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quantity of grain is frequently Led on the fain
slîould also be taken into consideration, and it
is considered that a deduction of 10 per cent.
may fairly ho made front the gross yield to
cover these several deficiencies. In the follow-
ing table, therefore, the first column gives the
grass production of wheat in ench. year, as de-
rived from the officiai estimates and from the
census returns. The second column provides
for the above-mentioned deductions for loss,
consumption on faim, etc., and the third col-
uman gives the apparent net quantity availablP
for distribution.
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It wil1 nowv be in order to endeavor to ascer-
tain hoxv fur distribution wulI dispose of the
above quantities, and this has been attempted
in the next table.
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Excc.ss of Jmp)orts.

The above figures show an apparent exeess
of crop over distribution at the eh d of the eleven
years of about forty mililion bushels, which
wvould indicate, a large over-estimate of yield,
but a considerabie portion of this surplus cai
be accounted ior. There is no doubt in the
mninds of those who have at all interested them-
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selves in the matter, that the official retux'ns'of
exports of- wheat and flour by no means repre-
seut the actual quantities that are shipped out
of the country. The Customs Act in Canada
provides for the report of ail exports, and also,
provides a penalty for neglect to make the CJus-
toms entry; but this regulation is very fre-
quently dlisregarded. As a consequence, it is
certain that a considerable _quantity of wheat
(especially in the f orm of fiour), of which no
record of any kind is taken, goes out of the
country, via the United States, for foreigu
ports, principafly the United Kýingdom, and
probably 25 per cent. would not be too inucli to,
add to the exports to nieet this shortage in re-
turns. This wouldl account for, say 15,000,000
bushels of the surplus. Another fixe or six
million bushels should certainly be written off
the Manitoba crop of 1891, which, it is weiI
known, was badly damaged by frost and rain,
and avery considerable quantity rendered quite
unsaleable. Soma deduction also, which can-
not weil be put into figures, must be made for
loss by fire, water, and. in transport, leaving,
perhaps, 15,000,000 busiiels, or about 3.ý per
cent. of the total quantity not in any way
accountecl for. But it is probable that the
actual excess of estiniate over production above
would accotint for this,

*Whatever the opinions may be of the relative
accuracy, year by year, of the figures given
above, it Nvill, no doubt, be generally admitted
that they are trustworthy enougli to show that


