
QUEEN's UNIVERSITY JOURNL.6

beagling, cycling, walking, ail dlaim
their devotees and nearly every iTanf
does something. Indeed, the Oxford
air and the English temperanment both
demand it. Soon after four they be-
gin to return and after 4.30 iiearly
every one is back and ready for "tea."
i can hear you ail laugli, so did 1, btt
1. have corne to enjoy it very rauch,
and really when lunch isso light and
dinner so late it is a real niecessity. Tea
is pre-eminently the social mieal of the
day. You scarcely ever take it alone
but generally with four or five of your
friends. 'At 5.30 you are supposed to
go and thus get in one and a haif
hiours' reading before hall, but gener-
aliy the conversiation lias just begun
to get interesting and you may stay on
until it is aimost tinie to go ini to hall.
Athietics and politics are the great sub-
jects, because the Oxford maxi lias an
excessive fear of taiking shop. "Hall"
is rather a disappointment to the aver-
age "fresher" bis first couple of ternis.
I3efore hie goes up hie thinks of it as
rather a joiiy social tiixue when the
whole coilege is gathered togetiier.
lie finds it at first, however, as an
Engiander .described it to me, a
'.mournful function," when each one
races the man next and gets through
four courses in f rom twelve to twenitY
minutes. However, as hie gets over bis
first stiffness thuxîgs begin to brigbten
up anîd hie begins to, enjoy things miore.'
The rnost interesting thing, I think,
about dinner is the practice of "scouc-
ing." If you quote or taik shop or use
strong language, aniyone who hears
nîay write it downi and send it to the
senior scholar at the table, wlio allows
it or dîsallows it as lie pleases. If it
is aliowed then you have to stand
the table a quart nmug of aie or lemni-
ade. You have first drink yoursclf and

are allowed as m-uch as you can take ini
a single (Irauglît. Arny iian wlho floors
the sconce, i.v., drinkis it all, is natural-
ly considered to have done imiself
great honor. After dinner you mlay
read if you wish, but quite lik-ely thiere
is somne college debating society or the
Union to go to and after that coffee
witli sonieole, and so the day is over,
ai froni the point of view of the Can-
adian student practically waste(l. I
shall try and say later on why 1 think
that this is îîot the case.

As I have said before, athletics occui-
py a rnucli larger place in the under-
graduate's day than with ils at home.
Aimost every uîan goes iii for athietics
of souie kixîd. lxowing is, of course,
he iuost typical tiung at Oxford. As
soon as the 1\1i claelmas or autunîn
terrn begiiîs the officers of the boat
club iii each college rout ont suicli of the
freslîers as look likely and are willhiug-
to become slaves of tue oar. Downi
thîey are marchied to tue college bargeý
and -tubbiug" begins. This means be-
ing takeiî out by twos iii suîall boats
cahll tubs and instructeil ii tue noble
art by tiiose who have rowed in the
college eight. T'he instruction thiat one
gets on the river is on a far different
level froi-i that imparted in thîe lecture
rooni. Tliere you may listen or flot as
you please. On the river, however, if
your attention flags haif a minute you,
are severely reprimaxîded, ai-d if the
offence is repeated you are abused ini
uniceasureil ternis. i hleard one of the

donîs say tiiat lie, vould gladly believe
that the instruction lie liai to give was
regarded as haîf so important or hiaif
so carnestly listeneil to as that on the
water path. Thiere are supposeil to bc
seventy odd fauîts and they scein 1<)

coule iii cycles. Whexî youl have, as
yoil think, ilastercd one thing an(] goxie
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