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PROTESTANT TRIBUJES TO
THE CATHOLIO CHUROH
Talk With a Parson

Parson : "Lt (flie Catîolic Magazine, auflor of Essaya on
Clurdli> las neyer euacted a law tIc Dark Ages, and many of 1er
nlom adopted a policy fIat looked works. Ln lis essaya, le says;
foward life. crowh aud spiritualI
eVolution sxîcc if came idto tIc
Word."

Now, Parson, we propose fo
Prove fliaf you are exceedingly
ignorant of the hisfory of Euro-
Peau civilizat ion and of the Cafth-
Olic Clurch as flic controiling
factor ini it. We will do this not
fromn Catholic, but from exclus-
ivcly Protestant authorities. No,
because tley better flan catho-
lic authorities, but lieing
]lSotestanfs, their tesfimony
Will not lie suspected of bias
il, favor of fIe Churdli, but will
lic considered as an lonest and
frank effort to lie truc f0 fIe
facta of history. Unlike yout
iParson, thc authors we shall
quote are wcli known fo fhe
World iu tIc field of lit crature
and learning.

The flrst wc quote la fhe lis-

LECKY.

In lis "llistory of Rational-
isma." hliays:

The Catlolic Clurdli was the
Yry hearf of Christendoin. The
rcesult of fhe asccndency it
gained brougîf about a stagre of

ivilizatioxi fIat was one of thc
tlost important iu tIc evolutions
Of society. By consolidating thc
heterogeneous an d anarchical cie-
ruaents fIat succeedcd fIe down-
faîl of flic Roman Empire, bYt
itifusing into Clristendom fIe
iConc,,,eption of a bond of unify

fItis superior to tIe divisions
)f nationlood, and of a moral tic
that 18 superior f0 force, liy sof
tenling slavcry into serfdom, andt
Preparing fIe way for tIc ulti-
Illate emancipation of labor,
,A.THOLLCISM f LAID 111E
VERY FOUNDATIONS 0F
MODERN CIVILIZATION. In

the transitio)n from slavcry f0
Mlerfdom, and iu the transition1
froin serfdoma to liberty, she was8
the mort zealous, flic most un-
'Wcaried and tIc most efficient
%gent. Vol. 2. Pages 36, 37, 209.

Tle great sfatesmn and adho-t
lar,1

WILIAM E, G4LADSTONE, 1
plaid:

Since tIc firsf flireliundred1
Ycars of persecution tIe Roman1
CathlîîcClurcI lias marcledfor fi ffeen hundred years at tIchead of civlization, and last
driveu.;harnessed fo ifs chariot ass
bo0rses to a triumplal car, fIe
chief lutellectual and material
forces of flic world; its art, tIc t
ai-f of flic world; ifs genins, flict
gelus of tIc world; f fa great-t
Iness, glory, grandeur and maes-
tY lave been almosf, f hough not
abolutcly, ah fIat, iu t lese res-
Pects, tIc wýorld las lad to boastt
0f-Quoted from Dr. Zalm'sE
"C'atliolic Sience and Cafliolic,
8cicnitists," pagre 116.

DR. SANMUEL K. MALýITLAND
'Nas lilirarlan to tIc Protestant
.Arhbishop of Canterbiury, editor
for several years of tIc Britishî'

At flic darkest periods the
Christ ian Clurdli was the source
and spring of civilization, the
dispenser of what littie comfort
and security there was in the
things of this world, and the
quiet scriptural asserter of the
rights of man. Page 393.

M. GUIZOT,
thc Protestant Frendhli hstorian,
says:

There can lic no doulit that flic
Catholic Church struggled
against flic great vices of fthc
social state-againsf slavery, for
instance. These facfs are so xvcll
known that if is ncedlQss for me
to enter into details.-"llistory
of Civilization," lecf. vi.

REV. E. CUTTS,

author of "Turning Points in
Englisl llistory"-a work wrhich
was published by tIe Englîsh
Society for Prornotiug Christian
Knowledge-says;

Iu the Middle AÂges the Cliurch
was a great popular institution
* * * One rcason, no doitbt,
of the popularity of the Medioe-
val Clurch was that it had al-
ways been tIc champion of flie
people and fhe friend of fthc poor.
lu politics the Churcl was al-
xvays on flic side of the liberties
of the people ag ainst the tyrannv
of thc feudal lords. lu fthe eye
of thc nobles the laborîng popu-
lation wcre bcings of an inferior
caste; in flic eyc of tho Church
they werc brethrcu in Christ,
souls to be wvon and trained and
flttcd for heaven. * * * On
the whole, witl. many draw-
backs, the Media-val Chnrch did
its dut y-according to its ligîf .to
tlie people. If was the great culti-
vator of lcarning and art, and
if did ifs best to educate the peo-
ple. Lt lad vast political influ-
ence, and used it on the aide of
the liberties of the people. * '**
By means of its painting and
sculpture in the dhurcIes, its
mystery plays, ifs religious festi-
vals, its cafechism aud its preach-
ing, if las probable that the chief
facts of fIe gospel history and
the doctrines of the creeda were
more univcrsally known and
more vividly realized flan
among the masses of our presentj
population.-"-Turning Points of
English Churdli History," 1874,
pages 16, 16,5.

JAME2IFS ANTHONY FROUDÈ,
the Protestant English historian.
says

Neyer in ail their history, in
ancient times or modern, neyer
that we know, of, have mankind
flrown ouf of thcmselves any-
thing so grand, so useful, so
licautiful as the Catîolic Clurdli
once was. lu these times of
ours well-regulatcd sclfisîness is
the recoguîzed mile of action;
every one of us is expectcd to
look ouf for himself first, and
take care of lis own inter-
csts. At fIe time 1 speak of fthc
ChurcI ruled the State witl flic
authority of a conscience, and
scîf-intereat, as a motive of ac-
'tion, was only uamed to ie1

ahhorred. The bishops and clergy
were regarded freely and simply
as the iminediate ministers of the
A'rnighty; and they seemed to
ha ve really deserved that high
estimate of their character. ',Lt
was not for the doctrine -which
hey taught, only or chiefly,

that they werc helfd in honor.
Brave men do flot faîl down lie-
fore their fellow-mortals for the
words which they speak or for
fthe rites which they perform.
Wisdom, justice, seif-denia], no-
bleness, purity, high-mindedness
-these are the qualities before
wrhîch. the frec-born races of
Europe have been contented to
bow; and in no order of men
were sudh qualities to be fonnd
as they were found six hnndred
years ago in the clergy of the
Catholic Church. They called
themselves the successors of the
Apostles; they claimed, in their
Master's name, universal spirit-
ual authority, but they made
grood their pretensions by the
holiness of their own lives. They
were allowed to mile because
they descrved to rule, and in the
fullness of reverence kings and
nobles l-int liefore a power
which was nearer to God than
their own. Over prince and sub-

ject, chieftain and serf, a body of
uuarmed,defenccless inen reigned
supreme by the magic of
sanctity. They tamed the fiery
Northern warriors who had
broken in pieces the Roman Em-
pire. They tauglit thenl-thcy
brought thein really and truly
to lielieve-that, thëev lad im-
morfal souls, and that they
would one day stand at the aw-
fui judgtment bar and give ac-
count for their lives there. With
the brave, the houe--t, and the
good, witl those who had licen
just in ail their dealings; with
those who had fnught against
evii and lad tried valiantly to
do tîcîr Master's will, nt that
great day it would be well. For
cowards, for profligates, for those
who lived for luxury and pleas-
ure and self-indulgence, there
was the blackncss of eternal
deatli.

Aul awfnl conviction of this
tremendous kind the clergy had
eflectually instilled into the
mind of Europe. Lt was not a
formn of words repeatcd once a
week at churdli; it was an as-
surance entertained on aIl days
and in alI places witlonf any
particle of doulit. And the effect
of sucli a belief on life and
conscience was simply immeas-
urable. * * * In the eyes
of the clergry the serf and his
lord stood on the common level
of sinful hnmanify. Into their
ranks higIh birth was no pass-
port. They were themselves, for
the most part, children of the.
people; and the son of the artisan'
and peasant rose f0 the mitre or
fthc triple crown, just as now-a.
daiys thc rail-splitter and the
tailor become Presidents of the
Repulilic of the West. The
Churcli was cssentially demo-
cratic, while at the samne time if
lad the monopoiy of learninr*-
"Short Studies on Great Sub-
jects, Vol. 1, pages 33, 37.

Thc learnedl
CANON FARRAR,

in his "Sainfly Workers," says:
Whaf was if thaf had pre-

served the best elements of
Christianity in the fourth ccii-
tnry? Thc self-sacrifice of thc
lermits. Wrhat was -if whicl

tonie races? What kept alive Though seemingly enslav-ed,
the dying embors of science? the Churcli was in rcality theIWhat fanned into a flame thec life of Europe. She was the re-Iwhite ashes of art ? What re- fuge of the distressed, the friendclaimcd waste lands, cleared of the slave, the helper of the in-forests. drained fens, protccted jured, the only hope of learning.
miserable populations, encour- To lier chivalry owed its nobleagod free labor, equalizcd widcly aspirations; to«her art and agri-separated ranks? What xvas the culture looked for eve-ry improve-
sole witness for the cause of ment. The ruler from hier learnedcharity, the sole preservative of some rude jnsice; the ruled
even partial education, the sole learned fait h and obedience. Let
rampart against intolerable op- us not ci~ to the superstition.
pression'? What weak and un- which teachts that the Church
armed power alone rctained the lias always upheld the cause of
strcngth and the determination tyrants. Through the Middle
to dash down the rnailed hand Ages she xvas the only friend
of the baron when it was np- and advocate of the people, and
lifted against the serf, to pro- of the rights of man. To hier in-
dlaim a truce of God bctween fluence was it owing that,
warring violences and to make through ail that strange era, the
insolent wickedness tremble by slaves of Europe were better pro-
asserting the inherent supremacy tected by law than are now the
of goodncss over transgression, free blacks of the United States
of knowledge over ignorance, of by nationafl statutes.
quiet righteousness over bruteSAULAIG
force ? You will say the Church,a AULANG
vou will say Christianity. Yes,a Scotchman and a Presbyterian,
but for many a long century the in his "'Observations on Europe,*'
very bulwarks and ramparts of says:
the Church were the monaster- Law, learninZ, education.ies. and the one invincible force science, all that we terni civiliz-of the Churcli lay in the self-sa- ation in the present social con-crifice, the holiness, the courage dition of the European people.of the monks.-'Saintly Work- spring from the supremacy of

er n paes8,he fi Roman Pontiff and of the
Lu lis Catholic wriesthood ovnx the

HULSEAIN LECTURES
before fIe University of Cam-
bridge f lis same Canon Farrar,
dhaplain of Quecu Victoria, said:

From fthe fifil to the flirt centî
cent ury tIc Churcî was en-
gagced in claborafing tIe most
splendid organization wlidh fthc
world las ever accu. Starting
witl fIe separation of tIc spirit-
ual from tIe temporal power,
and tIc mutual indepeudence of
ecdlinl ifs own spîere, Catholic-
ism worked Iand in Iand witî
feudalisîn for the amelioration of
mankiud. IUnder flic influence
of Cafholicism fIe monasteries
prcscrved learning, and main-
taincd thc sense of flic unit y of
Christendom. IUnder flic coin-
liincd influence of bofli grew up
thec lovcly idea of dhivalry,
moulding .generous instincts into
gallant institutions, makiîîg tIc
liody vigorous and flic on1 pure,
and wedding tIc Christian vir-
tues of Iumîlity and tendernes
f0 flic natural graces of courtesy
and sfreugtl. During flua period
flic ClurcI was the one migltv
witness for liglif in an age of
lawlcssness, for personal hol-
nesa lu an epocl of licent ions
rage. Amid fIe dcspofism of
kinga and tIc turbulence of aria-
tocraf s if was an inestimable
blessing fIat flere sîould lie a
power wlicî. liy the uuarmcd
majcst.y of simple gooduess, made
tIc Iaugltiest and boldeat res-
pect fIe interesfs of justice and
tremble at the flougît of tem-
perance, rigîteousne-s and judg-
ment f0 corne.-- Hulscaii lectures
for 18M0 page 115.

An American writcr in flic
NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW,

1840, says:
Lt would tIen, perlapa lic ex-

pedient to retèr flic history of
Europe lu fIe Middle Ages fo
Lfaly, as thec history of flic an-
cient world las always licen re-
ferrod fo Rome. île greaf as-
cendancy of flic Papal, and tIc
influence of Italian gcnius on
literature and fine arts of al
counfries, made Italy csscnfially
fIe centre of ligît, the sovereigiu
of tliou-ht, flic capital of civ liz-
ation.
ANOTIIER PROTESTANT WRITER

VILUOL14VUU-V r-' Lli

kings and nobles of flic Middlc
Ages. Al fIat men lave of civil,
polit ical and religions frccdom
in fthc prescrit age may lie clcarlv
traced. lunflic hîsforv of every
country, to fIe working and
effects of tIc indepeudeut power
of flic ClurcI of Rome over flic
properfy, social cconomy, move-
ment, mind and intelligence of
ail conuccted wi h lier iunflic
social liody.

Wc wîll close our quofations
fromn Protestant auflorifies liy
giving another fromn

REV. CANON FARRAR.
Consider what flic Ciuirdli did

for education. 11cr feu thousand
mouasteries kept alive and
fransmifted thaf forcI of learu-
ing whicl otherwisc would have
been cxtingnishcd long before.
A religious education, incompar-
alily superior f0 tIe mere afhle-
ticisms of the nolile's hall, was
cxtended to fIe mea'mesf serf
wlo wisled for if. This facf
alone, by proclaiming tIc dig-
nity of the individual, elevated
fIe entire lopes and destinies of
the race. Tle Iumanizing ma-
chinerv of aclools and universi-
tics, fIe civilizing propaganda of
mission ary zeal, were tley flot
due fo lier ? And, more flan
fhIs, lier very existence -was a
living education; if showed fIat
the successive ages were not
sporadic and accidentai sceimes.
but were '2ontiuuous and imIer-
eut acts in one great drama. In
Christendom tIc ycarnings of
the past werc fulfilled, tIe di-
rection of thc fuiture deternîined.
In dim but magnificent proces-
sion "flie giant forma of empires
on f leir way to muin" lad ecd
ceded f0 lier fleir sceptres, lie-
queafîcd to lier their ziffs.* * *
Life became one liroad, rejoîcing
river, wîose tributaries, once
severed, were now united, and
wlosc maiestic stream, wîtlout
one break lu ifs continuity,
flowcd on, undcr flic common
sunlight, from ifs source lieafI
fIe tîrone of God.- "Christian-
ity amd flic Race," page3 186.

Sudh, Parson, la our rcply to
vour statement. Iuthfli hlt of
these Protestanit scholars and
histo rians you xviili e able to

iu tIe North American Rcview. se tliat you have made a sorry
1845, wvrites: Coiiiiniid on pige :3
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