
in Poland on December 13, 1981 and the
regulations made under it have, as the
Prime Minister of my cauntry stated on
December 30, further defaced the aiready
battered vision of a European order based
on respect for the obligations assumed
voluntariiy by governments under the
Final Act of Helsinki. The situation in
Poland cails into particular question the
commitment of Polish autharities ta the
principle gaverning respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms. and ta
that of equal rights and self-determinatian
af peoples. Aîthough, as I said in Novem-
ber 1980, human rights are open ta vary-
ing interpretations, the Final Act does
require agreement on certain concepts
and on the inherent dignity of the human
persan.

As signataries ta the Helsinki Final
Act wie agreed, pursuant ta Principie VII1,
ta "respect human rights and fundamental
freedoms, including the freedom of
thought, conscience, religion or belief, for
ail without distinction as ta race, sex, Ian-
guage or religion". We alsa agreed ta
#"promate and encourage the effective
exercise of civil, politicai. economic,
social, cultural and, other rights and
freedoms ail of which derive from the
inherent dignity of the human persan
and are essentiai for his free and full
development"-

Helsinki commitmeflt forgotten
The commitment of the Polish govern-
ment ta fuifil its obligations under Prin-
cipie Vil has clearly been abandoned in
the events which have transpired in
Poiand since December 13, 1981.
Thousands of people have been interned,
simply for having been active in an
organization duiy recagnized by the
Pal ish courts- They have been charged
with no criminal offences. They are
simpiy being heid, being aiîowed minimal
contacts with their families and friends,
at the pleasure of the government. Whiie
it is true that some have been reieased,
those that have been set free have, in
most cases, paid a price for their liberty.
They have had ta sigi statements, which
in many cases involve renouncing their
membership if what is stili a legally-
recognized institution, even if its
activities have been suspended under the
terms of the martial law decrees. It is not
onîy those who have been interned who
are being forced ta sign such statements,
however; thousands of ordinary Poîish
citizens, under the threat of iosing their
jobs, are being similarIy coerced, as the
tentacles of the verification process

spread their way through the entire fabric
of Poiish society. These people are not
being permitted ta exercise their free will,
or the freedoms of thought and con-
science which their country's signature of
the Helsinki Final Act ought ta have
assured them. We have, in fact, a situation
in which the gaverning authorities of a
country which has advocated "the right
ta life in peace" has interned its own
people in an extended -state of war".

Principle VIII of the Helsinki Final
Act st ates that the participating statles
will respect the equai rights of peoples
and their right ta self-determination,
acting at ail times in conformity with the
purposes and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations and with the relevant
normns of international law, including
those relating ta territorial integrity of
states. By virtue of this principle, aIl
people always have the right, in full freie-
dam, ta determine, when and as they
wish, their internai and external political
status, without external interference, and
ta pursue as they wish their political, eco-
namic, social and cultural development.

At the time of the imposition of
martial law in Poland, nearly ten million
of the cauntry's work force of saine 14
million belonged ta "Solidarity". They
were supported in their efforts ta im-
prove the economic and social conditions
prevailing in Poland by their families and
f riends, by the million-strong membership
of Soiidarity and by millions of sympa-
thizers and admirers around the worid.
Their valiant efforts ta exercise their
right ta seif-determi nation gave us ai
hope in the power of the individuai ta
take his life in his own hands, ta loin
together wvith other like-minded indivi-
duais, and together ta build a better
future. These hopes were quashed on
December 13, 1981. The present Polish
autharities have not, despite ail their
efforts, been. able ta expiain ta aur satis-
faction why they acted as they did, where
the threat of civil war and anarchy came
f rom.

I aiso wish ta denaunce other restric-
tions imposed foilowing the deciaration
of martial law. Prior ta December 13, the

<Pal ish government had undertaken a
number of measures, specificaliy a
liberalization of passport regulations
which enabied more Polish citizens ta
travel abroad, many for the fi rst time. We
commended these steps on the part of the
Polish government which cleariy facilitat-
ed the freer movements and contacts,
individually and colIectively agreed ta in
the Human Contacts section of the Hel-

sinki Final Act. This.encouraging develoP'
ment wilas effectively guillotined on' F
December 13, and naw even private travel
ta Poland is virtually impossible. FamilY P
meetings, except in cases of grave ilmess Pr
or death, have been virtually halted. F

Information dissemination
As signatories ta the Helsinki Final Ac, 'nl
we agreed ta facilitate the freer and wider Pl
dissemination of information of ail kinds,
With the imposition of martial law, the
jamming of certain radio stations broad'i
casting inta Poland began, somne of li l
f rom anather cauntry. This actiOP Q
directly cantravenes the obligatia0 s
undertaken by Poland in the Third BasketB
of the Final Act, and is therefore entirely J
unacceptable.

Canada has stated on numerous o~C8 P
sians that Poland must be left ta resolv n
its palitical and social difficulties wîthout n
autside intervention. We believe firrly
that only the Pales themselves have the
right ta deterine their national destily '
- but it must.be aIl Pales, not just a sf18 11

ruling class.c
In his statement an December30

1981 the Prime Minister of Canada caled
for national reconciliation in Paland . M f
he put it, "Now is the time ta begiri the t
mavement towards compromise 8W r
renewal. Military rule cannet be a perr0' r

nent answer in Poland or in any othel'
country. Armies may command th
streets, but they cannot command thei
confidence of the people; that can OnlW
be earned through actions which engenWi
political assent The earnest desire of the
Canadian government is that the spiri
of reform will be allowed ta revive arn
aIl those forces in the society that
contribute ta a peacefui and canstrLlctiO
solution of Paland's probiems."

But time is moving on and patier'
wears thin. I therefore caîl for an ir
diate amelioratian of the situation whic
in addition to a genuine and visible nO
ment towards reconciliation, would
clude the lifting of martial Iaw and~
release of those now held in daet'
Early movemrent in regard ta theseC
siderations will create an environmellt
which the interest of ail of us wili be
help Poland ta overcome the 40
probiemrs which it faces, resum
obligations as a signatory of the HeIsi
Final Act, and take its proper place in
concept of Europe.

The Soviet Union evidently consid
that it has the privilege of playing a
in influencing the Internal affairs

(Con tinued on P,


