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sacrifice 150,M0 ehildren to this grim Mo-
loch - what a hecatomb of hurnan life;
what a mass of futile pain and sorrow
is here revealed. There iniglit be
somne solace lu the thought, if these
were only the weakly and less fit of the.
infants born into the world, and if it could
b. feit that by meaus of the. conditions
whîch lead to infant death, Nature, "red
in tooth and claw," secured the survival
of the fittest to carry on the struggle into,
after years. But there Î8 n0 groand for
this comforting assumption. On the other
hand, the damaging and devitalizing con-
ditionsa through whichi our eidren pass
leaves them miarked and seared by the
struggle throughi which they have passed,
and so long as we allow those conditions to
continue we cannot hope to secure a high
physical standard of fitness in tiie coning
generation. Those of us who have iiad
any large maternity experieuce will recog-
nize the. truth of the. assertion that, inher-
ited disease excepted. all babies comne inte
the werld eudowed witii the, saine physi-
cal posbilities, it is the conditions of the
home in wiih they are boru which very
largely determin, the issue of the, atruggle
te secure a footiiold iu the. ascent of the.
ladder of lite.

I have laid stress upon the question of
infant nxortality because the study of in-
fant Mortality la the necessary preliniinary
in the, study of child disease, aud because
',the wouinds sud reddeniug stars remain'l
to b. seen in school lit,. There la clear
sud definite evidence that the physical
condition of school eiiildren born lu a year
iu which the. infant mortality rate is higli
la les.9 satisfaetory than that of the. child-
ren beru wiien the. infant mortality rate
19 low. As Dr. Kerr lias well put it, "The.
great.st elYect upon the. 11f. capital et the,
nation la produced by the. infant mortali-

My" y own investigations in Birming-
hamn point to the. trutii of this assertion. " It
is the. conditions wich surround tiie cild
fri ita birtii onwards wiiicii largely de-.
termine the, resulta teund on medical in-
spection wheu the. ciild reaciies sehool age
and no attempt te grapple witii the detects
revealed thercby cau exelude the. consid-
eration of the wider prohlem ot casastien
whichii l involved.

There la eue otiier point te wii. I wiaii
te direct your attention, I mean the. neces-
sity of establishiug a complet. confidence
and ce-operatien between tiie medical prac-
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titioners and the inedi 'cal deparu
the, Education Comxnittce or Board
cation.

The introduction of the, s<chool
Înto the scene must profoundly moý
curriculum, for it allows an luer
definite classification of the, eiilc
acordance, to their physical and
capacities. The blînd aud deaf
furtiier subdivision into the partis
and partially blind with their owii
needs of a modified curriculum. 'j
gressive myopes, sud recurrent keý
the stammerers and stutterers and
of hearing; the, epileptie of norm,
lectual attaiument; the ciioreie (
the, child of organic heart affeeti,
weakly or pre-tuberculous ehild,
ou. The proper classification
chïîdren can only be obtained by
tablishment of mutual confidente a
plete co-operation betwceen the.
medical officer and the, medical me
wiiose care the ciiildren have been
Iu this way each miedical man is
tiirongh the mediumu ot ti, sco
more close sud intimate tou v
general system of public heaitti
thon has ever before been posble,
thus has it in isa power to serve
interests of bis patients, as well as
the, commnnity at large. Se often
in England the, faflure to apre,
actual conditions of sehool lie ai
careful weighing of tiie imnmediate
timate value to tiie child leads t
absence from, school, wiiichii oft
prejudicial to the, ultimate inters
ehild.

Or, let ns look at suotiier aspecl
preblem, arising eut of the, infa
tality question.

Whcn we examine the. ciiildreui
sehools we cau roughly divide the.
found into tiire. main groupa:

(1) Sens, defeets and imperl
rnental dellciency; visual deteets; 1
defects wiiich corne into prexninen<
ly because et the, influence tiiey exE
the, edueability tiirougii the absenc
ficiency ef the, senses.

(2) Contagions diseuses, wiiicii
regarded as the, accidents radier t
censequenta et school 11f.. Thef
the, zymotic diseases, rmngworm, 1
diseases, etc. To thia group we k
turn later ou.

(3) By far the, inot important M


