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provided they have flot been previously decorated upon the Bisque ;if SQ,

they would be finished in the gloss ovens. If this is not the case the design is

placed upon the glaze and again subjected to, fire, causing the colours to blend

with said glaze. The time for firing this kiln varies according to its size.

After these various processies tbey are now ready for the tradc-a trade so,

beneficial to, us ail, for who can estimate its utility and the comforts we deriVc

fromn it. J. jV Gray.

P. S-For much of the latter information I arn irîdebted to, Mr. Benijainii

Bloor, of this city, a skilfuil decorator and a mian of large experience in pottery.

-W, G. _ _

THE CULTIVATION 0F FORESTS.

The cultivation of fore3t trees s beginning to attract tic attention of the

farmers on the Paçific coast. They are being led to understand th.at there aie

profits to be derived froin. the cultivation of good forest trees, in the effect

exercised on the climate lessening the probabilities of drought and dec reasing

the expenses of irrigation. This hias also been the subject of inucb attention

in the Eastern States, particularly in the more heavily populated ones, xvhere

lands once covered with fine trees have been literally laid bare. On taking up

a farm the first thought and act of the fariner svas to cut down every tree

growing on it - and hie neyer sceeîed quite happy tintil the last one hiad fallen.

In travelling througb Canada 1 observed that the saine errorieous idea prevailed,

but possibly to, a less extent. The governing idea iii the niind of the fariner

was, no doubt, to, make every square inch of bis land productive. Thle results

of late years have proved to thein howv great was tbe mistake they made, one

that hias told very materiaily against the profits of the fariin. Tlhey now se

that this Ilclearing away " bas also pretty wcll Il cleared " awvay thec limate, in

reducing the number of rainy days and baving a bad effect on the crops. A

writer on the subject very correctly says, IlEvery foreign scientific mnan who

cornes to, this couîntry is imîîressed wvith the great ivaste of forest. Accustoried

as Europeans are to the culture of wvoodland, the reckiess methods of American

farmers strike thern with astonishment. The trouble hias been that tbe bound-

less forces of tbe North-west promised to, endure for ever, and tiiere seerned

no incentive to any care of the original growth of timber. Now a more sen-

sible idea begins to prevail. It is seen tlîat east of the Appalachian range tlîe

forest bas alrnost dîsappeared ; wbile in many parts of the xvest, the wbolesalc

waste of timber carried on for years bias bad a sensible effect upon tbe face of

the country. In the Southern States the systern of exbausting land ivith cotton
and tobacco, and then throwing it into old fields, bas resulted in a thick growth

of worthless scrub pine on the abandoned lands. To tbe tourist tbese fields at

a short distance have the look of a good pine forest, but one wbo lias bad anty

experience in southern agriculture knowvs their utter worthlessncss. The fine

old forces of the south bave been more sbamnefully ill-used than tbose of the

north ; tbe negro bias so littie regard for trees that lie neyer fails to eut down

the young sapiings because tbey yield flrewood withlî ess trouble tban otber

trees."
In the State of New York, where tbis error of a total clearing away ivas

flrst observed, the replanting of forest trees bias been attended with very good

results. In one belt of country wbere replanting was general, tbe rainfail lias

largely increased, and the ramn is more evenly distributed throughout the season

than in a neighbouring district almost cornpletely denuded of timber. On the

prairies of Kansas and Nebraska, wbere a good natural growth of wvood ih

lacking, the results obtained from the planting of forest trees were even morc

strikingly illustrated. The planted forest serves as a good windbreak, and th(

influence of the wood's growth was seen in lessened periods of drought and ar

increase in crops. What is demanded, bowever, is accurate information aboui

the varieties of trees adapted to particular localities, and toi provide this th(

Governinent bas set apart an appropriation, and placed in charge of tbe worl

Charles Sargent, professor of arboriculture in Harvard College. Among th(

peculiar trees of Oregon is one known as the Port Orford cedar. It is usec

for. building and other purposes, also in making buckets, tubs, and sucb like

The trees wben tapped emit a liquid corresponding to turpentine, but wvlicf

possesses the colour and flavour of the cedar wood, and is called oul of cedar

Fresh water put in a new bucket made of this wood will in a few minutec

become s0 tainted as to be unfit to drink. Frorn the captain of a merchan

vessel who.had brought down several cargoes of this wood I learned that fisi

placed in tubs made frorn if and filled with water would die in a very shor

time. Fromn experirnents made by hirn he found that crabs piaced in one o

these tubs filled with sali water died in two hours. Sinelts only lived twent:
minutes. A tree that bas been found to do well in the State of California i
eucalyptus, or blue gumn tree, so well known in Australia. The rapidity of it:
growtb. is something remarkable, and for this reason many persons iii thq
vicinity of San Francisco are cultivatiflg themn for the sole purpose of firewvood
The scarcity of large trees in this immediate neigbourhood will always maki
wood for fuel valuable. The cultivation of the alrnond tree bias aiso beei

attended with success. In the country near San José there are about 350 acre
planted this year in almond trces. The groivers dlaim. that it is the best payin,
industry ini that part of the country, the profits derived being larger than ar
obtained from any other enterprise.-Land and Water.

ANOTHER WORD ON A WORN QUESTION.

Wec soinCtirnes wonder îvhetiîer it lias ever OCCuirred to the JYitness that

its oxvn advertisers are mucli more fond of referring to the cost of production

of thie articles they seli as deternîining the prices at wviich tlîey offer tlîer 10,

thie public, than to aiiy competition of oppoteiits. Tlîey coîîstaîîtly assure uis

iliat ihey are selling at aost-or a litîle above cosî--or sometirnes, for supposed

convenience îlîroîxgh a disordered irade, somexvhat beiow cost. Tbey are

erîabied to seil chicaîy because tlîcy have paid casli for ail tbeir puirchases at

wholesaie, and have so avoided initerest charges on value of goods. But whcn

we turiî to the leading columns in tlie saine paper, we get quite a different

presentation of the question. 'Ibere we are asked to believe that everythiiig

iii the wvay of lirice ii regulated by coinpetition on the great scale by the corn-

petîtion of foreign couintries, and we nîay fairiy ask xvhicb view w'e are toi

acceî't. )ie max' take another look at ibis question. Competition is coin-

petition, anîd home cornpetiGon nîigbt be juist as cocive as the foreign. If

we do not yet c'njoy a sufficieîîcy of the former influence in Canada, il wili be

sure to conie wheni any hiome manufacture becomres estabiisbed and prosperous.

Indeed, so inuich ivas inade of tbis point, at first, in the înany-sided minds of

the free-traders, that ive wvere told aIl successful manufactures xvould be sure

teo be ruiîîed by sucli ])orne cornpetition.

Nowx uir mnanufacturiers always claini that the great objeet of tbe National

I'ohcy is ta secure flot so much great prices as the borne rnarket for their

goods, anid tlîey have soinctinies said if thcy could be favoured îvith tbis tbey

îvouid take care tlîat tlîcir lîrices slîould continue a& low as the outside rates.

The extent of the mîarket in wbicb bie is able 10 operate is certainly a very

strong consideration toi tic mantufacturer of means and skill. Give hum a

wider mnarket and lie cari lowver bis prices at once. If these points were

adnîittcd there îvould only scen t0 reniain for the reasoners of the [Witness

scbool the argument of superior naturai facilities for production in certain

counitries. We oîîght 10 look a litile more ciosely than ive have commonly

donc mbt tlie inerits of tlîis argument. The superior facilities dwelt upon

xvill be founid 10 consist generally of larger capital and greater skill and

experience. A new anîd enterprising country like Canada, thinking thé lime

bias corne for it, will wish to have -.orne of this capital, skill and experience

introduced upon its own field of operations, and to ascertain in wbat branches

its facilities duly cbcrished will be likely in tirne to compare withthose of other

countries. 'To cberish tbe early growth of the manufactures here concernied,

the advantage or a secured homne-market is very important. If in spite of ail

probable or possible effort on our part there are branches of production in

xvhicb ive can neyer hope to excel, it sbould be shown clearly which those are;

aîîd it is not ai ail likely that any one will want to force then uîîon the country,
or îvould succeed if lie tried 10 do so. A new country could certainly afford ta,

tnake sonie concessions for the sake of keeping its people at home,-tbe mind

and muscle of thc land. Sucli kceping at home is also a question of consump-

tion of agricuitural axîd other bomne produce, and of the home market generally,

but it is a great deal more than that, for the people are the nation. Though

urging tliese points, we are of course both willing and desirous 10 admit articles

*which we cannot.produce ourselves, and specially articles embodying the fruits

of special and locaiized taste and genius, such as books, pictures, objects of

*beauty and higli-class manufactures generally. These we sbould like to sec

admitted at the most moderate rates possible, partly as specialties, and partly

as productions for whicli our own lime is flot yet corne.

The great destroyers of healtby organization in trade and commerce are

jusi those which the economists and advocates of the laisser aller are disposed ta

averlook, and these are over-production and vicious credits. Tbey are elernents

subversive of business prosperity and national happiness. The înischief tbey

do enters into ail relations of life. They create those cruel ebbs and flows of

activity and means which tend ta, make of our modern civilizations a by-word
toi the ages. Add to these, trade adulterations in the quality of goods, and the

picture is complete. Our great object is to set a good example in this respect,
and te, preserve the even flow of our operations and the solid basis of aur

credits. If we could suppose a branch of home manufactures carried on as il

should be, say, after a model fashion as to charges and quaiity of goods, ta,

which might, we will suppose, be added a systemn of tîrne-bargains for produc-
ttion and sale. In such an irnagined case what roorn would there be for outside
1competition? Wbat purpose could be served by a glut of gaods corning upon

t stîch a market froni the outside ? Do not such considerations induce us ta

flook upon competition in the light of a powerful whip-thong? And to rccog-

i nize such good seholars as there may be, capable of co-aperation and of mutual
Sagreementi of capital and labour dlaims, as flot needing the application af such

a thong?
The generai objeet to be sought is to establish neither a bigh nor a loxv

prce but a truc and just price, this latter being the outeome of many forces

Sand tbotights and conclusions of reason. That w'e sec is not a game of grab.

9 For it a moderate competition may be sometinies needed, but it would seeni

e more in concert with the gencral lîigb purpose of the Witness newspaper that
it shîould be engaged iii promoting the devclopment of this truc price and this


