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THE GARDEN FRONT.
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The difficulty with us is how to get back the use of
the rear of the house for the family, after having for
so long devoted it to the service department.

With a basement kitchen the problem is easy, but
usage in a great part of the country is against that
plan. Servants prefer, in a small house, to be penned
up in the smallest possible kitchen in the rear of the
ground floor rather than have plenty of room in the
basement and the possible privilege of an outlook on
the front. The trouble is difference of level between
the kitchen and the dining room and front door. And
prospective housekeepers will not accept the risk of
having a basement kitchen and finding that they can-
not get servants to fill it. That this is, to a great
extent unnecessary apprehension is proved by the
smoothness with which domestic affairs continue in the
cities which were built before the ¢‘ extension kitchen
plan came in, and which continue to have houses with
basement kitchens. In the more modern city of
Toronto also there are certain old families, with old
houses and basement kitchens, who are better served
than the moderns. And in at least one new house,
where the mistress, greatly daring, decided for a base-
ment kitchen, the result has been peace below stairs
and happiness above, where they have the whole floor
to themselves, and (which is the present point of
interest), a verandah in the rear, in which they can
dine overlooking the garden.

It is worth remembering, as we are apt to think the
ground floor kitchen is a modern product from which
there is no retreat, that the only thing modern about
it is its application to the town house, since the taste
for space grew with the opportunity this country affords
and the English idea of building in rows in a town was
abandoned. We must remember that rows and the
basement kitchen have never gone out in the United
States, where the necessity for compactness came
upon them as early as the taste for space, and that
when our time comes when the kitchen must be either
at front or back (because there is no side) some relief
will come to us from the United States in the form of
the high basement.

The ‘¢ American basement ™ is this much better than
the English, in point of service accommodation, that it
is all out of ground and the servants are not interred.
In point of service again, attendance on the front door
is reduced in labour for all calls that do not involve
communication afterwards with the living rooms,
Otherwise there is not much difference in this point,
except that in small houses it is very likely that the
dining room will come down stairs and occupy the
garden side, transforming the plan thus from an ele-
vated basement to a lowered ground floor, for there
will probably be a sub-basement for heating.

This is, in effect, what we have to aim at in the
meantime, in our ground floor which has not descend-
If we are to have the garden front free for family
The servants

ed.
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will not object to that ; and it will keep them cheerful,
which nobody else will object to.

There are examples of this plan in houses facing
north, which thus get the kitchen in its proper quarter,



