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(Mr. Datcou, Romaniz)

The Romanian delegation alsc feels t.at the prevention o>f an arms race in outer
space and the prohibition of the use of scientific and tecnnological discoveries for
military purposes are important and priority subjects for our Committee's work. We
are convinced that the establishment of -a werking g-oup on outer space and the
organization of informal meetings, with the participation of experts, on new weapons
of mass destruction will provide us with valuable oppertunities to discuss these
subjects. The Romanian delegation would also like to welcome the decision taken this
morning to re-establish the Ad Hoc Working Group on a Comprehensive Programme of
Disarmament, under the chairmanship of His Excellency Ambassador alfonso Garciza Robles
of Mexico. The informal consultations which are to take place will, we are sure,
enable the Committee to start its substantive work on this subject next year-wiin

tetter procpecis,

CD/PV.175
20

(Mr. Tian Jin, China)

III. The question of the prevention of an arms race in outer space. The
threat to world peace and sccurity poscd by the development of wcapons used in
outer space is causing increasing concarn among the world community. The two
superpowers are sparing no expense in the developacnt of military technology for
use in outer space, and the aras race betwsen thea is steadily extending to
outer space. As is known, at present only the two Superpowers have the means
to test, deploy and use weapons in outer siage, and it stands to reason that
they should undertakc thz resoonsibility fo the prevention of an arms race in
outer space. People should be vigilant agcinst the practice in some quarters }
of paying lip service to “the penceful use of outsr soace™ while actually
steppingz up the development of various types of weapons uscd in outer space.

China firmly advocatcs that outer spaci be uzad for peaceful purposes and
for -the good of all mankind ané strongly oppeses the arms race in outer space,
which ‘endangars peace and sccurity. Cons:juently, it stands for thc prohibition
of all outer space eapons, including anti-satcllite weapons. We are in favour
of the establizhment of 2 working group on this subject. VWita regard to the
mandate of this working group, it should. in our view, be ths negotiation of a
comprenensive treaty on the prohibition of outer space weapons.
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(Mr. de lz Gorce, France)

The last item on our agendz -- the new item, on the subject of outer
space ~- has already given risc to statements of substance. Many delegations,
including our own, are in favour of the establisnment of a working group.

Yo are also in favour of the starting of consultations on the terms of the

mandate of such 2 group. YWe should 2lso like discussions on the substance

of the question to continue so as to shed nore lizht on the various aspects
of this very complcex issue.



