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CARDINAL MANNING ON THE ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH AND MODERN SOCIETY.

Modemn society pri cîs iians- conisplicated probîsîis. Ever> svieîe tîsere

is ais insettienîciit cf ideas. Tl'ise pi escnt iý an age cf ci iticism and tranisition.

The crîtical spirit boîis cf' tfic Rr forination i,; stili at w ork. Thie old order cf

tiigs t-fle fendai sy ,teîîs nisl isied usai i uicli, tue twso iîîouids inito winhid

Puropeais life iîad lîcets cast Lîîablc to coîstaits anid express the vital eîiergy

tisen aw akeîed, su-cie destiîse(l to iii destro) cd 1)y it. Tl'ie iscî uvine inn-- li ss

tise old bottles. Bnt tue wosk cf desuoliticîs w-as not accomplisiied iii a century.

It is stili going ous. Tisrougls terrible conv ulsiosns like the Fr-enîch R-ývolutious,

or msore peaceably, tise old politicai ox der of tise feudal system has, been brokeis

up and( is siowly pa ,ýsng iway-. Uîslike tise foundations of tise iiicdIaeval

clisurcis wviici corresponded to It are bi iîg rapidiy iiidcrrniisec by tfi i prîgress

of tise arts aiid sciensces anid tise streauîu of quickeîsed istclic trial life w'Iicis lias

es-cry%îviscre se-t ii. 'F'isc age cf' superstitionus faiti is past ;- tliat cf intelligenc e

lias -oissc, us-ieis£it ansd institutions wisici sccîssed to foris a isecessai y part

cf the estabiisiicd order cf' thse tlise iliverse iiiust justify tlesciîses cîs clear

aîsd ratioîsai grouisds. 'Ne tlius lise aissidst tise svreck aîsd ashes cf a former

order. Jiit at tlic saine tusse ils siglit cf a sesv and isigher order slow'ly

struggliîsg t o risc ont cf' the ruiiis of flie pa5t. Mcxi ciuîsiot i est îIcriiieistly

iii criticisisu. A coîsstruîturc ci a cf isccessity sur ýcceds cisc cf ci iticisisi and

denicliticis. Aftcr Johns ha niloise h is work, caisse jestîs.

But tise oid orclu-r (lies sIo\vly -sti îggies liard vitis inecvitabie i )Cstiisy-.

Oncie and agii IL sceliî tii I eî-oiîs aîiiated uvithis îew s igorîr. With tlisc

fceliiîg oif reisesed streîsgtli couses tuie coîîsr-ounîiess cf a nscu lease cf life anid

an undyiisg force, uuiiii Ciajisîs to mile the fuiture as it iad dnis tlie jast.

Axsd aîssidst tlise chaos cf ideas ansd cofiiit caused by tlise passiisg auVay cf cisc

aîsd tlise grouvul cf' asotîser order cf tiigs, it is iîstercstiîsg as it is aise istruc-

tive to inote lsow it ail] appears froin tise poeint cf nsen cf the dccayiîsg systen.

Th'ie article cf Cardinal Mansninsg, t1ise rfore, on tise Clsurcis's attitude te)

nmodern society ilsftise Veluiy isiiber cf tlise A'ort/î Aiielr/eauý Rev'io descu -es

nmcre tuai psassiisg nsotice, coîsiîsg as it does fîoîss suds a îsromnîeîst ads ocate

cf tlise Romsans Catisolic Clsumch's extrensest clainîs. 'l'ie object cf tise

Cardinsal Arclsbislsep cf Londons is te psoint out tlise relation cf tlic Cathelie

Cîsurci-, ii tlise iisectee îstceiury to tlie lîlitical socicty cf the usorid iii tise

iixtceîtis ceustury, ansd to iisark off tue spîsere cf tlise social aisd isoliticai dîtties

cf the ieibers cf tisat cisurcis.

At aisd prior to tise Referusation tlise Cîsumis eîsveioîcd aîsd contrciled tise

ivhsce cf hinai life. "moin* tise ruixis cf Insperial Roie, tise Romsais Papacy

arose te wield a s-aster p)oîver. Coîsquerors over tise Empire cf tise Caesars,

tise barbariats Tleutonss uvere coîsqered by tise re1 sresetstatives cf ais issecnl,

spiritual powver. Lecadîing captivity captiv e tise Roisais sec aîsd cisurcis sîîeediiy

rose iîste pîcîssiîsce. TlO tise iclirical chaos tisat cîssîîcd eos tlie fali cf tise

empsîire, tlise cisurcis cîposed a systern cf order ansd uisity. To tise rude life of

the conqtieuors, tise îsseîastic ideal cf obedietsce, chsastity aîsd poverty Il 'ie

îssonasteîy, syisiboi cf a isigîser- life, cfféred a sisarî ccntrast te tIse iavless life

outside it. Tl'ie barlsariauss w-cmc ignorranit; tiserefore they iiiiluiîcitly xccei%,ed

tlise dogtssas cf tlise ciir-i. Direct spirituial conmmniions uîtis Ccd was

inmpossible te tieiss ; tiscrefeme tlise 1riest catsne as the daysflsais. WTVordiy affaîrs

were secoisdary - tlise ideal life, tisat of tise ascetie uvho reisounced ail eamthiy

con cersîs. Uîsder tlise iusfluensce cf this spirit the cisurcli specdily rose tili it

becaîsse tise cisc ipower iii iisdividuai social and nsationsal hife. TFie î)rudest anîd

iîiost iscserfisi isiarclîs cf FEurcpe ouvsed its power, asd uu'ere constent to

rensaîn tise s'assais cf its lisad at Renie us'io Ilscild tIse cisurcis atsd tise uvcrld

alike uvitii Isis sway, aîsd ruIed w'itls an uîsdivided sceptre, uîsrivalied ausd

a isell."

''lie îsecessar y cossequscice oif tuelc fomiiatios uvas tise oeetlircv cf

tise 1)sievioulsly c\istiisg plsoiticaîi asid religions order. Froîss Cardinsal Maiisg's

poinst cf view, tisemefor e, tise moiderns politix-al scciety cf tise îiîscteestis ceîstury

is Il the cid seeiety cf the Churistians %vorîld inutilated (1) by the cisaracter forced

oui it for tlie ast tice liuisdred ycar-s." Frous any poiunt cf vicsv, loweser, a

nsarked chsange cf condmitionîs lias arîseus. Whîat tdieu sisouid be tIse attitude cf

the Roman Catisolic Cisurcis uisder tisese iseu consditionss ? 'erieriy it liad

clainsi(,d to be and was Il -oncetitrieceetv, aisd coincidest " uvits hisuuaus

life ils ail its formss aîsd rclatiossips. It cltiiss te be stili. .A nd Cardinal

Mansning urges oîs ail its uienbers tlise duty cf recaiising tisat cliîîi us actrual

fact as speecdiiy anid as fair as possible us tIse prescit aitered aspsect of iffairs.

'l'ie Jeuvs lsad ne leaiigs witis tise Sausaritasîs, nor goed Catisolies uvitîs iereties

se long as tlsey were abile to dispsose cf tiseni by biirig aittfie stake. But tlise

lieretics lsaviîsg vixidicateci their rigit to exist, ansd estabiihed a 1sciitical order

%vithout tIse ciiurch's paie, tise issenîbers of tise cisurch have becus coiipehled to

reLcogîsise anid etnter iisto i cit icîsiips uviti tiscîi. Tll'ie Circi," se w-iites tue
Cardinsal, ' îses'er witidraws fi-oui tise sta te, but continsues to save aîsd uulisrsd

it, anid, irîsout takiîîg tise constagions, is iii contact uvith its mîaladies te tseat

thiem." Aîîd liseuce lie iîssists ors ail its mninbers disciîarging tîseir political aîsd

othier citizeun duties auîd usitig o latever pous-er anti infituence tisey caus commnsd

te furtiser tise clains ansd iisterests of tlie clurci oii every isossible occasion.,

IThe church " indeed, lie says, Il can hold no relations with the revolutionary

politics of France or Italy, nor with the civil power of any state under the

domnain of an erroncous re]igion or schism or royal supremacy. But under

these lies national society in ail its domestic, social and civil relations, and xvith

these flic church co-operates for the cornmon good, having (i) to guard and

conserve aI] of cliristimu faith and morals remaining (2) to miimtise the evils of

their legisiatioti or govcrninent, and (,-) to recaîl thiem by ail possible influiences

to i better condition."

Mti isounIL w cli. But at is only a repetition ol the old pic Retox mation

dogrna, svhichi it is the duty of every member of the churchi even now to apply

as far as possible. The church abates no single jot of its intolerant dlaims.

Cardinal Manning no dorîbt says that Il perpetual hostility to the political order

of any state is no duly of the chiurchi." But he significantly adds Il uness such

order l)c întrinsK(aliy anti Christian or anti-Cathoiu, which to himi sill amounit

to inuch the sainc. jestity lias been wveli tcrrned a perpetual conspiracy

againsi tlic liherties of flic state." And tlie Ultramontanism which is its latest

I)oei, is an ecny ex en to the institutions of those nations whose toierance

admits it to a place ivitini thecir borders. 'l'ie theory at first proceeded, and

stili procceds oni tîse assumption of a sharp antithesis bctwcen thc world and

church ; tlic iîrfinitc sniperiority of the latter and its cnds and isurposes over

tise "formier, and tlie consequent inherent riglit tise churcli poss sscs im th 'e per-

son of its l'ope, absoiutciy to define the bounidary line lîetw cen themi ; and

gencrally to control, direct and ride the Statc as in cvery svay subordinate to

and cxîsting oîsiy for the chnurch. Such a tiseory is utterly iinpracticablc. An

old mian inay bcconic chiidishi ; lie caîs nes er becoisse a child again. National

life too lias its progressive stages of developensent - and tlice institutions suitcd

to orie stage of its grow-th becoine uttcrly useless, or a positive injury to another.

'l'ie nsiediaeval churchi sas doubltlcss suited to the feudal systens aîsd înediacval.

ordcr, and did a w-ork of rightcousness and truth in its day and generation.

But that tinse lias passed, anîd svith a new order of things, tise oid ecclesiastical

institutions arc incoml)utible. I)oginatic Protestantism itself is an anoinaly.

lit is not a permansent, but at bcst a tensîorary phase of things ;a bathiing

grouin( iii a process of transition. Tlo tie leaders of the niew nioveient in thc

sixteentil century, tlic work, of the Reformation xvas tlic substitution of one

dogînatie systeisi for anotiser. In its universal aim and spirit it is the abolition

of ail dogîîîatism, asnd tIsec assertion by the human intellect of its native right

of tintraniscled investigation aisd belief. An.id it is simpiy intolerable that

aîsy oîse shial ask the results of the criticism of tise last 300 years to bc

abandoned for tise dognias of an infallible churcli, svith svhich as M. Capel

wirtes 'l to doubt sviifully any one article of faith, or to, enter on the, examin-

ation of any dogrna with tue intenstion of suspendiisg belief until the conclusion

of suris e\amination, xvould be a dcadiy sin." Having with grcat difficuity

secmir1edl its freedoin, it is Imipossible the eînancipated intellect can again aliosv

itself to Iseconscecntangled iii a yoke of bouclage se conspîcte and detestable

as tliat wlicl tise Roman Catliolie Churcis imposes on its menibers.

''lic Reforinatin was tihe assertion cf tise liberty of tlie individual ;of

freedoin of opinion agaiisst tlie tisraldoi of cîsurcis dogissatisits on tltc 05e

biand, and politicai frecdomi against absolute clespotisir on tlice other. To

Cardinal Manning the F-renchi Rcvolutionary doctrines Of 1789 are false. Thcy

arc tlise p-o/o keca-dos (tlic biggest lie) of the iiseteents century. But the

Reformation inevitaly tcîsded to tise moderîs idea tisat power and authority

are ultinsatciy vestcd iii the people ; that ruiers and political institutions exist

for the beisefit of tlise public, and net vice veisa ; and to tie varions fornis of

colistilut/wnîl/ tisat have superscded those of absolu/e and déspolic governument.

Tise 'ardinai is esîsecialiy sore at the national systenss of educatios having Ins

SO mnany iisstanccs becîs wrested from tie churcis. He ignores tlie fact tisat the

cisurch lias iscre ignomnsiousiy faiied ; that in counitries iik e Spasin and JreIand

svhere its insfiuence is greatest tlie inot heipiess ignoransce and grossest supier-

stitions prevail ; and tîsat tise cisurch's power diminishecs is exact proportion as

knomvicdgc ansd culture are increased. 1île does isot cisoose to sec that if the

cîtîzcxss of any country are to become fit to discharge tie chuties arising from

tîscir ncewly acquircd rigits, it uvas imperative oîs their rulers to provide a

national systens of educatiots entirciy independent of the clsurch ansd ail its

nlarrow'îîg ansd reprcssing influensces.

is short, lit conses to tinis, tisat tise world cati get alossg svithout tlie Roman

('atiiolie Churcis ; that tise future wsili be buiit up iîsdependentiy of it ; ýind ilat

tisougi galvanizcd into scernîsng life foir a tusse, it is siowly y1eidiîsg te its

inevitable destiny, auid nîtîst finaiiy disaîspear as one of tlie gri at formsative

forces iii humais life. 'io Cardinal Manning tise prospect iutst ise dismal. Ile

lias a keen eye to deteet wisat influences are ait svork ins tise complex life cf the

lîreseuit day. And much tîsat lie says concerning tice disintegrating forces

at preseîst active iii society is truc, and should commend itseif to the student

of coistcnporary life and tiosuglit. -The depression of tie moral order of

rîislteotisisess aîsd tPtLitii," lie uvrites, II is tli elevaticus of tise niateriai order of'

coercion and for-ce. B3eiind tie civil power there is orie, invisible, cverywhere

at work, but not lioiy ;and tise Governments of the svorid are Ieiîsg impelied

towsards a precipice os'er wlsiciî monarchsies and law and tise civil order of

Clsristian society svili go down together." This contains a deep and compre-


