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1SPokenness largely discounted any party advantages on
*hich the Minisiry may have eourited fromi the sppointment
oIf the Labour Commission. Some of his supporters are,
Ile believe, of that opinion.

B RAD)STREETS Record of Business F:ilures in the

anl instructive pamphlet. The amouint of labour involved
inl securing the facts necessary to the preparatien of such
a record is predigious. The statisti.-s of credit-ratings and
business feilures are gatbered, we are told, from 3,800,000
square miles of territory in the United States and Canada,
by more thet 100,000 correspondents, and on direct appli-1
cation to the mercantile and industrial communitv. Bear-
iflg these facts in mind, it je surely a wonderful' triumph
Of careful investigation directed by trained business per-
ception and analyzed witb shrewd insight, that out of the
12,299 business failures in the United States and Canada,
during 1890, the commercial world was practically fore-
'Warned as to 91.9 per cent. ihrougb the ratings of ibis
firm. t je ef int.erest, too, to observe in passîng thai
large as the total number of failures may seem to be, it
amounts really to but 1.15 per cent. of the more than
1,063,000 naines of individuals, firms, or corporations that
Were rated. This fact is, we think, quite out of keeping
*ith the popular impression as to the frequency of business
failures. The amounts involved ranged from 7,632 witb
le than $5,000 liabilities each to eighteen with $1,000,000
iabilities, and over. A mosi instructive table in the
record is that in wbicb the business faîlures and liabilities
are classified as to causes. By far the most prolific cause
of failures is lack of capital. To this cause is attributedt
ne less than 55.8 per cent. of ail the feilures in Canada1
lest year, and 37.9 per cent. ef these in the United States.
The nexi chief cause ie incomipetence, wbich je credited
wlith 19 per cent. ef the failures in Canada, and 18.8 per
cent. of those in the United States. The remaining cases
are disîribuîed pretty evenly amnongst sonie eighi or tent
Other ceuses, sucb as commercial disasters, inexperience,t
Kegect of business, speculation, etc. Many will be sur-
Prised to leern that but one-half of one per cent, are1
'acribed te extravagance. In view of the generel relia-1
blitY ef their ratings and the large degree ef c-eperatieni
l>teeen the business cornmunity throughout the two
nlations and the Bradatreet Company, thet Company seems
cerai nitldt lamta tersls ece I ejc

Pose and the character of the Coinpany's administration."

R UMOURS ef the coming great European war are once
more ihickly interspersed amenget the despaiches

sent acrosa the ocean. It is re-assuring, however, te note
hO'w email are generally the bases ef fact upon which thet
alarn)ing predictions are reared. Viewed in itself, there is
80tthing almeet grotesque in the interchenge of cere-
")LOis courtesies and expressions ef sympathy between
P1rnce and Russia-red-hoî republicanismn and ultra-
desPOtiani. StilI, even if il be that these demonstrations
ae the evidences ef a close alliance aîready tormed between
the two countries, or are meant te lead up te such an
a"llance, it by neo means follows that sucb an alliance
Risans immediate war with tbe Dreibund. On the balance
Of Power bypothesis, it should be an edditional seteguard
Of Peace. It is impossible, bowever, te shut our eyes te
the fact ibat Russie, by the constant augmentation and
410veement of ber immense army in the vicinity Of the
tronltier, is keeping, and probably designs te keep, the
8tret Powers of Central Europe in a state of perpetual
1lneasinese. If it be true that the Czar is about te seize~
'POn the incident ef the assassination et the Bulgarian
M4irliter ef Finance as an occasion for active interference
ill the Balkan regien, that event may prove the electric
sPrk te ire the train and lead te a great conflagration.
t 's Possible, mereover, that the Powers censtituting the

leibund may one day ]oec patience witb Russia's centin-
U% Mnes~~ and demand that she shaîl cease te augment

her' forces and manSeuvre them se mysterieusly, and yet
80 Ottntatiously, in the face of her neigbbours. They may
Ct'clude that it will net be the best policy te permit ber,

etdPoBsibly ber new ally, te perfect their arrangements
%t liFur and chose their ewn time for hostile action. A
reeRt utterence ef ene of the leading German newspapers
ie "et without significance in this connection, and it seems,
%t Pree,~ quite as likely that the inevitable conflict Mayt
be Precipitated by seme deniand et Germany and Austria

fur xplan, 1tjon as in any other wey. The simple faci is,

howvever, that the situation is full ef uncertainty in every
respect, and that aIl attempts ai forecasting are vainî.
The world can de nething but watch the course of events.

TH E LA TE RE V. K. L. JONES,.-
PROFFSSOR OF ENGLISH LITERATURE AT THE ROYAL .MII

TARY COLLEGE, KINGSTON.

1T seems sadly soon that tbe life and literary record et
one whese signature bas long been familiar te the

reeders ef THE WEEK sbould bave closed and closed
abruptly. As e comparatively young man, Professer
Jones might bave been expccted te see meny happy and
useful years: Dis aliter vi8um ! We can but grieve for
bis premeture loss, and endeaveur te do justice te bis
genial and geztle memery.

The late Rev. Kearney L. Jones belonged te an old U.
E. Loyalist family well known in the annals of our young
country. Hie grandfatber was one et a band of loyal
brothers who, clinging te the Ilold fieg," left their hemes
ini New York State during tbe Revolutionary War, in
which some efthîem teek an active pari, and finally
setîled near wbet is now Brockville. A grand-uncle et
bis was tbe hero ef one of the niost romantic and tregic
episodes ef that unhappy war, being the betrothed of the
beautiful and ill-feted Jane McCrea, wbo telI e victim te a
miserable dispute between the Indiens who, et ber lover's
requesi, were escerting ber te meet him et the Camp et
Burgoyne, wbere tbey were te have been merried. Lt is
said that ber beirothed, wbo lived a bachelor for meny
years, neyer smiled again afier tbe sheck of ibis sed eveni,
which ai the time made a great sensation en botb sides of
the Atlantic.

Professer Jones was tbe son efthte laie Sidney Joncs,
Esq., ef Brockvilic, and grew up in the old family mansien
of Rockford, which, witb is substantiel buildings and
ancient irees, still presernts e manorial appeerence. At
the foot of the cliffs that edge uts sbady grounds flows aur
beautîful St. Lawrence, te wbicb Professer Jones wes
ibrougbout bis lite se wermly eiiacbed, the ripple et uts
blue waters mingling wiih bis earliesi as wel! as bis leter
dreams. Af ter tbe usuel grammar scbool course the
ihoughtful and studious boy went te study at Trinit.y
College, Toronto, where be took bis B.A. degree in 1866,
ihat et M.A. in 1877, and tbat of B.D. in 1881. H1e
iook erdejis in 1867, and wes curate ai Kempiville and
Madoc successively, becoming recter et Elizaboibtown in
1868, where be remained tilI 1872. He then obteined
leave of absence for tbe purpose et visiting England, wbere
he was for e time curate te the present Bisbop et Mada-
gascar, and aIse beld a temporery chapleincy abroad.
Af ter bis return ho held successively the charges of
Meuntain and Edwardsburg and of Arnprior, and was
married te tbe eldest deugbter et Dr. O. S. Strange, of
Kingston. Tbe happy married lite then begun was inter-
rupied only by bis deatb ; and three children, as well as
the beloved wife, survive te meurn their irreparable loss.
In 1884 be made bis lest meve, beceming Professer of
English et the Royal Military Cellege, as well as recter et
Si. Mark's Church in the vicinity et that institution.
He died et bis pest, bis lest lecture heving been giv',ýi
enly twe days befere bis sudden deetb. As e clergyman
he wes an earnesi and succesetul worker, holding strongly
te Higb Churcb principles, with whicb, bowever, he coin-
bined a spirit of broed and kindly cberiiy towerds the
widely differing views et many t riends, wbem ho velued
none the less beceuse their convictions were se diverse
trom bis ewn. H1e was always willing te do justice te the
opinions et others, always courteous and genial in dis-
cussing peints et difference-enimosities et ail kinds being
foreigu te his nature, which preferred te welcome peints
ef sympatby rather then dwell on peints et discussion.
Hie was eminently sociable, and brigbt and genial in con-
versation, even wbile a suflerer from tbe disease that
ended bis lite.

His love et literature was genuine and entbusiastic.
As e teacher et it, bis great eim wes te make bis pupils
love it as he did himseot, net cering mucb for the modern
metheds et cramming students witb pbilelogy and philoso.
phical theory, but seeking te interesi them in literatitre
ilsel/, and te lead thein te "lthe well et Englisb, pure and
undefiled," te teste uts excellence for ibemselves.

For nature he had a poeeîs enthusiasm-loving ber in
aIl ber aspects, but especielly dcligbting in tbe vaied
scenery et bis native land, wbich was the favourite theme
et meny graceful poetic contributions te THE WEEK and
other journals. His lines, IlThe First Robin," published
about twe years ego in THE WEEK, are a good exemple et
bis happiet stylo. The romantic carly bistory et bis
native land aIse turnished subjecis for bis muse, as in bis
poem on IlFrontenac," ful et local associations, and in a
spirited ballad wbicb appeared in the Dominion Illu8trated,
called "lThe Old Ner'-Wester." His last publisbed pro-
duction-the lines te Canada in a recent number et THE
WEEK-well expresb bis deep interosi in the future et bis
native land, as te wbich ho shared the hope et maany
Canadiens thet she may ultimately werk eut fer berself
an independent destiny et ber own, acbieving a wortby
individuel rank emong the nations. He bad a firm faith
in ber greet pessibilities, a firm taitb aise in Ilthe divinity
thet shepes our ends," and s0 he couid sing

Who sitteth supremne o'er the nations forever
Shall guide thes to greatness and shield thee fren shame,

Shall crown wjth completenesa each honest endeavour
'1'hat's doue in the trith and the trust of His naine.

i'his, atter alI, hc feli, was the iiaiin point-tbe Il right-
eousness that exaltetb a nation " wbeîber uts goverumeni
be monarchical or republican.

11e was wammly interested in the scientiiic as weli as
the peetical aspects et nature. He had studied carefuily
and inîeliigently the wriiings et Darwin and Alfred Rus-
sell Wallace and an able review efthie "IDarwinism " et
the latter, whicb appeared in THE WEEK met witb
approval et the distinguished author. Armong bis literary
work, tee, sbould be mentiotied a Canadian stery publisbed
in England by the S. P. G. Hie iaok a warm inieresi in
the wark ot Canadien writers in any department, and
liked te submit bis ewn productions te the kindly criticisin
et a friend.

Natwitbstanding tbe beneficiai effeci et a trip te
British Columbia the yeer before lest, bis heeltb, restered
for e trne, again tailed. Lest summer be visited Poland
Springs and aIse peid a visit te Concord, spending sottie
weeks amid the picturesque scenery et that classic regien.
H1e returned considerabiy better, but during the winter
just past bis physical weakness compelled hin te live very
quietly and te ebstein tram mucb et bis usuel work. One
snowy etternoon, a tew weeks ega, the writer spent with
bim-not imagining thai it was Ilthe lest time." Many
tavourebie topics came up for discussion-among ethers
the great modemn social preblem wbose gravity liefully receg-
nized, ebeng witb its sirong dlaimt on the carnesi sy mpatby
and efforts et our best minds and heeris. Ho e d been e
deepiy interested beamer et Father Huntington's eloquent
eddress in Kingston, and bis remarks showed e warmer
sympaîby witb the subject and a tairer appreciation et
the speaker's viewîs than is, perbaps, usually eccorded him.
Hie aIse discussed front a sympathetic peint et view General
Beetb's great scbeme for belp, and remarked that he bed,
years ega, thought eut and committed te paper a somewbat
similar scbeme te be carried out in our North-West, the
unbappy rebeilion whicb sean atter broke eut preventing
bim fromt giving publiciîy ta bis plan. One efthile topics
ot conversation, that afiernoon, was the great mysiery et
death wbich had ovidently been mucb in his thoughts, and
hie read with toucbing cmpbasis some liues he hed recently
written, expressing bis own feeling towards Il the shadew
teared et man " thet wes se silently and swiftly steehing
upen him. Tboy bave an added significance now and nîay
fitly be appended ta ibis short and ituperfeci tnibute to
thie inemory et a singuierly gentle and genial spirit, wlîo
wiII hoe much inissed for many days te camte, anid'mest
missed by those who knew bim l)05t. IIELIS,

DEATI.
\Vhy should we shudder wvhen we see tliee lie%'.

WVhen hf e thows strong,
Whîen on the shore

'J'le akitîng breakers leap) andi i.ai'
Or wwlîen the groves are re4onaiît witli sonig,

Why should we shrink or fear ?

Or if 'nfiath eadezi sky aud ram and bail
In min-euednîoan
Is lheard, afar,

l'le waves'break on the hiarbojîr bar,
And al the shiny sands with wreck, are sti-mv,î

The spoil of last yeltr'egalle,

M'den paint thee withî rep)ulsive visage I eathi
Thonî art a frieind,
An àngel-gîîest,

wVh 'a (ning briigs nus vhat im hest
Ahov'o mir fevered brows 1 cee thee bend

Aund southe iii with thîy ireat)a!

JboPul Af jin rp , C~Itge, Kiiweton.
K. L. JONES.

CLAUDE WILMOT: A ST0hRY 0F THE WAIi
0F 18721«.

1. CATAIIAQITI.

Twas the close et a sultry suminer day in the year
1812. The waters et the Cataraqui, suîooth as glass,

mirrored the long reeds and grasses and the ricb toliage
et uts shores. Bell Island, thon as now almosi united te
the meinland by e marshy ceusewey, stood sweltering in
tbe euhl scerching sun, theugb a mist bed begun te gether
above the weter, and gave promise et neer relief. libre
and there a skiff meved leisurely over the surface, or an
Indien with quieker struke propelîed bis bark cenoe.
Lookinu îowerds the seuth-west the waters stretched eway
past Tete de Pont berracks, the old Fort Frontenac, ie
Lake Ontario, wbere the distant shore et Wolfe, Island
termed the horizon te a lovely scene.

At tbe Eastern end efthte town, in the shedow et
some poplers plented in the aid days et French rule, by
balf-breed inhabitents et La Selle's village, steod e rough-
cesi cottage, with a gardon slaping down te the river.

The walls lied been covered w itb e yellow lime wasb,
and the low verandah wes well evergrewn witb Virginie
creeper. On the river side et the bouse was an aid fesh-
ioned gardon, where sucb flowers as were thon in vogue
grew teget ber in cberming confusion. Everyone connected
with the place seemed te be absent or asleep. The becs
bumming drowsily among the sun flewers and hellyhocks
wero ibee nîy creatures who seemed te live and inove.

An boum later, there wes e step on the verandah, and,
through an arcb et convoivulus and ciematis, e faim young
girl entered upon the scene. She tripped lightly down the
stepe, peused te pluck a rese-bud for ber beir, snd walked
quickly down the path riverwards.

Seating berself in a ustic bower et clipped cedars
commending e view et the Cateraqui noribwamd, till the
skv hune was broken by wbet is new Barker's Peint, Nora
Cariwright gave bier attention te e cereful survey et the
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