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landers. During the eariiest years of bis life the subject
of this sketch not oniy breathed a military atmosphere,
but these years were marked by that constant change
which usuaiiy faits o the lot of those who reside in gar-
risons or bear fier Majesty's colours. Before hie was
fourteen years of age his fathers reginent had been in
ail the garrison towns of England, Seotland and Jreiand,
including Dominica and Barhadoes, then an important
miitary station in the West Indies, 80 that our future
Senator had seen much, even at this early period, to
awaken interest and euriosity in bis young mind. He
received bis education, firs4t at the regimentat school of the
93rd fiighland-rs, and upon the regiment coming ont to
Canada in 1838, in connection with the outbreak, it was
continued at Dalhousie College, Hiatifax, and completed at
the Bay Street Academy, Toronto, be having, removed to
this city in the fati of 1838. He remailied at this institu-
tion until 1840, carrying away with hîmi the medai for
classics. The Academy was presided over by John
Boyd, the father of Chancelor Boyd of Ontario, and
John Macdonald teft the school as the head boy about
the time the future Chancellor entered it as the youngest
pupil. Having finished bis education, as far as the
echool master was concerned, the next step was the
business or profession in which lie would engage. fis
choice of mercantile pursuits bas long since been justi-
ied by resuits, althougb be wouid, no doubt, have suce

ceeded equaily well in other watks of life. He began
bis business training in the village of Gananoque, with
the firm of C. and J. Macdonald & Co., the senior partner
at the time being Hon. J1ohn Macdonald, wbo was a ment-
ber of the old L egisiative Cotincil, and the junior member
William Stone Macdonald, who is stili living. This irm
conducted an immense trade in lumber, milting and general
mierchandise. The mnembers were of the highest business
rectitude, and their young assistant received an inspiration
front the inethod in whicb business was carried on whichi
bas since proved of service to him. After serving hlire
for about two years he returned to Toronto, and took a
position in the mercantile establishment of the tate Walter
McFarlane on King Street, who at that tîme was doiîig
one of the targest tractes in Upper Canada. After being
here for about six years lie was obligedi, through failing
heailt, ta re'sîgr bis situation and seek change of climat('.
fie sailed for J ainaica in 1847, and after resting for moule
time, entered the businegssbouse of Nethersoîl & (-"., the
largest on the istand. lie renîained here foi, about nine
months, when lie again returnod to Toronto, bringing baek
with himn a spirit of business enthusiasmin egotten by the
wondrous systeni andi energy which lhe saw displayed in
that concern. With renewed energy be applied hinsetf
to work again, and in 18,19 we tind huei beginning business
for bimiself, in ait unpretentious store on Yonge Street,
near Richmond. 'l'lie first step acconîpished in busi-
nesis, viz., the training, the second was now reaclied.
Before passing, it inay be welltot note that miercantile
clerks in those days did not enjoy the advaiitages con-
ferred on theni to-day. Besides, the tiotrs of 'business
then had practically no imit in suminer. They t)egan at
six o'ctock in the morning anti continued until eigltt
o'clock in the evening, or up to ten or twelve o'clock as
cîrcunistances denanded. This, bowever, was perlîaps a
btessing in isguiseif, for it turned one's attention more
exctusively to practical concerns, and encouraged industry
and perseverance in the right sort of young meni. Wbcn
Air. Macdonald launehed ouît in business as bis own
master, bis first move was clîaracteristic of the niait. fHe
imacte the botd attemupt to estabtish ant cxctusivety dry
goo0ds tracte, which at the time was an extremiety precariatis
venture, particularly for a beginner ta niake. Hie, bow-
ever, sue-ecded, and bis establishment became an institu-
tion in the mercantile community.

In 1853 hie moved to larger premîises on Wellington
Street, flot far f ront bis present warehouse, and here lie laid
the founidation of the present large wboiesale importiflg
bouse of John Macdonald & Co. In 1862, bis tracte in the
meantime having Ca ista7htly increased, lie remaved ta
larger premises an the soutb side of Wellington Street
whicbh le erectcd ; these again, speedily becoming too
smnall, ho greatty entarged by adding another pile Of
buildings, which now occupies the ground formnerly
covered by the North American Hotel and the New-
bigging flouse on Front Street. They have a frontage
Of 100 feet witlî 140 in depth, and are six stories
high. Empioyment is furnished ta about 100 men, in-
ctuding the buyers in the Britishi anct American markets,
andt wbile the establishiment is without doubt, the largest
of its kinct in Canada, it wili compare most favourably
with any of the whotes e bouses in the largest cities in
the UJnited States, The guiness interests of this City have
muade amazing strictes since Mr. Macdlonald flrst embarked
upan bis responsibie career, anct during the period that bas
eiapsed, ho bas contributect in na smaîî measure ta their
advancenîent, and ta the condition of things wbicb we find
in Toronto ta-day, froru a commercial standpoiflt. lHe bas
been long connected witb the Board af Trade, and bis voice
bas flot unfrequentty been heard in its councils. On the
appaintruent by the Board of a Trustee ta the Generat
Hospital ho was its representativo for many years, during
wbich time hee beid the office of Chairmnan of the Hiospital
Trust,.fie is at present a member of the Executive
Council of the Board of Tracte.

Aithougli Mr. Macdonald had neyer taken any active
part in politicai matters, in the beginning of June. 1863,
bie was asked ta came forward as a candidate for the
Western Division of the city. Tbe gentlemen wha waited
upon himt, about 100 in number, beaded by Dr. J. T.

Agnew, and the requisition tbey presented ta him con-
taining nearly 1,000 naines of the most praminent electors
in the division, and obtained without any syEtematic
canvass having been made, must be taken as proof of the
high regard in whicb Mr. Macdonald was thon beld by the
public. ln bis reply to the deputation wbo waited uipon
bim hoe said, after signifying bis willingness ta stand: I
wilI advocate the removal of the seat of Government ta
this city, as also representation hy population, as the just
and bonest rights af Upper Canada. 1 will support every
inîasure whicb wilt tend ta, devetop the agricuttural and
commercial interests of this magnificent Province, and 1
wilt oppose cvery effort that would bave the effect of
impairing in any degree eitber of these sources of aur
* country's prosperity. 1 wilappose a wastcful or an
extravagant expenciture of the public mioney. 1 am
opposed ta the division of the University funds. 1 am
opposed ta grants for religions purposes, and ta every
species of religions oppression," Mr. Macdtonald bad for
bis opponent Mr. John Beverley Robinson, afterwards
Lieu tenant-G overnor of this Province. The cantest proved
a very bot one. As the anxiomîs time approacbod, the
excitement in this city was intense, anct made the election
of 1863 memorable in the bistory of Toronto. The resuit
showed a iiajority ini favour of Mr. Macdonald of 462.
No sooner had the vote been announced, than a grand
triumnplal procession was formed on Elizabeth Street
ta escort the menîber elect ta bis (4,eneral Committee
Rooms in the Montreal flouse. t was under the
direction of Mr. Wmn. fodson, the Marsbal for the
day. First came a carniage drawn by four white horses,
with four Union Jacks flying alaf t. In this carniage
was seated the band of the lOth Battalion playing "cSeo
the Conqnering liera Cames." This was followed by a
banctsomne baronche, drawn b)y six beautifut grey harpies,
gailv caparisoned. In the barouche were seatod Mn. Mac-
donald, the momber lect, Dr. L. W. Smith and Mr. 1).
Mathews bis proposer and seconder; Dr. Agnew, Chair-
nan of the Central Comniitt *ee, and Mr. Samuel Alcorn.

A long line of veliceles cf varions descriptions containing
the Ward Conmittees and Mr. Macdonaid's suppor-ters
followed, miany of theni being decorated witb Union Jacks.
As the procession passed aiong, it was witnessed by thon-
sands of enthîîsiastic citizens. Il The band made the streets.
resound with martial airs, and the cleeî-s of the Populace
macte the welkin ring." I'hus were Parliamentary elec-
tiens celebrated, twa tlecades andt a-batf ago. 1Il bis
speech at thîe Montreal flouse Mr. Macdlonaldt said;
" 1 have been electect by the independent bonest vote of
the people, and tlierefore I' wilI know mio anc as Reformer
ou- (onservative, Protestant or Catliolic." Ife was as goomi
as bis worml. ILt wontd be botter for Canada to-day, if
there were more of sucli men in Parliament, andi par-
ticularly iii office. 'lho (Ilole, caminienting on the result
cf' this canitest, whicb bad surprised many persans said:

"Tn years ago, tbe idea of any aoie but a memuber ai the
Famiy omat coitemplating the idea of becoming ainember for the city would have lieen considereti evidence
of insanity. But the influence of the Compact lias beemi
constantly declining, from causes known ta, every one,
while the iercants andti echanics of the city have grown
in a corresponding ratio in numbers, weaith and influence.
The electian of M,. Brown In 1857, and again in 1858
broke the solid phalanx of Toronto Toryisin, andt slowect
that wben ciècumstances were favouinable, a Liberat coutti
be retum-nectin spit of ait the efforts of the Compact.",
Reforring ta the two candidates returnect (Mr. Macdonaldt
andc Mr. A. M. Smith) the saine journal said : ceNothing
cauld be said againstu themf, except tîmat they liat been
brougbt up on oatmeal andi britnstone, and those Who tried
ta raise tbe anti-Scotch cry found that it was of no
force. . . - The idea, that Mr. Macdonald, because he
bappenoti ta be born in Scotland, alttougb brouglit up
front a clîild in Toronto, was unfit ta became a menîber af
Partiament, was at once rejectect, even by the niostu ignorant
and pnjudiced"

Mr. flacctonalct sat ini Parliament until Canfederation
was brougbt about. At tube next general election bie was
defeated for the flouse of Commofla by the late Robert A.
Hiarrison, who afterwards became Chief Justice of Ontario.
In 1875, a vacancy baving ocurred in Centre Toronto, a
constituency establisbed in 1872, Mn. Macdonaldt was
invited ta, beccîme a candidate, and baving consented, lie
was returnect by acclamation. In 1878, wben the National
Policy was sprung on the public, wbose adherence itu targely
secured, Mr. Macdonald was dmfeattid by Mn. Robertu I-ay
by a majarity of 490 votes. In polities Mr. Macdonaldt
bias aiways beon an inctependent Liberal, discarding entirely
party views whenever tbey appeared ta clash with bis settied
convictions, lie apposed tube coalition of 1864, and votued
againstu the Confederation of the Provinces. fis attitude
towards party, when its dlaims coiiflicied with duty, lie
clearly exptained in bis reply ta, a requestu asking bim ta
ho a candidate in 1875. Hie promised ta give thbe Gavera-
ment a cheerful support, but nothing more ; and to the
credit of the requisitionists, they concedodti ta im in
advance perfect fneedom of judgment in deciding upon al
questions. For a number cf years Mr. Macdonald bad
been entirely ont of paîitics, until Novemben, 1887,
wben hoe was muade a Senator af the Dominion.

Mr. Macdonald takes a keen interest in ail public
questions, and w itb several, of groat marnent ta tube coun-
try, bis name will ever lie prominently associated. Durîng
the exciting debates that took place in the Board of Tracte
in 1887 on the subject of Commercial Recipnocity witb the
United States, lie teck an important part. Hie is the
author cf tube resolution that was adopteti, anti was tube
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means of dissipating the political feeling that was begin-
ning ta manifestu itself in that body. The resolution roads
as foliows:

"'That this Board desires to place on recor-d the con-
viction that tube largest possible fmeedomîî of commercial
intercourse between aur country and tube United States,
compatible witb aur relation ta Great Britain, is desirable.

"'That this Board will do everything in its power ta
bring about tlhe consummatian of sucli a resut.

",That, in its estimiation, a treaty wbicb ignored any
of the interests of aur awn country, or which gave undmîe
praminence ta any arme ta the nmglcct or injury of any
other, is one that could not be emtertaimect.

"'That in aur agriculturat, imeral, manufactnring, and
aur diversifieti mercantile intemests, in aur fishenies, foresta,
and other products we possesn a rare anti an extraorcti-
nary degree aIl the clemients wbicb go ta niake a people
great, prosperous and self-reliant.

"lThat these are fitting inctucemients ta any nation ta
render reciprocity with Canada a tuing ta bectdesired, and
sucb as shoulti secure for us a reciprocal troaty witlî the
United States of the broadest and inost generaus character,
which, while fulty recognizing these conditions, would con-
tain guarantees wbich would prove of mutual and abiding
advantage ta bath nations ; but that this Boardi cannat
entertain any proposai wlicb woutti place G4reat Britain at
any disadvantage as compareti with tîe IUitedi States, or
whicb would tend in any nîcasune, howcven amait, ta
weaken the bonds whicb binti us ta the Enmpire."

In 1888 Mr. Macdonald visited the West Iadies and
British Guiana for pleasure andl ta learn wbat openings
they offereti for an extended tracte witb Canada. In Jan-
uary af this year lie laid befone the Toronto Board of Tracte
the resuit of bis enquiriîPs., in a paper entitiet "T[he Present
and Possible Commercial Relations between tubelDoinion
of Canada, the West Indues, anti Britisb (h'iiatma."> It
contained mucb instruction for tîme commiercial connunity,
and, indeed, for ail wbo tako ait interest in the coummercial
developument of Canada, wlîicm is syîmony mous witub its
genemal ativanceneut; andi it stiowed that Ni-. Macdionaldi
bad spared no painîs ta furnish i nmisetf fnlly witlî the
facts concerning the snbject whiclb he bat so mucb
at beau-t. ie assuret is luearers of the genie-mi desino
that prevailei in thme \Vet lndie's foi-, oe business
relations wituh Camnada. Ile entereu l imîo a t-oiipanison with
tube West Indiamu tu-ade doue in (Canadla witb tuiat u e iin
the Unitedi States, pointing omnt tut Canada uit not rec-ive
its fair share. ln Gi-enadmi, for instance, thbe Uitedi States,
as coîmpareml with Canmada, appemîred tot have a noiîopoîy;
for while they senmt quantities cf breaduttmtter, oandies4,
four, anti ish, aIl of wbiclî Canada culul suppty cou ternis
as favourabte as they coulti, anti, in ssanie instances, mpon,
ternis evea more favoui-ale, thbe market, s0 far as Canadla
was concerneti, hati been neglectei. I'Go anti get your
fullest share ai this W/est 1India tracte," ho saiti ; Il the
8lam-e thatu is yours by prexim-ity ta tîmeui, the shane that is
yours by affinituy with theni, tube share that froîntlîceir
intercat anti yonrs tbey dtesîre you ta have." W/bile lie
gave an emnpliatic allirmative ta tube question, IlIs it possi-
ble ta increase tube West India trate?1" lho statedti ulat tîis
could oaly ho brougbit about undor certain conditions. It
wonld ho iîecessary ta secure, (1) a rapiti andi regular steamii
communication, (2) a direct and inoxpensive cable service,
(3) a negutar and prompt postal service, (4) ant ellicient
ligbtbouse service, anti (5) a new departure, bringiuîg aur
mendiants, nilters, lunîber dealers, anti manufacturons into
direct contact with tuhe great leaders in trade in tube varionîs
isiands and BritisBl Oniana. At tube close af the paper
two rosolutions wene passed by the Board, tube instu thank-
ing Mn. MacdionaldtIl"for bis able, interesting, and instruc-
tive report af bis recent investigations in tube W/est Indies
anti Britishi Guiana," anti ordering tube sanie ta ho priatuet
and issuedto uatube nembers of tube Boardi andt thue Boards
of Trade of tube Domninion ; and, secondly, instructing tube
Counicil of tube Board ta tako into consicteratuion tube many
mattens refennedti t in tube report, as tua tbe bestu metuhotis
cf opeaing up an extendeti tracte witb tube West India
Islands, anti at tube same time ta indicate what stueps would
ho deemeti bestu in approaching tube Government i order
to secure tubese ends. In March lastu, Mr. Macdionalti, in
bis place in tube Sonate, rose anti calledth ue attention of
tube flouse ta tube preseat condition af tube tracte af the
couatry, import anti export, in view ai andl in connoction
with tube proposaI af tube Govenmîmient to openi up extuendeti
commercial relations botweon Australia, Southb Ameica,
anti tube W/est Indues; anti enquiremi 'uýhen the Co'verament
proposedt t introduce any umeasure in relation tua the sanie.
The speech bie delivoetid on this occasion was long andl
exhaustive. It sbowed a complete mnastory of the' factus,
anti w-as wel eceiveti throughout tube countury, lie ne-
viewed tube Govennment's intention ta provide mubsicies for
tube improvemont of tube Atltantic mail service, anti for tube
establisbmentu in comnectian witub ler Mmjesty's Govern-
mont of a lineofa fast steamers betwoeni Brituish Columbia
anti China anti Japan, anti its uequest ta tube Sonate ta
consider tube bestu mode of devetoping aur trade, and secnning
direct communication by sitearu witb Australasia, tube W/est
Indies, anti South Amenica. Hie pointeti ont tube dis-
ativantages of attempting ta devetop aur tracte witub Aus-
tralia-among other neasamîs, its distance fron this country
anti tube littie neeti it bati for aur manufactures ; ho tra-
verseti again in a largo measure tube grounti covereti by tube
paper which hoe read before tube Board of Tracte in Toronto,
anti reiteratedth ue ativantages belti out, and tube pros-
pects oiiened by extendeti tracte relations with tube W/est
Indues. Thme closing sentences in bis speech can welt bear
repetition bore : Il1 have atready stated thatu Governments


