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EDITORIAL NOTES.

A Merry Christmas to each and all of
our readers and friends.

The TRUE Wrryess sends yout a "N mus-
Box in the form of & supplement of spo-
ciaily selected matter appropriate tothe
season. Muy our readers enjoy these
atories—and especia’ly the one which
tells how an English monarch spent
Chiistmas, in the days of Faith, four
hundred and lifty years ago.

As we go to press the nomiuation for
the electoral division of Montreal Centre
is taking place. As yet we have heard no
talk of any opposition. With the excep-
tion of the solitary attempt made by the
Daily Witness through its correspondent
“ A Workman "—who is no workman in
the sense he would have it understood—
not one voice has been raised in favor uf
opposing Hon, J. J. Curran.  We hope to
have occaxion in our next issue to con-
gratulate the Irish Catboiics of Montrenl
—Liberal and Conservative—upon the
example they have given to our fellow-
countrymen the world over. Letus be
national in the first pluce and partisan,
if necessary, afterwards !

The Michigan Catholic says thay © Ca-
pada has a Cacbolic prime minister and
and he has threc Cutholicsin the Cubinet;
yet our neighburs across the border are
not up in arms against the ‘encronch-
ment of Rome’ ete., etc.” We would re-
mind our esteemed confrere of Michigan
that Sir John Thompson has five Catho-
lice in the Cabinet and six in the mins-
try. Hon. Sir. A. P. Caron, Hon. A. R.
Angers, Hon. J. A. Ouimet, Hon. John
Costigan are all Cutholics and members
of the Cabinet. Hon. Frank Smith is a
Cutholic in the Cabinet, without portfo-
lio ; Hon. J. J. Currun, Solicitor General
of Canada is an Irish Catholic. In this
country bigotry is almost dead and
buried. :

It is proposed to mnke sweeping
changes in Scotch Presbyterianism.
“The fostering of a due sense of the bis-
toric continuity of ihe Church from the
first.” * Necessity of a valid ordination
to the Holy Ministry :” “reverence for
holy places,” and such like are objects
proposed. The Liverpool Catholic Times
referring to this cxceptional bestirring
says: “The Oxford movement, Jike a
rising tide, has swelled over the summits
of the Cheviots, has swept over the Ro-
man wall at Carlisle and is now fiowing
in a peaceful steady volume past the
tourists’ shrine at Eccelfechan, right on
to Commercial Glasgow and Literary
Edinburgh ! What will be the end of all
this? * ¥ * # % The famous Scot-
ch *Confession of Faith’ islikely soon
0 need repair quite as much as the

thirty-nine articles of the Church of Eng-
land.” -

Since the day upon which the Tnuk
WrINEss was appointed, by the Grand
-Council of Canada, an official organ of
‘the 0.M.B.A., it has refrained from taking

. sny patt in the disculsion going on be

f tween different elements of the Associa-
tion with regard to the formation of a
Grand Connci! forthe Province of Quebec.
We considerad that the letters of their
Graces the Archbishops of Toronto and
Mantreal should suflice to convinee all
members of the CM.B.AL that in union
aione can he found that strength so ne-
cessary to carry on effectively the grand
work of such @ noble Association. How-
ever, this has not prevented us frtom
being asked, numberless times, for an
opinion upon the merits or demerits of
the argunients put forward by the advo-
eates on either sides. As wehave already
atated, not being members of the Associ:
ation, it would be an unwarranted intry-
sion upon our part to enter into snch a
contravewsy, From an impartial stand,
point we can sce considerable force in
the reaxsons given by bothsides ; yet it
seems to us there is some great misun-
derstanding someplace. The sooner such
misenneeption is eleared away anid pefect
harmany is sceured the better for the
whole orcanization.  Out of the amount
of publieity this discussion has received,
thousands may hear of and lLe attracted
to the C.M.B.A. who might bhave other-
wise remained indifferent toits existence.
Even that would be a good too dearly
pnrchased at the cost of a continued di-
vision. It seemas to us that Quebec, in
seeking to have a Grand Council of its
own, is epeaking for this Province only,
and not for this and other Provinces com-
binel. Perbaps careful reflection npon
that p-int might lead to a clearing away
of an appareatly misunderstood point.

One of our priests received a letter
signed “ A Catholic ” upon the subject of
« French Evangelization ” by the Minie-
terial Association. The letter has been
handed to us, but we do not_deem it ne-
cessary to publish it in full. However,
we will just indicnte the principal noints
contained in it. The writer says that,
awing to the Priest’s duties forbidding
his being in the world in a worldly way,
in certain parishes the pastors are not
aware of the growth of heresy amongst
their people. “ In Ste. Cunegonde, the
Association have opened stores and
placed in charge, poor young men from
the Presbyterian and Methodist colleges ;
induced to abandon the faith of their
fathers. I passed along Notre Dame St.
"West,one Sunday evening not long since,
and was surprised to see a service in pro-
gress, the shop being quite full and
many children hanging about the door-
way.” Then the writer asks that some
efforts be made to check this progress of
heresy. He peinis out as a means the
instruction of the Catholic masses in the
history of the Church and of the sects;
only persons who know nothing about
the Catholic -Church, her saints and
writers are thus seduced from their faith,
“The time is past,” says the writer,
“when the French Catholics can refer to
the Suisse, the truth being that perverts
are more numerous, and the number
swells yearly. A perusal of the Minis-
terial report reveals the fact that three
meetings were devoted to French Evan-
gel ption, to use their shibboleth.” The

letter closes with twe very striking re-
marks, the first of which is positively
exact, the second secms to us to apply
more to France than to Canada. = The
cause of this lnmentable depravity may
be traced to the faet that the French
Canadians, 25 a penple, never suffered
for their religion ; and to it may be add
cd the additional chargethat, as a peo-
ple, (French) they are given to heretieal
doctrine.” It would be well, indeed, il
more atlention were paid to these in-
roads of beresy. It must be done, or
men will lose their Faith.

In its issue of the 15th December, the
Inis CANADIAXN intimates that an am-
glenmation with the WEerkny Carnonie
Review—both of Toronte—is in the
near future tu be expecled. For over
thirty years we have been accustomed to
the good old nume of the Irish Canadiaa
ever and always synonymous for patrio-
tism and religious fidelity. Itis with
sincere regret that we Jearn of its early
disappenrance from the arena in which
it has so long aud effectively wrestied
with every spirit antagonistic to the in-
terests of Irish-Canadian Catholies. But
there is a great compensation promised,
in the establishment of a newand power
ful Catholic organ, in the pluce of the
old Irish-Canadian and the new,but able
Weekly Catholic Review., Thereisnot a
centre in Canada where such a publicat-
jon is more required than in Toronto.
We wish the new enterprise every im-
aginable success from its very first step
on the journslistic highway, and un
broken prosperity in its useful and bene-
ficial carcer. It isa pleasure to know
Mr. Patrick Boyle will be connected with
the new journal. A Toronto Catholic
organ without that sturdy patriot and
true hearted Irishman would be an ano-
maly. Long life to him and to the new
enlerprise.

Our editorial cf last week, upon the
Liberty of the Press, has attracted con-
siderable attention and some criticism-
Tlhis we anticipated and that was our
reason forcommencing the article {(which
is only one of a long series) with these
remarks :  “ There are several phases to
this question, we, therefore, warn those
who might feel prompted to jump at
conclusions, that onr space will not per-
mit us to go very deep nor to touch upon
many points in one issue. If what is
advanced to-day does not altogether
plesse—yet we think it should—just
await the continuation of the subject
before flying to conclusions.” Exactly
as we foresaw,several of our readers have
darted off to the conclusion before even
our major premise is fully laid down.
One in particuler finds fanlt with our
treatment of Louis Venillot. Remember
we are not talking about the author of
« Correspondence,” of *“Ca et ia,” of
“Rome et Lorette,” and of those thou-
sands of literary gems that sparkle in
the deep ocean of his philosophy ; we are
speaking about the journalist, the editor
-of I’ Universe, and taking him as a sample
of the ultra religious continental journal-

ism that was called into life by the ultra-

anti-religious organs of free thought, and
which swung to the other extreme of
the pendulum, kiocking sgainst Dupan-
loup, Lacordaire, Ozanam and kindred
Catholic workers, in its oscillntions. We
said :  “There is no (uestion of the
gondoess of that  powerful writer’s mo-
tives ; there is no question ofthe badness
of his methods.”  We had just explained
the latter assertion, but had wob as yet
reached the evidence of the foremerone,
when onr last article closed. We repeat:
whenever a subject is being treated in a
serial manner, it would be wise on the
part of critics to awais the completion of
it, before lying to its conélusion.

The Swnduy Morning News makes a
very characieristic reply to our editurial
of last week. It simply attempts to dis-
parage T Trur WrrNesy in vague and
meaningiess terms.  However, it fails to
answer any one ol the reasons andvanced
by us to support our contention that the
“tone and spirit of thal organ are un-
healthy” It gives no excuse for the
“prize-fight” and * Gaity Girls” para-
graphs; it admits, in anindirect manuer,
that its remarks upon the “life labors”
of Herbert Spencer, were penned by a
Freeethinker; and it most earetully aveids
referring to our criticism of its fulse us-
sertions with regard to the Catholic
Church and the practice of Lenten fusts,
Therefore, our assertions with regard to
that organ stand not only unreluted,
but aciually admitted by its editor.
Even the irrepressiblg “ Jingle” Hings off
several lines of meaningless and very
ridiculous stufl which be evidently sup-
poses to be wit, abour expense. Men
read these things; laugh, perhaps; then
seriously turn arvumd and admit the
trath of the solid reasuning against
waiclh  these squibs are lived. The
editor of THE TrUE WiTNgss thanks the
Sunday Morning News for a very boubt-
ful comgpliment paid him, and assures-
the editor of that paper, that, if cun-
ningly avoiding an issue is a mark of
cleverness, the said editor of the Sunday
Morning News is an adept, Truth existed
betore error, and it has survived the
shock of centuries, while all its assail-
ants have invariably sunk iuto nothing-
ness. Tue Trur WITNESs was old and
honored before this Sunday mushroom
journalism was thought ot in Canada.
Tue TRUE WITNESS has wiinessed the
birth, the short life and the inevitable
early demise of more than one such
gpusmodic publication. We can well
afford to be sceffed at by an organ whose
only argument is some silly genersiity,’
whose only weapon is ridicule of all that
most men consider venerable. We shall
now say “Goodbye” to the Sunday
Morning News ; but when we shall
be caled upon to write its obituary
we will not be revengeful, but will do ita
memory full justice.;

The year 1892 hids been maised by
many important events; and the Angel -

of Death has knocked at many doors,
But the most inglorious deatl of the

year is that of the A, F. A,



