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Nearly the same'Temarks apply to’ the: Holy
Communion. “In.'this and other inexéiisable
. neglect is it vealised that in many hundreds,
" and perhaps even thousands, of parishes. thara
is chiieh, reGivr, or. viear, clerk, farniture,
“everything that is necessary, and yet the one
only special office commanded by the Redeem-.
er, and possessing a formula of words from His
own blessed lips. is not used more than perhars
. ‘once every month, and in some parishes not
-80 often? Does it seem wonderfnl if men and
women have ceased from that attachment to
the Chorch which there ought to be in every
nook and corner, as well &g in every town and
village, in Great Britain ? Is it very astound-
ing that the nation has drifted away from Holy
.Communion into an assembly once or twice on
Sunday for prayers and sermon? But then,
_ag this is the source of weakness, it is most en-
" couraging to feel that here, too, lie the strength
and the remedy. They are ut hand, and they
can he put in operation withont delay, or the
hindrance of even' a lack of money. The
spiritual life of the people must be developed
- and deepened. The enfranchised, with their
porliamentary vote, must be helped to enjoy
a far deeper, holier, and enduring privilege as
citizens of heaven. Spiritual life, spiritual
devotedness, i8 what is mostly needed, is
pearly all that is needed. The clergy -of the
Church have just now an untold spiritual force
at their disposal, and if, without much care
about things secalar or political, they will
thoroughly devote themselves to despening,
and extending the spiritual life of each one of
their parishioners, they will be doing a mighty
work, the results of which will be mostsalutary
in this life, and most unspeakably blessed also
for the life to come, ’

But this cannot be looked for without fre-
quent Communion and more frequent gather-
ings in the House of God than are the rule in
many churches now. Of course the mere form
of daily services and frequent Communion can
amount to nothing more than formelism, aud
even self-rightecusness. Formaliem and self-
righteousness can exist, and do exist, in every
phase of Christianity. But experiénce also
proves that spiritual life and spiritual devoted-
ness ave hardly possible with churches nearly
always closed; without some weok-day ser-
vices ; and withount a celebration of Holy Cofn-
munion on every Lord’s Day.

These words are written full of hope, and not
without deep gratitude and encouragement, at
the persuasion that a mighty work is within
the compass of the Church even as sheis. Let
every church building be well worked. Let
the churches be made, and be felt to be, avail-
able day by day. Amidst all let the clergy,
remembering the doclarations which they made
before they were ordained, and the exhortations
given them, and the promises declared by them,

. make it the grand object of life to promote
spiritual life and devotedness amongst their
poarishioners, whether they be few or many.
Some clergymon carefully go through the
Ordination Service on every anniversary of
their ordination, to the profit, it is believed, of
themselves and their people. It is a question
not now for discussion, but it is a very import-
ant question, whether in their well-meant ob-
ject of winning all sorts of people, by joining
with them in many amusements and games,
the spirituul work has not snffored far more
than it has been advanced. But here it must
be added that the people at large make a great
and even severe distinction between clergymen
uniting with the young men of their parishes in
a manly game of ericket, and the very different,
however agreeable, amusement which absorbs
- many afternoons, and many evenings also, in
the lawn-tennis party. = At all events facts stare
the Church in the face; and boldly proclaim
that great changes are at hand. Let not the
Church be afraid of anything except of doing
‘wrong, or doing nothing. Let there be no sort
of abandonment of any truth or of compromise
of any principle. Let there be adaptation

whicrever needful, and’'4‘loving endeavour to
meet the wants and even the fancies of men,
But.the strength of the Chuveh of Gud is in the
still; siall voice ot Giod, by which His Church
is led, calmly und confidingly in Him, to livea
life of activity and faith, The future strength
aud safety of the Church will soon entirely de-
pend upon [what the clergy “exist to promote
and to manifest in ‘their own lives, viz.],
‘ Spiritual Life and Devotedness.’ GV
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TALITHA CUMI.

From a sermon in Church Work, by the Rev.
Floyd W. Tomkins, Jr.:— '

Young girlhood amongst the working classes
—and may we not fear, under varied marifes-
tations, amongst all classes ?—young girlhood,
to-day, is open to the gravest dangers, and in
& fow cages have the dangers failed to harm.

The decade has been a fitting one for the in-

ception of this Society. I donot wish to make
mere statements when so much positive truth
awaiis ws; but have you, have we, sufficiently
considerod the situation ? A girl is her own
mistress at ten. No home iniluence is wise
enough, no home training is stern enough to
control ; and the will, wayward in the best, is
greatly wandering in the worst, and leads too
often to trouble and sorrow. Have youstudied
this matter in our streets at night?—not the
streets of this city only, but, as experionce has
assured me, the no less suggestive streets of
our smaller towns and villages. Iave you
seen the little children without guardians,
playing, walking, at an hour when they
should be asleep? Have you noted tho older
girls, heard their conversation, seen their com-
panions, and started at the shrill, ungirlish, be-
czuse unnatursl, laughter? The factories, the
stores, the tenement houses, with their enforced
associations, are the cause—ull the produet of
this age, when money is gained too often by
the wanton sacrifice of souls! Yet thesodaugh-
ters are mot absolutely bad. 1n most cases
their parents in resp -nse to your question,
would assure you of their good characters, and
honestly believe it to be as they asscrt. But
you lknow how the vital nerve of true girlhood
has been wounded, and the simple sweetness of
youth taken away. No great moral offence
may come, The girl may grow to womanhood,
and live and die, as the world says, honorably.
But the first life has gone. The gentle im-
pulses, the susceptibility to good, these are
broken ; and while we wonder at the irreligious,
cold adult nature, God sees & nature which
died to the higher living years ago.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Wz havo received the Journal of the 102nd
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Charch
in the Diocese of New Jersey, U.S., of which
the Right Rev. Dr. Scarborough is Bishop. In
referring to his Episcopal acts, the Bishop
notes one of exceptional interest and occur-
rence, viz., the presentation by Rev. Dr. Hills
of o son for the Diaconate, whilst anothor son,
a Priest of the same dioccse, preached the
Ordination Sermon. To regard to which the

‘Bishop beautifully and truly remarks :—*‘ Such

a gceno is rarely vsitnessed, and such happiness
ag that day filled the heart of the Rector of St.
Mary's is not often vouchsafed to mortals.
‘When in the ordering of God's good Providence
he shall lay his burden down, younger hands
will take it up and stronger shoulders carry it,
and when his lips are sealed and silent the mes-
sage which he delivered to men will be con-
tinued. Surely the gift of two sons from one

parsonage fo serve before the Altar of God!

ought to put to silency fie old-time saying
abont clergymen’s sons! " :

Bisaor S0ARBOROUGH is dubious as to the
real success of the ‘ Missions” lately held;
and prefers to wait and watch farthor tho
drift and {endency of the movement beforo
ondorsing it with unqualified praise. Ho
gives this wise and needed advico:— I advise
the Clergy to caution in sefting asido the
Prayer Book for any other forms of devotion
or for no forms at all. Thero is o
spirit of restlessness, in the Church and out of
it, which is dissatisfied always with the present
and sces somothing bottor boyond. Let us
learn not to disparage or despise tho prosent
with its opportunities and blessings. Noither
let us condemn and exclude with infloxible stab-
bornness everything that is now; oven the
Church must learn to change and adapt her
methods of working to the ago. My only plea
is for a wise conservatism that will not tuke
tho risk of working harm, evon whilo acting
from the purest motive and the best intent. If
the boat that carried Crsar could not sink, the
ship that carries Christ will safely ride the
storms. Hor pilots may bo unskilled and care-
less, but an unseen Hand will keop hor off the
vocks and quicksands, and bring hor safely to
the haven.” '

Tae feeling against Mr. Gladstone, in conse-
quence of his proposed Iome Rulo schome
seems to be very bitter, and in somo quarfers
doubls are cntortained as to his samity. In
many particulars tho seheme was indced sonse-
less in the extreme; but wo hardly oxpected to
find such outspoken condemnation us the follow-
ing from the [rish Eeclesiastical Gazette:

“Ts Mr. Gladstone mad?  This is & question
which may he reasenably entortained. It is to
say tho least of it, a vemarkable fact that more
than one competent judgo of human character
has pronounced an opinion on th subject, and
declared that tho acts of Mr. (Hadstone wero
ithose of a madman, Lord Palmerston’s pro-
phecy that Mr. Gladstone would live to destroy
Lis country and dic in a madhouse is well
known, and lately wo have had Mr. Spurgoon’s
writlen assertion that only & madman could
have promoted the lato Disvuption Bill,”

Tk interest in the Colonial and Indian Tix-
hibition, and the atlention paid on all hands to
the Colonial visitors, scem unabated., Daring
the week ending 10th July, the number of visi-
tors o the Exhibiton was 167,480 ; total aince

tho opening, 1,050,448, Tho Qucon too has
made several visits to the © Great Show,” und

has beon particularly gracious and allentive to
hor Colonial subjects. There can be no doubt
that the variousoutlying portions of the Empire
will be greatly bencfitted by the oxtended
knowledge thus given of their capabilities and
attractions; but the Empire itself will bo
strengthoned, and we trust the tio which binds
its several parts together so strongly welded as
to prevent the possibility of soverance. So far
the Dominion seems to have held its own wall,
avaen a8 against India itself, and individual ex_
hibitors have already roceived, in many easos,
largo orders for their manufactures. The pro-
posal is now made that the Exhibition should
be made permanont.

Treatall visiting worshippers with courtesy,



