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Everybody is talking bicycles, espccially the wornen. Mrs.
tells mie she is takirig lessons at one of the schools ; and

Mrs. -, who is quite an age, cari ride round the scinol-
room she attends without ttîrnbling off; whiie as for the
misses, they are just gone on the wheel. \Vhec on earth does
ail the mnoney corme froin to purchase these exp-nsive ia-
chines ? Thousands oC dollars are cbanging hands over hi-
cycles every day. XVe are toid of bad tirnes ;but bad tirnes
or flot, people seemi to flnd money for wheels.

1 arn flot a biigot, I think, but it seerns a pity ihat our
sportists and ganîists can fiuid no other day thani Good Friday
on whicb to have their b)icycle and whist conventions-both
good tlîings in their way. Good Friday is a day which a
large proportion of the people of this country regard as sacred,
and there are too few sacred things iii modemn liCe for us to be
able lightly to secularize any of them. 1 know ail about the
cant of freedoni that is talked ; 1 talk it miyself sornetimes.
But the older 1 get the more 1 Ceci that unless a mari con-
serves the quiet opportunities oC bis life, hie carînot ex[pecL the
best thiîîgs rom hirnself. To put it no higher than mere
utilitarianismi and good taste, a gentleman slîould go to cburch
on a Good Friday.

DrOGENES.

Music and the Dramna.

IT was an appreciative audience which assembled in Associa-
tion Hall on Thursday evening oC last week, to hear the
annual concert given by the Toronto Strirng Orchestra,

under tlie leadership oC Mrs. Dreclîsler-Ada nison. This littie
orchestra, wbicb was organîzed a couple oC years or so ago, bas
improved considerably since its last appearance, and in the
perf'ormnance oC a couple oC numbers rorn Grieg's Peer Gynt
Suite No. i, and Haydn's Variations on the Aîrstriarî National
Hynîn, popularly know as " God Preserve the Ernteror," tue
tonc was quite nîellow and rich in quality. 'l'le young ladies
conîposing the band, arîd tireir really talented leader, are to be
congratulated on the resuit oC their iîîteresting concert. Those
assisting werc Mrss Aurgusta Beverley Robirnsorn, ntezzo soprano ;
Miss Kate Archer, violinîste ; and Mr. W. I-. Robinsori, ternor.
Miss Robinson is, as I have beCore stated, a very giaceCul and
artistic singer. Her voice, mehod. and musical piirasirîg
stamp hier as a vocalist of both culture and skill, and in severai
songs she dispiayed bier talent so adriirably as to reccive
spontaneous recognition in applause. Miss Archer is ariotîter
of our yiurîg Canadian violiîîists w~ho rnay be expected in years
to corne to achieve more than a local reputation. Sue has
already devcloped a facile, accurate tecbnrc, and lier tone, on
the whole, is healthy and vigorous. Mr. Robinson sang with
his accustomied success, and as I have requently alluded to
his style of singing (and excellent choice of sorîgs fromi the
musician 's standpoint), 1 will not at this time reCer to it agairi.

Massey Hall was crowded on the occasion of the produc-
tion of the " Messiah~ i ast Monday evening. No doubt the
large attendance was due to the Cact oC Mme. Albani being
engaged as soloist, with the other important engagements,
Mme. Van der Vere Green, contralto ; Mr. Normain Salmond,
basso ; and Mr. Harold Jarvis, tenor. Thle work lîad a fair
representation, a few of the clioruses being iri soine respects
exceptiorîally well sung, although the chorus itself was too large,
quantity and volume being apparently preferred to quality and
purity. Seventy-five or one hundred singers could easily have
been removed, and the effect, in consequence, been mnucli more
pliable and musically satisfactory. Mr. Anger did weii durirîg
the short time the work was iru preparatiori, and cari hie honestly
cornplimented on the resuir. His style of conducting is rather
stiff at present, bo 't ivili naturally improve as experrence rs
acquired. 'l'le soloists were received Ifavourably, ail sirig-
ing their nurnbers with catre anîd artistic fervency. Mmcn .
Albani was lustily cheered when she first appearcd on the stage,
and ater lier splendid rerîdition oC the noble aria, " Know
that My Redeenier Livetlî. Whilst she sings in the sanie
manner as regards truthfulness of in'erpretation arîd sincere
appreciation of hier numbers, the fact is app.irent tlîat the case
of intonation and remarkable purity of bier voice which gave
bier singing such world-widc recognition and Carne have con-
siderably deteriorated. Phrases whicb should be sung witn
one breath are broken, and many of lier nîotes are a trille lîarsh
and urîcertain. Stili, she is tlue great artist, and hier wisrning
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persotîality, happy, rcined mariner, and beautiful iriterpreta-
tions will ever deliglit for years to corn. Mne. Greeni
lias a voice of exquisite purity, and urnder ex client con,
trol liber sirîging wvas delightful. In tue aria, "He was
I )espiscd," sIte creattd. a profounid imp)ression.. Itwa
Cful of pathos and tcîîderncss. In bier other nunibers
sIte provcd lierseif atn artist of first quality. Mr. Hiarold
Jarvis was warily reccived, aîîd rigtîtly so_, for lie sang
earnestly aîîd well. Iri onue or two of his solos bis voice
seeied a litle robust, and lacked clasticity, but agairi 1ri
passages wlîicli required no particular effort to sustail, or
develop volunme, it had the appealing, refiîîed qualitY whliclî
bas l)een 50 universally adiinired. Mr. Salrnoîîd's succeswt
the audience svas considerable, for hie certainly is conscientious,
and srîgs with manlirîcss, but, uîîfortunatcly, riot always irn tune.
lic doubtless wvould appear to hetter advantagc iii a song
recital. Mr. jolin Baylcy was concert Ileis/er, and the orchestra

wsperhaps better than we are accustomed to hear at oratorio
performances. To Mr. Giharles A. Harris, tlue composer and
rrîiprcssario of Motîtreal, we are indcbted Cor liearinig "he
Mcssiah " utîder such favourable and intcrcstiîîg conditions, a'
I utîderstand lie engagcd tue l'hi lharrnoiîic,and gave the concert
On luis ouvi accourut. For seine littie time past tluc manager
of Massey Muisic IHall bias refused to extend any courtesies
to tue musical representatives of THEý WEEK in tbe way o
press tickets, notwitbstanding tue Cact that the writer oC tllese
unies lias always -as files of thuis paper will siuow-~conmrented
favourably on important nmusical attractions prior to dates O
appeararîce, ever since, and for years before,' MasseY Hl'
ivas but. Jo addition, I bave etudeavoured to Curther the
intercsts of real miusical art, both personally and in thus C0o1111r11
wbenever possible, by bringîiîg to the notice of at least a pOr-
tioei oC tue public any concerts of artistic menit wlîiclî deserved
patronage, luecause of the nîiusically educating cffect they would
develop in the nîinds ouf tue people. If tic trustees and nia"'-
ager of whîat was supposed to be the peopie's Illusic hall
imtagine tlueir treatnient of a friendly journal vh'ich Cor yers
bas tlîad a musical departouent, and desires to give to.itS

readers a weekly review of what is best in the local niosical
world, is conîiienidable and respectful, well arud good ; but 1
would rîuodestly suggest that courtesy is riot an undesirable
feature to cultivate and practice, even iin tue mianagemient of
our concerts, and always brings its due reward.

Mr. Thomnas Foster Waiiîwrigbt, of Reginia, Assa., was the
-uccessfuil comnpetitor iii the recent musical conipetitiori ogered

by this paper in tue setting of the patriotic wvords, " We Stand
to Guird." It wiil be issucd slîortly luy the publisbing bouse
of Whualey, Royce & Co., of tlîis City. o

Paderewski will give a recital in Massey Hall on tue 9 th .0
April, which will be pleasing news to our loyers of piano n0 UI5C'
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Mme. Albiani drew another large aurdience last MondaY
eveniîîg, when she appýýared at tlue production of tue , Messiah,

by tic Toronto Philharmonic choruis. 'l'lie other soloists were
Mme. Van der Veer GIreen, and Messrs. H. Jarvis and N.ý
Sainio-d. Mme. Albani did berselt nîoch better justice than

on bier former appearance here this season, as the solos Of the
oratorio do not require aîîy oC those very high notes wbicb S. le
no(w produces with so rnuch difficulty. She sang lier part with

tue autbority arid distinction wbiclu cerne frorn careful train'~
ing and long expericrîce. Mine. Green's swect contralto voice,
though scarcely lîeavy enougli for the part, gave mucli deliglit.
Mr. Jarvis is not at lus bsinoratorio, the style and tradi-
tiorns oft which lic is evi-derîtly unfamîiliar witlu. His Cifforts
were greeted wit i nuclu applause, but nuot with tue enîtliusiasrn"
tlîey usually arouse at a nnisccliaîîeous concert. Mr. SaInioîid

couid flot, of course, escaipe the severe test of a coiiiParisoii
witî 'Mr. Watkin Mills, to wlîoî he is clearly inferior ; yet hie
was bearttly appiauded. l'bat bis singing was so persistentY
ouît of tuine with tlue average pitcu of the orchestra xvas due,

perlîaps, not s0 nîucb to art uritrustworthy car as to lus inabiîitY
to strike an average. Thougli the orchestra played witn CO"'1
siderable expression, aîîd at tintes, especially iii the ,' pastnIL

Syrnplony," witb inuch delicacy, the deviations Crornl pitcb
were reqmently excrlrciating. The introduction to the'0'
" Vhy do the nations so Curiously rage togethuer? " was iiiuch

too realistie. 'lhle chorus, on tue other baud,' considering tîte
great dilfrculty of the work, and the very short timne in which


