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Lt is quite evident that there is no longer
Newfoundigng any hope of an immediate union between
Canada and Newfoundland. Tt is equally
sland will find it extremely difficult to re-
icheve, " ffects of the .dire mis'mkes or misfortunes,
oughg 1o, (;y may be, by which the.h.tt]e colony has been
Mg whicp 0 her present utlhappy position.  From the ani-
er meln]';eel‘ns to underlie the utterances of Mr. Bond and

at can 1er‘I of the Island Government, as well as from
People, W Se;e ‘eumed of the? 'to‘ne ‘of the majority of her
Temaiy, Sﬁpa,rr-;; I;['O‘bﬂ'ble that it 1s‘bet;t7er foT' both parties to
the indica,t—,io e for the Present. Had a union been affected
Cia) rathep t}?S a.re hh%.lt would.lm,ve had its roots in finan-
con dence anzn }Il cousinly (j-ons1der'ttions, or in the mutual
i“itl‘ust would ?Steem essential to u,.renl unification. Mutual
€ Tolang “ orm a bad foundation for fraternal relations.
anady, Woul.;)‘;emment seems to ha:ve been suspicious that
ard ba!‘gain ;ke devantage of f:lrctlmsmnces to drive a
oy, ave be(;, O'SSIbly the Canadian Ministry, in its turn,
eir desire t: 'W little too sharply on the lookout lest, in
dray, inte o ;{‘?und out the Confederation, they might be
W thig time 1: g l‘m‘ger concession than could be afforded
tax'p&yerg o §eﬁ01ts or than would be approved by the
they, inﬂ;]' It iy bretty evident, too, that, in addition to
; ew Ouzr(;(;es’ there was, and is still at work in the minds
.a.kEn v C anders, a deep-seated resentment of the action
Ing Sanctiq anada to prevent the Bond-Blaine treaty from be-
Wit the a.urlii by the Home Government—an interference
zcr)lnfesS, 2 al\:;n)‘, ?f a sister colony which, we are bound to
Y Very higl ys Beffmed to us to be hard to reconcile with
h(’lll'ly air g conception of cousinly kindness, or even neigh-
Mo 11y It)hay’ to say nothing of the Golden Rule. Tt is
:trel\it'.t Ijlorld’s fa‘ilur'e to negotiate a loan in
Mugt prett peated in the United States. The ultimate
i ", 0r o Y surely be a return to the status of a crown
0 ity © other form of maternal management. This,

0
" .
; ,, inoulg be pretty sure to result, by completion of
Us g o ur 10N with Canada, at some future day, and
er hetter auspices.

zertain that the T
Ov.er from the e

This question, which it was thought, a week
or two since, would be settled by a legal
decision, seems now to have been virtually
determined in the negative by the action of the Commons
in accepting Sir William Harcourt’s motion for the appoint-
ment of a special committee to deal with the matter. Tt
was understood that this committee, after a little formal de-
liberation, would bring in a report declaring the seat lately
held by Viscount Wolmer vacant. Thereupon that gentle-
man, as the Earl of Selborne, will, it is thought, immediately
apply for his writ of summons to a seat in the House of
Lords, thereby accepting the theory which he had purposed
to contest. According to an arvticle in Z%he Spectator, the
whole question depends upon what vacates a seat in the
House of Commons. As - a fact it is known that, among
other causes, the reception of a writ of summons to a mem-
ber of the House of Commons to sit in and be a member of
the House of Lords, causes that member to vacate his seat.
But is it really the issuance of the writ, or the mere fact of
elevation to the peerage, which vacates the seat? On this
point the question hinges. If it is the issuance of the sum-
mons to the Upper House which vacates the seat in the
lower, it follows that, as that writ is never issued unless ap-

May a Lord 8it
in the Commons?

plied for, any member of the Commons who has heen ele-
vated to the peerage, may remain in the Commons by simply
declining to apply to Lords for his writ of summons to come
up higher. According to the other, and, as it appears, the
prevailing opinion, the issuance of the Peers’ writ has nothing
whatever to do with the vacating of the seat. That takes
place, as a matter of course, the moment that the ancestor
is dead, and the member who inherits the title has become
transformed into a peer of the realm. Although the Specta-
tor makes an elaborate argument in support of the former
view, the latter teems really the most logical, inasmuch axs

the whole system of aristocracy seems to rest on the theory
that the Peers and the Commoners are two distinct classes of
citizens and that the mere fact of membership in the higher
class elevates the individual out of the ranks of the Com-
moners, and so out of the sphere of membership of the
legislative body which is representative of. that class. Lord
Selborne’s first purpose was, probably, to decline to apply for
his writ of summons to the Lords, to retain his seat in the
Commons, and by voting on some unimportant motion ex-
pose himself to a friendly persecution, which would serve as
a test case. He has evidently been convinced by the tone
of the Commons that his case was hopeless. Since the fore-
going was written the Committee have reported that
succession to the peerage, 7pso fucto, vacates the seat in the
Commons,

The question of the continuance of the
Duke of Cobourg’s annuity, which bids fair
to become one of the perennial ones in the
British Commons, came up a couple of weeks ago, on the
motion of Mr. A. C. Morton that the largess be discontinued.
The money is payable, it will be remembered, under a statute

The Duke of
Cobourg’'s Annuity,

passed on the occasion of the Prince’s marriage. Having in’

view, no doubt; the possibility of Prince Alfred’s succeeding
to the throne of the German duchy, a clause was inserted in
the statute, providing that the annuity might be revoked on
the application of the Queen, if ever the Prince should suc-




