.C., 1972).
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