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COMMENT FROM MONTII TO MONTII.

Rectal Anesthesia.--An iu-terestinig paper, by Dr. Noci

Bleecker Lcggett, of New York, deaiing \vith t1ins su1>ject, appears

in the October numllber of the Aunais of Surger ' . After giving

a brief liistory of tie developilent of thlis iletiod of aliesthesia,

andi after din i~te principal difficuities wv l ih the dif-

ferent investig~ators hIrd to coniten 1 , lie brngis downi to the

paper by Dr-. J. il. Cilnniinghian, of Boston, publisled a few years

since iu tue Bostonl Modwaicl and( Siii-gicai Joiirnjal, wherein Dr.

Cunu iii ghani (lenonstrated thie practicabiiity of his methiod of*

anlesthesia, which miay be explained in brief as follows:

"The vapor of ether is forced into the rectum in such a way

that thiere is no condensation, and absorption takes place with

such rapidity thiat it is liot possible fdr fluid etier to be forced

into the gut. This is done by keeping the ether hieated, yet con-

stantiy beiow 37 deg. C., which is its boiling point, antd forcing

the fumes into the bowei by means of a rubber hand-buib.*" A

speciai apparatus is, of course, required. " The rectal tube is in-

serte(l 8 to i-- inchies. Ether fumes are then siowly forced into


