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HONOURÂBLE HiONORÉ, MELICIR, Q.C., PREMIER OF QUEBEC.

No ONE among our leaders of Provincial politics bias corne to tbe front of
late years with more proniinence, and few have surmounted more difficul-
dies ln achieving success, than the subject of this sketch, the Hon. Honoré
Mercier, Minister of Agriculture and Premier of Qaebec. And that welI
marked promineuce, in our opinion, bas been ]argely due, apart from ordi-
nary circumstances, to the very bitterness tlîat bis political adversaries have
displayed in attacking hlm personal]y, and lu attempting to thwart bis
designs with ail the means at the disposai of à strong party organization.

When tbe Hon. H. G. Joly resigned the leadership of bier Majesty's
loyal Opposition in the Quebec Parliament, during tbe Session of 1883,
the Liberals formed a iniority of tifteen out of a House composed of
sixty.five members ; and only one Liberal held a sent in tbe upper
branch of the Legisiature, with a nîiembership of twenty-four Legislative
Councillors.

It required more than usual courage and devotion to party princi-
pies to accept the heavy responsihilities of leadersliip under sucli unfavour-
able circumistances, and Mr. Mercier, who was elected to the position,
must bave feit ln accepting the honour conferred upon him at that tiie
by bis colleagues, that hoe was leading a forlorui hope iii the daily struggle
which he had to wage against a powerful Provincial Government, strongly
supported by ail the eloctoral influences of the Fedoral authorities at
Ottawa.

Q uebec was then looked upon as the stronghold of Conservatism, and it
was on]y at short ýipasinodic intervals that the Liberals liad ever had
occasion to goverui in that Province. At the present day, under the guid-
ance of Mr. Mercier as Premier anîd Minister cf Agriculture, the Liberals
hoid the reins of power lu Quebec with a majority of sixteen iu the Logis-
lative Assemably and witb a controlling, influence in the Logisiatîve Council.

The change wrouglit in sucli a short timne (1883-88) bas heen sufli-
ciently remarkable, oven iii Provincial politic:.s, to cause the public to
inquire by wboso capable and energotic hand the miovement was directed
that achieved such success for the Liberal cause.

The Hon. Honoré Mercier was born at Iberville, lu 1840, and belongs
to a famiiy of sturdy farmecrs who settled lu Canada over two centuries
ago. He was educated at the Jesîtits' College, in Montreal, where hoe
graduated with honours. [le then comnienced to rend law in St. Hya-
cinthe, iii the ofice of Messrs. Lafrareboise and Papineau, both after-
wards cailed to the Superior Court Bencb. Mr. Mercier was admitted
to practice la 1865, but already, as a student, lie bad for two or tbree
years taken an active part in the political struggles of the day, and
at the age of twenty-two had become nianagin g editor of Le Courrier de
St. Hlyacinthe. Althougbi at first a great admirer and foiiower of Sir
G. E. Cartier, hoe parted company witlb hlm on the qluestion of Confedera-
tion, and ever since 1867, Mr. Mercier bas been an entbusiastic exponent
of the Liberal doctrines as they are undcrstood anîd practised iu the
Dominion of Canada.

At the general elections of 1872 Mr. Mercier was elected to the
Federal House of Communs for the county of Ilouville, and took bis seat
ou the Opposition bouches, under the leadership of the Hon. Alexander
Mackenzie. Hie took an active part in the memorable debates of those
days on the question of the Paciiic Scanda]. At the general elections of
1874 lie retired from the contest lu IRoiuville to make way for eue of his
political friends, the late Mr. Cheval, M.P.

Again a candidate lu 1878 for Pariiamntary honours, ho was this
time defeated by Judge Tellier l'y a niajority of six, lu the county of St.
Hyacinthe, but was the next year, 1879, elected to the Provincial Legisia-
ture for the saine county, and appointed SolieitorGeneral lu the Joly
administration. Mr. Mercier entered the Cabinet ou the eve of its dowu-
faîl, but sat long euoughi on the ireasury Bouches of Quebec to show him-
self a well infortued, energetic, andI eloquent debater. It is needless to
recaîl here the facts connected witli the defeat of the Liberal Cabinet
tbrough the treason of. five members of the Legisiature, who had been
elected by Liboral constituencies to support Mr. Joly, but who voted
against hlm to accept Cabinet and other positions from Mr. Chapleau, and
wbo became supporters of the new Conservative Administration.

The Liberals became somnewlhat discouraged at this uuexpected turu
of affairs ; and Mr. Mercier, for a moment tbought of abandouing politics
to, devote himself exclusively to tbe practice, of bis profession. But bis
friends prevailed upon hlmi to retain bis Sent lu Pariament, and when the
Ronourabie Mr. Joly, in 1883, resigned the leadership ho was unauimousiy
elected to replace hlm, by bis Liberai colleagues.

Iu this new rdle Mr. Mercier was isfforded an 'opportunity of displayiug
to full advantage those remarkabie qualities wbich have p1acedl hlm lu se
short a space of time lu the, front rank of Canadian statesinen. Iu the
tbree succeediug years fie showed hiniself, through good and ill report, to,
be a leader inbued withb the courage of bis convictions, always standing to
his guns, and nover flirîching under the most rakiug fire of bis adver-
saries. With only a corporal's guard of followers, ho maintained a struggle,
against a Goverument, wbich, owing to i ts long bease of power, the skilful
manner lu which it had manipulated the constituencies, and the inherent
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projudice tbat appeared to exist againist anytbing hearing the name of
Liberal, seemed well-nigb invincible. Mr. Mercier's figbt was a heroie
one. With a following reduced to fifteeu members, ho had to check three
successive Goveruments. His adversaries soon began to feel the force of
bis attack, and one af ter the other tbe Hon. J. A. Cbapleau and Hon. J. A.
Mousseau retired disconmfited froin the field, leaving lu other bauds. the
direction of the party. The Leader cf lier Majesty's Opposition in the
Local Legislature, by bis scatbing denunciation of the mismanagemeut and
recklessuess of bis opponents, succeoded lu demoraiizing the Conservative
ranks, and gained for Iiimiself great popularity lu the country. That
courage which is one of tbe most prominent traits lu Mr. Mercier'$
cbara.2ter was at this period of bis career brouglit eut in strcng relief.
Poor lu this world's goods-having a family to support-a large and
complicated law practice te attend to-witb a more haudful of followers
andi the chances a thousand to one against him-unmercifully maligned, wWl
represented, and traduced by bis opponerîts hoe stood by bis post wbule bis
enemnies decried hiii, until devotion won its reward and success crowned bis
brilliant efforts. Looking over the whole field of Canadian politics, few
instances can ho found of a party leader who bias attained sncb succoss ln
the face cf such seemin ' ly insurmounitabie difficulties. To properly under«
stand the situation, it inust be renieînbered that lu 1886 wheu Mr. Mercier
entered upon the camipaigu that resuited in the defoat of bis oppenents, the
Liberal party was witbout organization or discipline. The geulus of its leader
speodily asserted itself, and once muore piacing himself at the bond of bis
followers, hie comnîenced a combat with bis opponeuts that ended only Witb
their overthrow. It was virtually a struggle to the deatb.

The niemorable events of the campaigii of 1886, its raison cl 'être, the
expiting incidents that attended it, aiid the absorbing interest with which
it was watcbed tbroughout the Dominion, are toc receut in the minds Of
ail readors te require any elaboration lu this article. Deaiing as we are
with Mr. Mercier in a personal aspect, and as a party leader, it is
only necessary te point eut a few cf the salient features of this remark&ble
period lu bis career. There are those who pretend te find fault With
the presont Premier for bis actions at this stage. But it must not be
forgotten that at this time Quebec politics were ini a peculiar positiO '
ibere were those lu both parties who were disgusted at tbe inaPti'
tude and miismnanaclement sbowni by the Governmeut of the day, aud it W"t
seon that something liad to be doue for the honour of the Province.Di
satisfaction was appearing lu the Conservative ranks, aud it was thereforO
not surprising that the eyes of many Conservatives turned to Mr. Mercier
as the oiy leader capable cf inatigurating a new and more successfuî er8
iii Provincial politics. Mr. Mercier was too great a tactician, as well as too
patriotic a Canadian, to lose sigbt of the opportunity. Ho saw with the oye
of a practised statosmian that by uniting ail sections ou behaîf of a g'Od
and bonest Governineut, the resuit would ho a comparatively easy task.
Tbis was the raison d 'être cf the new National Party, of which Mr. Mer-
cier became the bead and active spirit. The resuit ef bis foresiglit '19,
spcedily apparent. Wlien the general elections cf 1886 were brought Ol'
Mr. Mercier devoted hiroseif te the exposition of bis new policy with

herculean energy. Withi a few trusted followers hoe began au extended
tour froui eue end cf the Province te the ether, addressing meeting8 '
county af ter county, and appealing persona]lly te the people fer the endors'
tien of bis programme. It was, lu mauy respects, a remarkable iucident*
Bis opponents had monoy and the prestige that long years of ýgovOrnu1Ol"
assures, t ho leader cf the gallant little baud of Oppositionists had 01,11
bis untiring energy and the heroîc devotion of a small baud of o'thtu
siastic supporters. But with ail the disadvantages under wbich he
hoe laboured, ho nover falterod lu bis gallaut struggle. Travers'n the
length and breadth of the Province hoe addressed ne bass than eue hufldrel
and sixty public mîeetings, crossiug swords witb the most redoubtabl6
oppcnents, and utterly worsting them lu debate. lis vigerous lal,
'socu commenced te have their effect. The people, accustomed te believS
tbat there xvas nothing good outside cf the Conservative party, began t"

ask themselves if a nman wbo displayed such splendid courage, sucb deef
mined energy, and sncb powerful talents as lie bad sbown, was Ofifo
the bighest position lu the Province. Moreover bis political prograThere

was one that secured the support of the great body of the electors .viil
was the most urgent necesbity for the speedy rcsteratiou cf the -Prend th
finances to a Sound basis, the readjustruent cf the representatiOiip a"
botter protection of Provincial rights. Mr. Mercier was the onî'y leadere
lin Provincial politica who had the courage te corne out squarely 01 f bis
issues, and te bis firm and decided stand lu this respect, net a littl e Very
future success was due. The results -of the electiens are knewu toe
one familiar with Canadian politics. Geing te the country with a fold~'
ing Of fifteen members, eut ef a lieuse cf sixty-flve, Mr. Mercier reterl'
with a substantial majority lu the Chamber. 0551ible

The defeated Governuient Jid net take the result with the best Pto
grace, and it was net until after considerabie and vexatieus Opp08 bl
that it yielded te the inevitable, and that Mr. Mercier was called UPI pOf

accomlishe ~lthgre~Lieut.-Gev. Masson te forni a Cabinet, Thîis ho a»opihd ih,,
success, givîng represeutation to the different elements lu the parYa rjig
gatbering areuud hlm several cf the strongest figures lu provinîcial P
mentary life. teUee t'

The subsequent events of Mr. Mercier's career are cf orentOct
ronce te require much attention at this time. After a brief adjeurlif the
cf the Legisiature hoe agala appeared before the lieuse as Leader a od t"
Governmeuit with a clearly fornîulated policy, wbicli ho was prepa re r

defend ail along the lino. Its principal planks, as already Onie ' 0

rpenttoadtepoeto ofPoica its Serlthe restoration of the finances te a sound basis, the re-adjus t ulen ab8
measures the Premier bias .successfuily inaugurated, others are 0111Y
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