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CLINICAL INSTRUCTION IN INFECTIQUS AND
CONTAGIQUS DISEASES.

The action of the Medical Healtli Officer of Toronito, Dr.
Sheard, in endeavoring- to secuire f rom the local Board of I-ealtli
sanction for the students of medicine in this city to receive cli-
ical instruction in infectious and contaglous cliseases is to be
coniended, and wvi11 be sure to be met on the part of the student-
body wvitli a considerabie degree of gratification. Ini the past the
young practitioner lias been handicapped far beyond his desserts
by the complete laclc of facilities for instruction in these diseases;
and miost meclical men have 1)een gracltated, carrying- with them
diplonias and parclinients annouincing themi capable of hiandling
anything of a niedical or surgical cliaracter w\Nhich came in their
way, without having once seen or followed to a conclusion, notinob
and observing the varions complications and sequellae of at least
two dangerous and dreaded diseases, diplitheria and scarlet feve-.
These nmostly occurring In ii o chilciren, the careful and suc-
cessful hiandling of Nvliom lias l)efore now more than once, carrieci
a man to success and distinction in the community, or lias totally
ruie lis prospects in that district, surely demiani ail the re-
quiremients of that skillé-ancl know'ledge which. cn be only gleaned
-at the hedsicle. To sec andl thus learn by practical experience
liow ail the clifferent phases anci aspects which even -these two
diseases take on, to iearn to mieet emergencies, and to sec how
those emiergencies are met at the becisicle, wvi1i be a booil, indeed,
to the future practitioners. Truly does the medical student of the
present day start out wvith ample equipmnent, as lie shoulci. To be
placeci iii charge of humian life is a serions responsibility. To
miost men it causes great arxiety; but the laity do not believe it.
The innovation is to be comniecie; anci if proper precautions
are taken there can lie oniy a minimum of danger of spreacl of
infection-periaps none at ail.
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