
DlOM~INION ME])ICAL MONTHIX

substance, have etiumierated the various exudations and infiltra-
tions Nvithout any reference to the question of tension of the
capsuile as al -etiological factor. The analogies here lie compares
to those of intrit-ocular tension in certain diseases of the eye-
suich as glauconia, for instance. In an inflanied testicle there is
ilot infrequently tranisient as Nvell as permanent evidence of dam-
age as the resuit of tension of the capsule. Puncture of this
liniiitiing membrane is frequently followved by instant relief of pain
and structural danmage further averted. By this line of treatient
it is possible to abort the inflanimatory rnesto suchi an extent
as to leave a fairly useful organ. So it niay be in the case of an
inflainied kidney. Not ail cases, however, Nvould be benefited by
the adoption of sutcli treatnment. In the acute variety. of nepli-
ritis that sonietimes foîllows in the wvake of scarlet fever, and
whichi is accompanied wvitli blood in the urine, albuniin, casts, and
epithelluni, the tendency is towards spontaneous recovery and
comiplete restoration of the function of the kidney. flihese cases
are not included ini the list of those that wvould cali for surgical
relief. Ini a certain group of cases commencing in an acute man-
nier like the preceding, but whiere convalescence is delayed and
the signs of nephritis, as evidenced by the presence of albumin
and casts ini the uirine, Continue, it is justifiable to, resort to opera-
tive procedure and relieve the tension by a slit or puncture in the
capsule. There is another indication of tension in connection
wvith. retial inflammiations and congestions which should not be
ignored in determining wvhat may be required to meet the emer-
gencies so occasioned, and that is the general tension that is
thrown upon the heart and general circulatory system. .This
form of tension sooner or later supervenes in this disease,
althoughi the explanation of it is not s0 universally understood.
The excretion of urine may be likened unto the generation of
steamn for miotor purposes. To secure the production of steam,
a circulatory apparatus is required, and a boiler made up of a
nuniber of tubes, by means of which wrater can be quickly heated-
and steam fornied. Should some of these tubes become damnaged
or blocked up so as to render themn useless, the temporary Ioss is
compensated for by a rapid circulation of the water that remains.
So it mnay be said to be with the kidneys. When the uriniferous
tubes beco-ne damaged and cannot fulfil their function longer,
they are blocked, and increased circulatory force and pressure
is excited. A certain amnount of blood is forced throughi the
kidney in each twenty-four hours in order to remove certain
effete and unnecessary ingrredients from the system. The force
necessary to accomplish this will be relative to the amount of
resistance offered.


