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We who are to-day accustomed to the daily use years before he died, a director of the company tion with the crossing of the Rapide. In thisOf the telephone as a necessity of commerce, resident in Montreal. Some reminiscences of craft Mr. Poustie, Mike Connors, and a gangrarly nvP to conider what a perfect marvel telegraphy in Canada in its earlier days were of men actually ran the Lachine Rapids in thethat invention i, which reproduces, fifty miles furnished by him to the writer of these papers. winter of 1 851-a feat which, about twenty.away, the notes o a piano, the music of a band, Readers of THE MONETARY TInza will find five years later, was repeated by others, whonay, even the cadences o the human voice tem interesting. imagined they were doing something whichwhich make it recgnizable. The telegraph I was a more or less raw Scotch lad," said had never before been accomplished. Mr.wir and it funtion as eased to e a novelty Mr. Cassils, " when I entered the telegraph Poustie is not given to boasting, or he wouldor a Wonder, but thirty years ago it had not. service, and when I had learned to master the have publicly claimed priority when the repe-The toical Indian who eard the humming of insti-ument, I was set to work the Troy line in tition of the feat was being noticed in thethe wires in the breeze near the reservation, the Montreal office. The Troy line was at newspapers."tOld i squaw that the Great Spirit was first operated in a room at the rear of the Odd. After some years spent peraistently fightingmuttering over this uriou metal thread. The felows' building, in that city, but by 1851 it the difficulty of crossing at the Rapids, per-PrenchCanadian w men warned their child- had been moved into the front office, and was mission was obtained from the Imperial Gv-ren away from the post, declaring that the operated by the Montreal Company. The ernment to use St. Helen's Island, oppositefwaying wire was uncanny and indeed was operator at Troy was then Mr. Norman W. Montreal, for crossing purposes. So, in 1852,fatal to birds as wel as boys. It was not clear Bethune, now District Superintendent of the masts of about 215 feet high were erected onte Farmer Hayseed, either, how the messages Great North-Western Telegraph Company at the island, and on the mainland near Molson'spased over the wire from town to town. He Ottawa. He had graduated as a telegrapher brewery. From these was suspended a stretchneer seed ne papers a-flyin' past, for all me in Canada, and has the honor of being one of of lhght wire of about three-quarters of a milean' Lucindy watched right clost, many a night, the earliest, as well as one of the ablest, Cana- in length. All the shipping entering the har-arter ches was don." dian telegraphers. bor necessarily passed under this wire. In theBut perhaps the most incomprehensible " At the date of which I write, there was no winter, when the river ' took,' the wire wasWonder t the popular mind was the discovery bridge over the St. Lawrence, nor were there lowered and rested on temporary poles erectedf the possibility that an operator could "take any submarine telegraph cables. The St. Law. on the ice. In the summer of 1852 an attemptby eoued." That is, instead of relying upon rence and Ottawa rivers were crossed at the was made to lay, under St. Mary's Current, alegible signals made upon a moving strip of following points: At Bout de l'Isle the wire leaden pipe two-thirds of a mile in length,paper by the point f the armature, it was was strung on masts 129 .feet high, in two containing an insulated conductor. It waspossible to make out a telegraph message from stretches of No. 16 iron wire ; one of about 800 not a success. The piping stretched in thethe iounds made by the brass instrument while feet and the other of 600 feet. At Lachine laying, and the insulation of the conductor wasit inscribed these characters. Mr. Ben. B. Rapide, as early as the year 1848, on masts 150 imperfect. It was not until 1854 that well-ew the electrician of the Great North- feet high, in two stretches of about three- constructed submarine telegraph cables cameWestern C mpany t Toronto, who began bis quarters of a mile each. To maintain these into general use, when the use of masts inareer as mesenger for the Montrea Companv crossings, and especially that at the Rapids, crossing rivers was abandoned.abOud 1849, was probably the firt person in was an expensive and hazardous operation.Canada to demonstrate the practicability of Every gale of wind, or sleet storm, broughtreCeivi by sound. Itwasa startling novelty, down the wire. To repair the Lachine cros- GODERICH BOARD OF TRADE.dven te bis superior officer, who for many a sing it was necessary to employ a batteau withday hesitated to admit the entire trustworthi. a dozen or more men; alseo a canoe with two Railway extension, amproved lake connec-nes f the system, and was wont to insist men. Interruptions at this crossing were fre- tiens, the lumber trade and insurance, weretime ths tape being kept runing at the same quent, and sometimes of long duration. On Goderih Board of Trade, which was eld a

tine that the ear was translating the signals, these occasions the operator at St. John, C.E., short time ago. Communications from other
charder that a check might be had, in visible would shut up shop and re-open at Laprairie,characters unpon the too precocious cleverness whence messages from Montreal to the South boards of trade on various matters were re-Sthis unique operator. It is something which were sent in the summer season per teamer ceived during the year and given due attention.

r.Ton, thatwhiely remembers with gratifica- "Iron Duke," then plying between the island The report d raws attention tothe apathy showntion, that while he was receiving messages by wharf and Laprairie several times per day. by some members, and says:dud, the tlegraph people in that now won- "In connection with the Lachine crossing, "There are many matters which will sug-derful citY, Chicago, were still relying upon I think of Mike Connors, a tall Irishman, of gest themselves to your minds which we couldthe clumier mode, since become so nearly ob- perhaps forty years of age, who, about 1835, take hold of, but unless there be something likeslete, e reading by paper. Old telegraphers bad learved the trade of shipbuilding in the organized effort on the part of our merchantsstill recount with what curieus admiring in- yard at Hochelaga, where Mr. Hugh Allan, and business people in any of these, we canteret tey watched him receiving messages by then a young man, too busy with the work of never hope to accomplish even the smallest ofinund. A d merchants woud linger, puzzled, the day to b thinking of bis eventful future, was them. What is mostly wanted is an increasedin the telegraph office, wondering w at mn- busied with the construction of vessels for the attendance at meetings. We aie all surelyner o lad he mwas wtse ar could catch the sig- house of which he afterwards became such a imbued. with the same desire to see the townnificance of the mysterius dot and dahes as prominent member. Mike lived close to the prosper, and a live, active board of trade can dotby attled tver the instrument, and unaided Rapids, and, being an adept at handling craft, a great deal to this end."by the esy, translate them into wors and Ben. is services were in frequent demand by the The election of officers for the ensuing yeartnces. During the time when Mr. Dwight, company. He had under him a gang of men, resulted as follows: President, R. S. Williams;bus tepording lies westward, made Hamilton who, for some reason into which we need not vice-president, Jos. Kidd; treasurer, R. Rad-bis rpo eadquarters, the Toronto tele. enquire, were styled'the forty thieves.' Mike cliffe; secretary, J. Mitchell. Council: J.
grap office was under the charge of Mr. Toye, showed great presence of mind in emergencies, H. Colborne, M. Hutchison, F. Jordan, Josephwhse ae was as familiar in the months of and bad apparently been born to command. In Beck, A. Saunders, C. A. Humber, D. C.craft a househed words, not only in Can- his normal state, he commanded with modera- Strachan, Capt. MoGregor, J. Carey, R. Price,
ada, but in the Eatern and Western States. tion, but when under the influence of certain A. S. Christal, W. Lee, C. A. Nairn, F. Prid.Mr. Toye is best known as an electrician. He inspiration which he loved to 'conceal about bam, W. Campbell.is, indeed au inventer o! no mean order, as bis person,' he commanded in terms morevarions iPreved Uwitcbes, relays, and auto- forcible than elegant. My latest recollection"iti nPeater, creatures of his brain, testify. of him is in connection with a visit he paid at ST. THOMAS BOARD OF TRADE.oIt i needlese to deny that, to most people the office of the company in St. James' street, In is annual adres, dlivered on the 29thWbo have engaged in it, there is a fascination Montreal, when, not finding the secretary in a f April, the preident o the St. Thomasbout telegraphy which, if not always strong suitable frame of mind, Mike empbasized his Board e! Trade refers te ohe paSt year asisough t compel One to remain engaged in it, demand for money by throwing, in a fit Of being an unevntfu ens the history o thatone isu.ally strong enough to keep awake rage, an ink-bottle, or something of the sort, city. No failures ofn imnt oryncehatlong before in the subject." So wrote, not at the head of that officer. Mr. James Poustie, ccurred amo g the merchants, pra e helong he!bis lanented death, a worthy mem. who is ' with us unt this day,' had, previous raiways enjoyed a season o! "unparaleled
g e n t l e m a n h s i r . i l a m C a s uil s . T h a t t o & h e d a t e o f m y j o i n i n g t h e c o m p a n y , b e c o m e r s p eri t y " Wh ih a a s o n ef in r-C m a y fo a s w itb tb o n trea l T eleg rap h a reg u la r lin e rep a irer, a n d h o as, d u rin g th e can til s l c s t a s lar e ten r f t ed gi in mte a diCmrpthny foar a lon eries of years as opera. forty intervening years, built more lies ness and volurne t trage extenti givin stheite n d ten t a na fte r w r iv isio n a l su p e r . th rn g b ou t C a n a d a th a n a n y o th e r m a n . T h e f ar ira demu c t i t b ain tim e w ha t n dint nde t a Qubec; and e becam e, som e com pany ad buit a batteau for use i i Qon iec- c ne9 ently w ho n i4 ui ng telooeas t


