' “the tunes were popular Jet'ore they were consecrated We: have

_' E,‘,‘ atest master\, made on prmcrples 10 \ubtch.'nothm ca
Y ,tob_]ected ‘The objects are unkrown to lhe ceneraltty, and there-
55',fore, althouwh some of'them were’ not desmned for lhe servrre of
_relwlon bv thelr authors, tltey were not hke]y 10 sumtest 1dens ol'
a; contrary tendency The evil of many of our adaptatlons is; thnt

. inade priests of the. neanest of' the people. ‘But' the better and
-more deservedly populnr any.s secular tune 18, the nora’ stron"lv
- will'it be surrounded by dssociations foreign to ‘and by contrast
repellent of devotional feelings. Forgetfulness of thrs fact made
 the great relmous leader ask, ¢ why the davil should be suffered

to keep all the good tunes to himself ? strul«rhtway enriching the

psalmody of his chapel by the abduction of *Rule Brittania,’
¢ Away with Melancholy,” and a few others. He should have

Leecn cantious—we have plenty of tunes that might tempt reprisals

on the part'ol'.the enemy. Let our subjects be taken from the

untravelled depths of musical literature, ‘and we may adapt as
larrvely as we choose wnhout offence.

+ The list of those. who have contnbuted to fill the three num-
.. bers already issued, mcludes Ihe most classical composers of all
ages . Nor is there a'name of _eminence in. the piesent musncal
world that i is“not ereditably represented by one or more tunes,
‘some ol'surpassmn beauty. “Among 80 much ercellence it would
t_be dlﬂicult as well as nmdlous 10 partrcul.mze. ‘Nor- would our
""l,llmrts permnt it.. The work, when completed (a fourth number
g prom aEd) will be a splendrd nnd, m many cases, a voluntary
"oﬁ'ermg f'rom the highest genius to_ the service ofrelnrlon—rtch ‘be=|[
yond' uny precedent in faultless beauty of* melody, and the most
finished resources ofh'trmony-—u 'volume full of the loftiest style
of music—that of the passions. :

We intend to lay before our'readers a series of extracts from
the late work on Uniow, by the Rev. John Harris. The first
quotation which we give in our present number is, on modern
religions controversies ; and it will be seen by a reference to it,
how nearly the writer coincides with the editor of the Pearl on

~this'subject. The first part of our citation refers to the backbiting
..~;af the pu]pzt we wrsh we could say that our,_auther had erred
Cin preferrmg snch a charae but some lnte most «rlnrma mstances

'

R CHRISTIAN UNION-—No. 1?
Reltgtous C'ontrovcrstes——Party Reading. -

e The very excepttonable manner in which ‘ecclesiastical con-
_troverstes are condacted in -the present day, mecessarily lends
to- mﬂame division. And here we might advert to the growing.
l'lequency with which, the pulpit is made the vehicle of inflamma-
tory appeals. That hallowed spot which, h_l\e another Calvary,
should be sacred to the cross, is lighted up with the strange fires
‘of the wrath of man. When the minister should pour out nothing
but the result of his closet devotions, and scriptural teditations,
he boils over with the unholy excitement of newspaper and pam-
phlet appeals. Where the private Christian comes for the pure
bread of life, he rece:ves it, ifat all, mixed with the gravel and
thorns ol' écclesiastical debate, And there, where the pCIluled.
- should come to be tranqutlllzcd
'alarmmn’ apprehension of some impending calamity. ‘
L Anotht.r circutnstance 10 be grcatly deplored is,. that the rell-
gious controv ersy should have fullen so completely into the bands
offmen whose prmclpal qualification for conducting it lies in their
pugnacity ; and who have acquired the office chiefly by the reck-
less extravagance of their statements, and the energy of their
abuse.  These are the Circumcelliones of the third century, and
the Montanarii of the fourteenth—the merceraries and bludgeon-
men of the war, who are comparatively regardless whether party
triumphs over principle or the reverse, provided they continue to
enjoy their notoriety and to receive their pay. Dacon remarked
‘concerning the Church controversie's of his day, ‘thatto search
and rip up wounds with a laughing countenance ; to intermix
scriptare and scurrility in one sentence ; the majesty of religion
and the contempt and déformity of things ridiculous ; is a thing
far from the reverence ofa devoutChrlstmn and hardly becoming
the honest regard of a sober man.’ There are now lying before
the writer numerous extracts {rom pamphlets, m'wuzmes, essays,
tncts, and newspapers, in which all that Bacon. deprecated is
done, and much more. Here, on. both sides, historical facts are
d:stnrted Scnpture is mxsquoted and misapplied, funlts are black-
ened and magnified'into startling crimes, the rales of argumenta-}
tive justice are grossly violated, obvious mistakes are encerly
seized-and aggravated into intentional fulsehood candid:admissions
are taken advantawe of and turned into grave. accusatlons, the
snnctlty of private’ frlendshlp is prol'aned old and one-sided infor-

the peacefal leave in a'state of ff

homage to buman authority, that is due only to Divine.

» ‘mation s recetved and, employed in. prel'erence t that whn.h is
Lo o

ment is a tempest, and. their chlel'dmtmcuon thnt, like: a celtum.
bird of prey, they can. fly only.in a storm. The world mean-
while Jooks onamused ; the partisan heartens and cheers on his
champion to the next onset ; the unwary Christian spectator him-
sell insensibly encourages and imbibes the factious spirit ; and, in
some instances, an individual who. only meant ta. step between the
hostile ranks as & mediator, has soon sided with- a party, and
joined in the fray. While many. penodlcal publications, commen-
ced on Christian prmcrples, have quickly discovered that their
own frlends mlstoolc thejr. l'readom from pnsslon for want’ ofspt-
rit,; and therel’ore in order to. mamtum their ground they mﬂume
where they ouwht to hnve extmamshed and udd to the conﬂuﬂru-
tion of a temple nlrendy on ﬁre. e e 3

““And then the conduct ot‘ a larwe propornon ol‘ the relmous
pubhc aggruvntes thls evrl cbnstderably, by conﬁnlog its rendmg
and intércourse. excluswely to'its"own porty <If- truth were pre-
ferred to. {triumph, men would remember that it is not the meno-
poly ‘of a party ; and; on enlemnv the sphere ‘of their reading ‘and
observation, they s would find so much-to questien where they.
had bitherto placed implicit confidence ; and so much to approve
where they had previously bestowed all their suspicions and cen-
sures, that the evil complained of would in a great measure neu-
tralize itself, Instead of this, however, they are content to hear
faults 1mputed to ‘others without any examination, and: praise la-
vished on themselves with little qualification ; unlit, having
keard for years of nothmg concerning their own parly but its
e:ccellence, nor of their opponents but ihczr errors and evils, il
ceases 10 be wonderful that they sltauld tdenty" y all goodness with
the. former, antd feel as if the greatest virtue next to loving and
applaudmg tt : must conszst in. ozly“ymg and opposing thc'
lattre.” 0 DT From «, Umov't "

W When the n;red und weary, le dowi, in he : SR
An(l the sunset in" splendour et oo h
Ts touching and tender. ‘ ‘ o

Whero the dews of our sorrow fall warm on"their rest. )
', s . .

Ilut mighty’s the anguish .
Where beanty must languish,
And the young from the young in life’s morning are riven 5
When the dear spell is broken
Or vows fondly spoken,
And tho fortn is recalled thut in rapture was given.

Qh, vainly we linger
Where silence her finger
'Ilns laid upon lips that no moro moy enclose :
‘Whereand leavesare sighing,
Where blossoms are dying,
O’er the young and the lovely inmortal repose.

The form: that came lightly,
" Like morn breaking br:ghlI),
. With hopes as from Edeén, all faded unrl oer:
The presence endesrm "
. The'smile that wus obecnng, . EEE
and step that was musrc, are wrlh us no more.

. Metropolitan.

AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE.~On what authonty are we to
believe? On the authority of God alone. Each one is hound
under a sacred obligation, 10 go to the Bible for his system of
divinity, and so fur as any man is governed by a regard to any
human creed, in the formation of his religious opinions, so fur he
is deficient in the very principle of christian faith ; and pays that
What a
shame it is for any man, after God has spoken to him, to found his
faith, not on what his heavenly Father says, butto believe various
doctrines, because they were believed and taught by father A.
and father B. and father C. In exact proportion as this higatry is
mixed with any man’s faith, it injures his whole christian charac-||.
ter ; and in many, too many sad. instances, it has caused a human
bible to trinmph over the revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave unto him.-—Asa Shinn,

Doctors Hard y and McKnight were colleagues in the Old Church
of Edinburgh. On a Sanday, 1 when it was Dr. McKnlght 8 turn, to
preach, he got drenched in the rain, on his. way to service. \’Vhtlst
in the session room. ‘Dr. Hardy came in, and, as he had escaped a
drenchmg, was requested by his colleague to go in and-preach in
his place. - « No, sir,? replled Hardy, “ you wdl b "_dry enough

m _the pulprt.” o

: l‘rom the abstract ot‘ hu an scignce fnlsoly‘so callé

',l'.

Yes, thns is mnn dlsqurotcd for nsught b
‘Thus’ comes destruction as I’resumptiun’s meed‘
Thought cannot solve the mystery of tllou«ht,
Nor'man tho secret ot‘ mun's cssence read.
What, tl‘the Soal inhnblts henrt or braln,

. Or cireles 'mid the vlvlt}'ln« stream, o
Pouring its inﬂnenco throngh overy. veln P

It is enough t]mt e‘en by Rcuson’s gleum

We read its Immortnlitv uml know:

Etornlty its gonl for. weul%or woe.

And shull not revolutlon’s holy ﬂume, _ I
Lt on the sacred. pyre ot‘ bges. past,-
Benconlng our hopes to heuyenly ma

8, claim

The Soul’s high destln
Woe to tlte hund whos

Weigh both in tho balances of eternal truth and which is th' ‘
momentous? Yonder sun has no consciousness of 1ts ow exi
tence—lmows not lns origin or his destmy ; nelther '

being which shall survwe .ho exttnctron of. thc sun, uud Amid:th
dissolutiont of the visibla - umverse, ‘shall stand" forth in-;al
mdestrncubrht_y, oven then only commencing a. career interminabl
as His “ who inhabiteth eternity.”” Can we then, over-estimat
human natare 2 Can we be too, mlghttly moved to ‘convert the.
sinner from tho error of his way, to compel him to hasten’ to’ ‘that
feast which God has prepared for our.own imperishable spmts—-
o feast of the bread and water of eternal life ?

Hugh Stowell, .& .M

PLaiNNEss oF TuE BisLe.~—If, then, the scnptures be in
themselves so perspicuous, and sofficient ofthemselves to rhak
men wise unto salvation through faith, through whnt ml'utu'
iait that even Protestant ‘divines persist’ in darltemng: the' M08
momentous truths of rellglon by mtncate comments, on the p!

are contmunlly extbllmg as models of - plmnnese
whrch possesses in rtselﬁ the clearest lluht and..l




