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favorable situation for the seat cf Government cf
Canada. ln 1850 the population was 6,016 ; *but
in consequence cf its being the seat cf the lumber
trade, its inhabitants have al.ways been cf a very
transient description, spending the suminer in the
town and in fali haetening.far away te the great
luniber districts, north, west, aqd east, te spend thbe
winter in the gloricus foreste whioh still cover the
Upper Country. The present population cf Ottawa
le 15,000.

The ncw Parliament Buildings are -three in
number-the parliautent-house and two depart-
mental buildings. They occupy an elevated piece
of ground, about 25 acres ia extent and 150 feet
above the river, known by the. name cf 'IBarrack
H11l." The view froni this natural ter'race is
superb. The great river, with its mcving rafts,
steamers, barges, and canees, molle swiffly on
through splendid hill ranges towards the. South.
In the distance the succession cf bridges which
span the majestic river jnst above the Chaudière
Falls, attracte the eje, even thoogh it be tempted
to reat upon the wild beauty cf the cascade sweep-
ing by craggy rocks, between abrupt islands, and
plunging inte tbo basin below, where part cf its
waters disappear in *the Lest Chaudière. Far
beyond the beautiful cascade, glit ters the broad
river, swiftly rushing down the rapid Des Chenes ;
and ia the remoe background rise towering hills
and mountains, often brilliant with purple and
gold when the sun dips froni view and gilde their
lonely snumits with his parting beams.

The buildings are constructed cf a lighit.colored
sandstone found in the township cf Nepean in the
valley cf the Ottawa. This material is geologically
interesting, as il c+~es from the most ancient fos-
silifercue unaltered rock in the world, the Potsdam
sandstone. At Lyn, where soe cf the atene ie ob-
taincd, the massive sandstone bede are seen resting
on Laurentian gneiss. The walls are relieved with
cut-stone.dressinge cf Devonian sandatone from
Ohio, and by red sandatone relieving arches from
Potsdam in th. state of New York. The roofs are
*slatsd wiîh pumple and green, and the pinnacles
ornamented withi wreught-iren cresting. The style
cf architecture is tie Italiau-Gotiic, and the south
front cf the quadrangle is fcrmed by tie parlia-
ment building, 500 feel in length. Tbe twc
departmental structures are 375 feet long. The
rear le open and will b. railed off wiîi a suitable
Ornamental soreen. Tic committce irocns occupy
the front of the building. The libvary, abeauliful
detached circular building witi a dom. 90 feet
high, ie in the rear cf the-central tower, 250 feet
high. The two legisîstive halls are on each side
cf tie libmary, but in th. main building. The

dimensions of these halle are the sanie as those of
the House of Lords, namely, 80 feet: by 45; they
are situated on the ground floorand lighted fromi
above. The library is constructed, after -the plan
of the new library of the British Museum, and will
hold 300,000 volumes. The speaker's roomoand
ail other offices and conveniences required, are
judiciuusly arranged within easy reach of the logis-
lative halls. The speaker's and librarian's resi-
dences are detaohed buildings and do nlot necessarily
form part of the main structure.

The two departinental buildings contain, in the
aggregate 300 roome, and are intended te accom-
modate ail the departmnents of the goverament of
the province; and are se constructed as to be
capable of extension at any future time without
irjuring the general architectural effeot. The.
buildings cover nearly four acres, and soe ides,
of their magnitude may be inferred from the fol-
lowing brie f statis tics. The plastering when com-
pleted will exceed ten acres in 'extent. The
number of windows and doors jes about 1,200 ; the
length of the comnices, 12 miles; the number cf
brick used, 12,000,000 ; together with many thon-
sand yards cf mazonry, eut-Stone work, and mnch
carving and decorations cf a similar character.

The future cf the City cf Ottawa is full cf
promise, Besides being the capital cf a powerful
province equal te France and %ngland together in
area, it will become the great market cf the pro-
duce cf an immense country in its rear, to the
north and west, which, besides very faim agricul-
turaI capabilities, has a larger proportion of water
power than any. ether area possessing. similar
advantages. It lies, toc, on the moat direct line
of'land communication from the sea-board with
the north shores cf Lakes Huron and Superior,
and when a wintem communication with the noith-
west is established, it will doubtless take its start-
ing point from the City cf Ottawa.

STEAM FIRE-ENGINES.

The Corporation cf the City cf Torontowere the
fir8t te introduce steamn fire-engines into, tue ini
Canada; having pivrchased from Messe. SiIsby,
Mynders & Co., cf Seneca Falls, N.Y., ia the-latter-
part cf the year 1861, two cf these. invsjluble.
machines; thus dispensing wîth the service cf six
hand engines and one houe oompany,. and p.rf4,m
ing the work required cf them. in eztinguishing
fires in an infinitely more, satisfactory. maanlUr
than by the old system.

The present force is coniposed' f e5 men andI
officers, namely, Chief ,and Assistant Engineere;
two Enginecinandtwo Firemen4of Stemm-Engines ý


