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iinability to jgatller togethler thle syniptomis of th;e case. Then
lîuw inurhi nvire satisfactorily would cases cif mental instability
be deait wvitl if the l)hysiciati underetood the functional clisturb-
anices to W~~the mind is lhable. Would there bc the, same
field for Cliristian Science, hlypnotisni, telcpathv, osteopathy,
electrical treat-..ienit if wee wcvell posted ini the recîprocal influ-
ence of niind on inatter ? The alnîost univcrsal habit of pre-
scribing drugs for eachi one applying ior relief froni neurotic
,affections is the foilndfation. on whichi is constructed thue greater
part of quackz treatnment. Ani honest aekclno-,wledgniienit of Our
inability to 1< ecate thie cauise of many pains anid a strong demland
for fturtiier apportunities of observation wouild ultimiatel' î:e-
dound to our credit, th >ugh for a moment a-C crude denunciation,
mliglît followx uis.

It would I) he ue eight of presumnption for mie to describe the
status of miedicinle t-abut it m11ay bê initeresting to review the
ainoiunt M. our knc)wledgýe a hutndrcd yvears ago. We ai knowv
flhe comnianding sphiere occulpied by our science and art now,
but fewv have taken the trouble to inquire into the real knowleclge
possessed by our pre(lccess( rs at the be.giningiit of the nineteenth
cenitury. Bichat, early in the century, annouinced the difference
between pneurnonia, pleurisy and bronchitis. This differentia-
tion w~as nmade on. constituitional sympltonls, as the physical ex-
anilmation. of the lungrs Nvas unkn1aown. Althonugh percussion wvas
employeci over a hutndred years ago, mediate auscuiltation. was
first introduced by Laennec wIlen one-fifthi of the century hiad
passcd bv. Tlie dlescription griven l)y WVatson of tubercle is w'orth
coruparing «\Yithi our present ku veg."Tub-ercles," bie s-ays,

lire comIlposed of unorga nizec imatter, deposited from the blood,
af a yellowishi color, opaque andi friable, and of about the con-
sistence of che2.3e." This corresponds Nvell Nvith thue process or'
caseation as \NTe 1110lw it ta-day. H-e als(>- describes rniliary
tuhler-cles very clearly. "Tie lungys are often studdecl withi a
number of smrall granules of firmer consistency, -almost as liard
as cartilage, and of a bluishi-gray color. Whatevcr nuay be thue
truc theory r-espe-cting these little gray bodies, it is certain that
they -,cl(iowledeg e somie. initimiatLe connection with the truc chieese
tubercle." I-ow nmuch clearer is our kcnowledge of this disease
now, and hiow widened is aur conception by the part playeci by
the bacillus tuberculosis 1

Tluere wvas no distinction known betwcen the varied foruus of
continuied fever when the last century began. TFyphus and
typhoid foyer were not distinguishied the one fronu the other.
Yellowv fever wvas believed ta be due ta local insanitary condi-
tions, and ta be discrirninated from other febrile disorders only
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