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in England, is mainly one of fact. Unfor-
tunately the facts are in dispute. If anar-

chist plots against the lives of foreign states-
men are actually being hatched and matured
on British soil, the Government owe it to
their own as well as to foreign nations to take
stern measures to put a stop to such
outrages. That is, we understand, Lord
Salisbury’s contention. If, on the other
hand, as the Government declares, there is
not only no evidence that any such plotting
is going on, beyond what is under the strict
surveillance of the police, but that foreign
immigration of an undesirable kind ison
the decrease, they probably do wisely to re-
fuse to curtail the freedom of asylum which
has go long been the glory of England.
The Government is no doult running a ser-
ious risk in acting on its conviction in this
matter, since, if at any time it should unfor-
tunately happen that some foul crime perpe-
trated in a friendly foreign country could be
proved to have been planned on English
soil, the outburst of popular rese.tmert
would well-nigh sweep the Government
from power,

It is easy to darken counsel with words
without knowledge, tcuching the strange,
irregular contest which has begun between
China and Japan, yet the topic invites dis-
cussion. The facts concerning the origin

and merits of the quarrel do not seem to be

as yet sufficiently well known to wairant
an independent judgment as to which is the
aggressor. Many of us were no doubt rath.
er predisposed to favour the Japanese, as the
cleverer, the most interesting, and the more
progressive people, and especially as the
party claiming to be animated by a reform-
ing spirit and purpose, while the Chinese
seem rather to fall back upon sovereign and
absolute righte. Yet one’s enthusiatm in
favour of this view is seriously weakened
by the fact, for such it apgears to Le, that
‘the Coreans themselves fail to recognize in
their aggressive neighbour a national deliv-
erer. If, on the otker hand, there be even
a modicum of ground for the suspicion that
the Japanese Government is simply forcing
the quarrel for tkesake of winning popular-
ity among the Japanese jingoes, with a
view to the cffect upon the approaching
election, every centiment of justice and
humanity recoils from so detestable a
motive. Some allowance must, we suppose,
be made, from a military point of view, for
the tactics of two combatants who are both
marcuvring for coigns of vantage, from
which to move the moment war is forwmally
declared, bat surely Japan should be far
enough advanced in civilization by this
time to understand that the sinking of
transports, sailing under a foreign flag, thus
ruthlessly slaying and drowning thousands
who were practically defernceless, is con-
trary to even military morals. If to thisis
added the unspeakable atrocity of refusing
quarter and shooting struggling sailors and
soldiers in the water, the Japanese will
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Quickly forfeit all claims to Western sym-
pathy, and write themselves down as still
unmitigated barbarians,

Professor Martha F. Crow, in the July
Forum, makes a valuable contributicn to
the discussion of the quettion of the co-edu-
cation of the sexes, a question which, by
the way, notwithstanding there is much to
be said on bcth sides, seems to be rapidly
settling itself on this continent, There are
now scattered thickly over the United
States and less thickly in Canada, ladies of
good education and large experience of life,
many of them mothers of families, who
were themselves educated in “ mixed ”” col-
leges. It is natural to place a very high
value upon the matured (pinions of these
wives and mothers, seeing that they are in
an exceptionally favourable position for
forming a judgment, as knowing by experi-
ence that whereof they affirm. Aciing on
this view, Professor Foote examined the roll
of the Association of College Alumrw of
the United States, and finding that among
the more than sixteen hundred members
of this Association there are 160 women
who graduated before 1875, and are to-day
about forty years old, many of thcm having
sons and daughters of college age, she wrote
to each of these, and to a few who graduat-
ed a little later, making a total list of 180
married women, asking from each a frank
and unbiasscd expression of opinion on the
subject. One hundred and thirty-three
immediately respended.  Of these, one hun-
dred and nine declared themselves distinct-
ly in favour of co-education, only three dis.
tinctly favoured separate schools for the
sexes, while twenty were guarded in their
expressions and made careful reservations.
Extiracts from many of the letters are pub-
lished, giving an interesting variety of rea-
sons in support of the opinions expressed.

There is of course room for a good dcal
of question as to the absolute value of these
opinions. There is the natural predilection,
by which many would be unccnsciously
swayed, in favour of the method under
which they were themselves educated, There
is, again, the probhability that the writers
may represent, to a certain exlect, a class,
inasmuch as many <f them may have been
themselves led, by a species of natural selec-
tion, to the kind of school to which they were
by home-training or early environment pre-
disposed. We can readily believe that the
same inquiries, addressed to the same num-
Ler of ladies of c(qual culture and intelli-
gence, who had been themselves educated
in teparate institutione, might call forth at
least as large a preponderance of equally
pronounced opinions in favour of the separ-
ate system. The writer of this note must,
however, confess himself somewhat surpris-
ed at the large majority of those who un-
hesitatingly declared, as a result of their
own observation and experience of the
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One other point is worthy of note. foasd?
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THE STRIKE AND THE RAILWA
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