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anxiety and anbounded hopes of him who hal
defved to make it n satisfactory home for his
ambition.

The present revealings on the suvface of
Greenland, where a tew hundrad years ago
were green  fiehds, waving forests, flowing
vivers, populons anmd thrifyy villages and a
contented people, show only mountains of ice,
all nature congenled, a country of desolation
aml snow. Thischange has been gradual, and
the temperature is still declining.

Teeland, ton, is slowly undergoing a similar
chunge, At the same rate of deciudence in an-
other hundred years it will cense to be habit-
able. = Already zuch portions of the populution
us have means are removing to the northern
htitndes of America, The island, like Green-
Tl will soon e o cold mnd dreary desolntion,
to =0 rewain until other changes <hail tran-
spire, when it may again, in n lower hutitnde,
beeome the home of man 5 but ages of frost
and ice must first mark its site; other Inmds
in turn, now uearly tropical, wust become
frigid ; and then it is questionable ifany traces
of man, even as insigniticant as the stone axe
or arrow head, shall remain 10 excite womder
or curiusity among thosze whoshall delve m its
=soil,

While we can account for the gradual
changing ol the polarity of the carth and the
shifting ot climates—the glacial period always
existing in some parts of the carth—we cun-
not, by the snme made of reasoning, explain
why whole continents are swildenly submerged,
or why the beds of oceans, i sudilenly, become
continents.

The equatorial dinmeter of the enrth is
greater than the polwr by some thirly-fonr
miles,  While the centre of gravity remning as
now the polar and equatorinl regions will re-
main substantinlly the sume; bot it from any
caure the pular shall preponderate, then n
chiange tu polarity will ensne.  Sueh, without
doubt. was the ense when the tropical elephants
were eneased in the ieebergs of Nova Zembla
amd Spitzhergen,

Mountains of ice are continually forming
within thearctics, The heat of summer can-
not reach them; but century afler century,
and age afler age, the accumulation goes on,
adding tothe polar densily. Some disturbing
element as an earthquake shock convulging
the globe, a voleanic eruption and uphenval,
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or the wldition of some fragmentary plunet or
wandering body lost in spaee, which has heen
attracted from its orbit by its nearness lo ony
varth, falls upon it, the equipoise is lost, wml
ihe waters of the veean, seeking their plane,
roll over their racky bounds, engult continents,
and sweep away every vestige of aspiring man
sive the fow favorable locutions which acui-
dentally esenpe the yeneral deluge and the
subinergence of continems,

Such has been, such will be again and sygin
the fate of the globe.  Man heholds the traces
of his labors all around him, tinds everywhere,
even deep down in the bowels of the earth,
evidenees of his grent antiguity, sand looks up-
un all as stable and enduring He inguives off
the pyramids, aseends iheir stmmits, wanders
through their interior lnhyrinthian passagees,
and secks to find the motives tor their con-
siruction,  1Te deciphers the imscriptions on
their walls, and ix astonished with the power
wd wisdom ol those who male themn. e
finds their builders were interlopers from some
other conntry, and at & very remote age,
Human records fail 1o give the origin of these
people, or the conutry from which they came.
The antiquarinn lends his aid.  He finds the
monnds and  umuli of Ameriea identieal in
general fornn, and evidently construeted for the
same perpose, with those covering the vast
steppes of Asia. The monmds ave traced down
the valleys of the Tigris and Fuphrates, and a
téeble iden of their maguitude is learned iy
expluring the mined temple of Belug—the
wotnderful tower of Balel, of hiblical story—on
the site of ancient Babylon,  As we fullow the
nomadic builders of those stractures we over-
take them in the valley of the Nile, driving ont
the native black:. as they had already done in
Asia, setting up o new eivilization peenliarly
their own, and crecting their mounds, towers
and pyramids, cach step of their progress mark-
ing un improvement on the preceding, the
genernl idea and purpose of whith thieir re-
mole ancestors carried ont with them from a
continent which was gradually submerged, the
inhnbitants retiring before the incoming occan.
During the long periods of their journeyings,
resting for centnries by the way, and ugnin
advancing, they reached that region, forcigners
on a foreige shore, where we first find them
at the commencement of the historic age,
making aggressive inroads upon the native
populations of Asiu and Africu,
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