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frown oni hie f ace, but aiways with the
sanme equ-ivo-.al smle i We like to Ilten
to hlm, lie may lie laughing at us, but
then it le is mission to laugli. Your
Juve5nal le too f ree w1th hi1e wjiiP, we are

e wiiling te be tîckleti, but not lasheti.
But soýzne doubtful one wlll exclaim

truth la Possible Vo the perslfleur,-c4-ertail-
ly, anti yet if lie lias really grasped the

f ull meanlng o! truth, is mockery la boru

eltlier of artifice or o! ulilice. M lie sees
deep tiown Into tic ieart of nature andi

jauglis, he 16 ha lmbecile or a f lenti. No i
the jest wouiti due .wa.y under the face-

to-face glance of a stern reality. The
truc 9eer tioes not mork, he la too absorbed

in that whicli de!tles mockery. Your persi-
fleur with his *qulti vetat," la excellent

Company, but Vo take him for a guide,

for an apoatie to yourself, that indeed

Were f olly not untingeti witi crime.
So much for the méthod diamisseti thug

'lu serions thoagh hurrieti fasi ion, and
now we muet glance at the ultIanate atm

of persiflage. We muet look for some

guiding formula, the ethical rosait o!

this elaborateti philosopliy. Once more

we turn to Horace:
Nil admIrari prope rea est una, Numîi,

Solaque, nuae, posait f acere et servare

beazum
Again the warm gr eetings of acclamation

anti1 nagent. This chili negatIvefleas

sprlflglng from p3râl3tent mo'ýkery la wel-

-come to very many who are incapable o!

sincority even ln persiflage. We stand
atoone, isolateti anti scorninl. 'We have
learneti Uthc one supreme tesson o! ail-Il

n'y a po'.nte d'homme neeasaire. So they

mutter swelling 9w ith personal pritie.

Nil g lmlrari-a barren gosp2> Vils and

only arrîveti at by meaus o! a haîf know-
letige. Sympathy, nlot scorn, la the stroIig
motive p9wer of life, anti sympatby la

the reelult not o! we-akneBs, but o!
strength, Persiflage IL; a fashion whlch

- iay iast a long tîme, but which eau
neyer take dieep root. For belle! le nec-

'essary Vo the heart--why it la go we kn<iw

not, but so It is.
"Chercher le cote ridicule des choses,"

] 0gclan qýGeorge Stand, "C'est en tiecouvrIr
le cote faible -et Illogique." Granteti a

thoushnd times, 'but it la not the real
inyBtery to discover the nobier andi
stronger side ? Has flot persiflage taken

-to Itsel! the tak o! makIng vIvii wvhat

lies above, tht surface lusteati o! reveaiing

O! dtLes fingeredti li Vhey seemeti as
wrongs

That eut th& achýng heurt Ilke sharpeflet
As*ords,
Awearlness o! tender bindlng cords
That passion o! subtie love, in love go

wiads
About is very own, the whie lie

blinde
Their eyes to any but hua cresteti lords.

A wearInes that Helen lightly spad,
For wlVli her magie fingers o'er the

keya,
She woke, a sutiden stir o! memories,

Tbat, thronging froni tlie placé wliere
tliey lad feti,

BurSt lke a atorm'o! filosaoms roughly
shed
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SOME COMMENTS.
To the Editor of The Week :

My Dear Sr,-I tilt noV thankr you as
I shoulti have doue for your kmnti acknow-
leiginent c! kny addenda to my Waifs,
anti your cordial approvai of my conclu-
sion. My editoriai frienti o! the Law
Journal was rather eritical from, a heuo-
logicai point o! vlew anti seemedti V thinli
I lied exalted the love o! our fellow-men
ratier teo knucli. I tbink lie was legs
correct as W.eil as les klad Vlan you: for
1 saiti the kood Samaritan. was a good
Christian wlthout knowing lt-anti so
sait the Master. My olti frient, Jutige
Black, of the Vice Admiraity Court, useti
to tell o! a Yankee clint o! is, to wiom
lie once quletly expressei is surprise, Vint
white very straigit laceti la matters o!
religion, lie was ratier the reverse ln
secular affaira ; anti wio tiefendeti him;,elf
by aaylng, that Gotiwari lie believei lie
was uprlglit and perpentleuar-but man-
wari, lie owaed lie was somatimes ratier
slantmndicular : a flot uncoanmon Itiiosyn-
craay with some o! us.

I see bur cousina are beginning Vo f md
out the little difficulties attending thelr
two standards o! value, anti la Vie April
Forum, one gentleman proposes Vo meet
the trouble by havlng tiree commission-
eraè ln New York, who shall day by day
e«tabliei the relative value o! silver and
golti, by whicli the Governmient shall be
governei lca paying aht Its obligations-
as to which there, la no other express
condition : an -honealt provision enougi,
but ratier troublesomae o! application. Our
own Government bas doue well by glving
us plenty of our own siiver, limiting Vhs
anlount ln ay one payment, and I fet
ratier prend o! wliat I saiti as Vo Vie
excellence of our currency over Uncle
Sam's. I feel gratIfIed, tee, at the turn
the great anbrItrat-on la taklng la the
liands o! Sir Charles Russel: Vie points
I made In my article' in the Law Journal
are flot very unEke those he lia -madie,
-witli terrible effect, ln bis demolîtion o!
tht, Ameicau case. Tlie mare clauisam,
andi the ownership o! wild animaie corne
o!ff legs Vian even second best. But I
hope tlie -gentlema3n on the other ide wll11
kçep their temper, liard as 1V m&y be, un-
der tiie circusastances, ais Sîr Charles Punte

then. Tlie French Presîdent sieemas In-
clînedte V keep order among tlie Engliali
speaklng ni.=bers-between wiom as I
saiti, a amall unkiniess would lie a great
offence, especlally If exhibIteti before our
Continental friends.

1 like your'hast numher-you are geV-
Ving legs o! a tIeçwpaper and more o! a
review anti critical journal, anti a good
one-ali rigit-sie Itur adi astra-or at
any rate your movement la upward, anti
onward. Esto perpetua. "'Excelsior" la
ast gooti a 4notto for Canadians as for
AmParicans. S-orne o! your contrubutors
have limmense power-triple expinsion
nti non-conden§sing engies. are tliey! I
U!k' your present form, too, IV L4 mucli
easi-er ta handi' andti V readti Van Vie lm-
mnmse sheets o! which some other papers
are prouti. Yours trnly,

O'ttawa. G. W. WI MKSTEED.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN HIGH SOHOOLS.

To tic Edîltor o! The Week:

Slr.-While, we are deeply Imbuei %vithi
th-3 spirit o' University Extension, anti oth-
er acharnes for the wldening o! popullar
culture. let us not ovêeriook the dlaims o!
tie, greatest power arnong us--the public
school eacher. Thotke who are looking for-
warti wih eagerness to Vie day when Vhe
carehesa or Inaccurate. use. of Engliali
among Canatiansz, shail lie a thlng of the
past. 100kmore, for help ln Vie movemet
Vo the public achool ten.ehee, tiail to any
other source. As the Veacher le carelesa
or lax in hie gpe&bh, go are tie Inhabît-
ants o! Vhe surronnd'ing district. No one
lias go w1de-spread or far reachlng an In-
fîn.ence for godd~or e-vll ueon the speech o!
Canudians as hae iar - SInce, thon, IV la Vo

[MAT l9tb, 10$ .

the publie school teacher WCet 100e
for the regeneration of the popular tOlge
It will not be out of the WaY for usbr
te consider hie f itnef es bea @0s grt0
reeponailiiity.

bpeakIng anme time ago Nvith au Il 1
ent educationiet, who lias mu-eh jflte<
course witit teachers tliroughOUt the Pe
vince, lie remarked that so few of the eb«
ers of Ontario couiti le eonsidered fi 1](4
els ior their pupils in tht2 pure and Pte
cise use o! Engiieli. This seefl3s io
crucial test. Lt wiîl lie in vaýIn for rO
look to the publie school teacier for0

ln eradlcating the loose and cporrUlPt i
of English in Canada If suech tOaclir
flot unimpeachabie i that respect. ai 1

Andi now we tutu to seek th ca&O
this de.ect ainong public school te-O'
and we find It la the lnadequate tItme<gjp,
to the study of linglisli ln out 111gls 1
That the English course is far tOO 1' ù4
la evident to ail; that Its cxtenaion.jCo
hav> a very great andi deeirable>~~~~
the speech of Canadians, goes WitliutId$ç
Ing. But the question aries 1i> f't o
lt be possible to extenti one btandi u-

aiready over-stocked hîi seOO CO 0, i
wltliout seriousiy negiecting ti eti 0
o! which have strong andi cryil
to the attention of the fiLture teaChe» of
us consider a moment. A-e the claiis,
every subject on the curriculum for o
ers' certiulcates su very urgent?1 ee
that history hae a etroug 'anti debst
able rigit to its position; scienc l id
Anti we know that go long as the soD
o! a tieduetive science la recognized ,
essential to thie proper develOPnit 0
brain-pow er, niatliematics shall hod ,'
own. againat aht comers. W

But bas the, rentier ever thought .,0>
n-ceFý;rty th're l -o fo-,eîQn langulgas l
tl-i t ur;l ulumi F0 eýgn languftgl hO
for cmany years helti a pre-eminent Pl'd 1
the studies lor teacliers' certif iCatse08 '
place which decidedly over-shadow~ od
o! anme othier subjects whose ciaifliS
much more apparent, a tact for WhILC1Ca
ln no otier way account. than by SuP lo
ing that In highý schools, the sanie 8
soine Young Ladies' Academes, te ,e.4
of French or German lias serve'i te 9 ive%

flavor of elegance and- accomplishwnlotal3
what wûulId otierwIse appear a vertbf",
Soundi anti altozether sup3rficlal educ* Al-

Two yoars ago the amout o! VI1»
lotted te the study o! a forelgfl 'l

in the forme wheee pupils were XP 0 tM
f or third anti second chass ceîfica*o' àt
exc'eeded the time devoted t> £fLgl5o'l'a
1,be Ùpresent day English la given an 20P
place witli Frenchi or GermiaXi I
ochools, 1 understand, are now glvlo týb
the greater aniount of attention. 10-e
case remains : a great proportion 0 »
tume-table of studies in higli schoolwe
Collegiate Institutions Is takmi aP 'help
a forelgn language. one Canneit 00
thInking the time spent In IlarnIngr
of construction anti Composition, o!1
for Instance, wouii lie bttter dev'tdVile
atudy o? tie style anti conception~ 1)
best of our Enklisi writers ? Assu' lit
thorougli knowiedge of the forni end iVt
erature of a f orelgn tongue la essenttibll8'
a perîect educat ion ; s0 alec, la es0eltn41
wlde, knowledge o! thée principal artst-
sciences. But that the education 0" a 0
lit school teaclier acquireti darlig 0 De
Ilimiteti stay at a h1gli school, Canne
a perfect one is obvions. Of

Tie misuse and mlsprouUllciaLtIlonb0i
words s0 comnion among public l~<~ie
teachers, c-an never lie remedieti or v
by the study of a foreign grftfmar, 0 d.10,
by tht Imitation of gooti Engliali niog e

How many o! the stutienta Who ,,)et
our higli schoolg to become Publie ~ô
teachers ever make use o! their knflOW. l
of French or German, ever througiî'tO
comne acqualnted with the Frenich 0'g
man poets, tirainatiats, or phuioBOPbaot
I have no doubt some of thoni Rubaqecl 1
ly become acquainteti wlti Frdbeh ell Ae
German Ilterature, - lu someL cases Wo
qixainteti. But io;w do they thug5 bcli
aequaInted ? la IV net through tre re
tions ? And one milght even ventur iP
say, hati they neyer studied etb F D
or German ln their hligli-sholil Cou 'JeO
their deeper study o! the Engligh e~
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