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THE CITJRCH GUARDIAN

WEDNESDAY, OcToBER 11, 1882,

We thiok the publication of Mr. Bates’ Questions,
which wo begin to-day on page five, will be found
very useful to the more advanced classes of our
Sunday Schools.

e~

SOME THOUGHTS AND FACTS ON SOME
SEGLECTED ASPLCTS OF
PASTORAL WORK.

Kuatracts  from various well-known wriers, treating of
the nature of private individual pastoral intercourse,

shering especially the various forms such
inferconrse may take.

Lxrract rroM AN o1.b Poruran Book oF TiuE 17tu
CexTuny,

“I shall add Dbut one thing more concerning the
things which are to ha domne before the Sacrament,
and that is an advice that, if any person, upon a
serious view of himself, caupot satisfly his own
soul of his sincerity, and so doubts whethor he may
come o the Sacrament, he do not rest wholly on
his own judgment in tho case; for if he be a truly
humbled soul, it is likely he may judge too hardly
of himself ; it he be not, it is odds ; but if he be
left to the satisfying his own doubts, he will
quickly bring himself to pass oo favourable a son-
tence ; or whether he he the one or the other, if he
comres to the Sacrament in that doubt, he certainly
Plunges himself inte farther doubts and scrubles,
if not into sin. On the other side, if he forbears
because of it, if that fear bhe n causcless one, then
he groundlessly absen{s himself from that IHoly
Ordinance, and so deprives his soul from the bene-
fits of it. Therefore, in the midst of e0 many
dangers which attend the mistake of himself, I
would, as I said before, exhort him not to trust to
his own judgment, but to make known his case to
some discreet and Godly minister, and rather Lo
guided by his, who will probably, if the cuso b
duly and without any disguise discovered to him,
bo better ablo to judge of him than ho of hiuself.
This is the counsel the Church gives in the exhorta-
tion before the Communion, where it is advised that
if any, by other means therebefore mentioned, can-
not quiet his own conscience, but requires further
counse! and comfort, then lst him go lo some dis-
creot and learned Minister of Gov's Word, and
open his grief, that ho may receive such ghostly
counae], advies and comfort that his conscience may
be relieved, &c. This is surely such advice ns
should not be neglected, neithor at the time of
coming to the Sacrament nor any other, when we
are under any fear or reasons of doubt concerning
the state of our souls. And for want of this many
have run into very great mischief, having lot the
doubt fester so long, that it hath either plunged
them into doep distresses of consciencoe ; or, which
is worse, they have, to still that disquiet within
them, betaken themselves 1o all sintul pleasures,
and so quite cast off all care of their souls. Dut to
all this it will, perhaps, be said that this cannot be
done without discovering the nakedness and
blemishes of the soul, and there is shame in that,
and therefore men are unwilling to doit. [utto
that I answer that it is very unieasonable that it
slould be a hindrance ; for, first, I suppiose you are
to choose only such a person as will faithfully keep
any secret you shall commit to him, and so it can
be no public shamo you can fear. Aud if it be in
respoct of thut singlo person, you need not fear that
neither; for supposing him a Godly man he will
nol think the worse of you, but the better, that you
are sc desirous to set all right between Gow and
your soul. DBut if indeed there were ghame in it,
yet as long as it may be a means to curs both your
trouble and your sin too, (us certainly Gedly and
faithful conasel may tend much to both) that shame
ought to be despisod ; and it is sure it would if we
loved our souls as well as our bodies ; for in bodily
disonses, bo they never so foul or shameful, we
account him a fool who will rather miss tho cure
than discover it ; and then it wust hors be o wuch
greater folly, by how much the soul is more precious
than the body.

But Gop koows it is not only doubtful persons
to whom this advice might be useful; there are
others of another sort whose confidence is their
disesse, who presume very groundlessly of the
goadness of their estates ; and for those it were

most happy if they could be brought to Lear some
more equal judgments than their own in this g0
welghty a business. The truth is we are generally
so ept to favour ourselves that it might be very
useful for the most, especially the more ignorant
sort, sometimes to advise with o spiritual guide to
enable them to pass right judgments on themselves,
and not only so, but to receive directions how to
subdue and mortily those sina they are most in-
clined to, which is a matter of so much diffieulty,
that we have no resson to despisa any means that
may help us in it."—The Wihole Duty of Man,
guoled i Scudamore's Steps to the Altar.

Trr Rev. G. H. WILKINSON,
On the need und value of private, personal Pastoral

Duterconrse and owr Lord's Example in such.

A life in the perfocting of IHis snints and iu the
caring of sinners, our Blessed Lord had a separale,
individual care for each individual soul. The edu-
calion of 8. Thomas, S. Peter, S. John; His deal-
ings with the woman of Samaria; with the name-
less mondicant in S. John ix.; with the sinner in

. Simon's house—are insiances with which we are

alt familiar, His disciples came to Him *privately.
‘If a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them
be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and
nins,” elc.

How this individual dealing can best be accom-
plished is one of the problems which the Church
is now oalled to solve. I am not hore to ignoreits
difficulties; still less to unfurl a battle-flag by dog-
malising on the subject of Confession. So faras I
can understand it, it seems to mo that to enforce
Confession, directly or indircctly, is alien to the
mind of the Epglish Church. To refuse it, or, by
silence, Lo ignore its silence, is to rob our poople of
a part of our Christian heritage.

Bo this as it may, on two points I am thoroughly
convinced. First, that unless pastor acd people
are brought into individual personal contact with
each other, tha spiritual life of a parish will not, as
a general rule, bo deepened. Secondly, if we wish
to win the confidonco of our congregations, we
must invite them again and again, and so invite
them that our meaning shall not Le misnnderstood.
Let us speak out what we mean, in an honest,
straightforward, Dnglish spirit; and let us pray
Gob that men as well as women may be brought, in
answer {o our prayers.” Z%e Spiritual Life its
Hindrances and Helps - a paper read before the
Nottingham Church Congress 1871. [S. P.C. K.
ed. p. 12]

Correspondence.

— ) s

THI MONTREAL CATHEDRAL.

{To the Xditor of the Church Guardian),
Sin,—1 enclose a letter from its last issuo of tho
Awerican Living Churck, whiclk speaks for itself.
This 1s how cthers see us. 1 trust that this friend-
ly eriticism will not be without its good results.

It is the opinion of many besides our critic from
acress the lines that the “brethren in Momtreal are
losing greal opportunitics.” Moro clergy, botter
churchmanship and greater zeal, in those parishes
which bave the most opportunitics and the greatest
means at their disposal, aro wanted in the city of
Mountreal, and this would have a reflox action on
the country parishes.
Diocese or MoNTREAL

o the Editor of the Living Church.

Having recently returned from a trip in Canada,
I wish to enter n mild and brotherly protest about
the way in whieh American Churchmen ave dis-
appointed at the Cathedral in Montreal. We were
in that city on a heautiful Sunday merning, and of
course wended our way tothe grand building which
secied to promise a lovely and satisfactory Service.
As a gentlesnan from New York had said to us the
day belore, wo “expected a delightful Choral Ser-
vice, a taste of an old England Cathedral Service.”
But alas ! a huge pulpit blocks the *‘aisle” and
stops the vision, at the centor of the chancel arch,
utterly out of place, ugly in itself. and in a position
whers no English Cathedral ever has it pulpit.

On one side ontside the arch, and elevated by

soveral steps, a lectern; and at the other side,
around the “jamb' of the arch, o reading desk, also
elovated. No proper stalls for the clergy, buta
sort: of pew almost out of sight, in which one clergy-
man was ensconsed while the othor up high in the
reading desk read prayers af the people, The long
choir stalls were occupied by » company of )oung
men and maidens, and older gentlemen and ladies,
who moved ahout considerably before Service,
talking to one another quietly, and “visiting” from
side to side ; some of them coming in lafe and
ooing to their places after the Services had begun,
Only the organist wore a suplice. The Services
were not choral, but the parts which wero sung
were sung very badly. Tho Serviee was dresry
and uninteresting, and it was the verdict of at least
eight persons whom afterwards, I met at tho hotel,
that & more dissppointing experience as to Divine
Servive had nover been theirs. One lady, o Pros-
byterian, inquired whether we considered that a
good specimen of an English Cathedral Service.
I could not discover that there was a woekly Com-
munion, indeed it was dificult to find out anything
about the Church Services in the whole city. In
front of all the denominational houses of worship
aro boards having on them all needed information
as to name of church, hours of servico, rasidence of
pastor, ete. We saw Preshyterian, Baptist, Maoth-
odist, Reformed Episcopal Chapels, all duly labelled.
Jut mot on Anglican Chureh thus designated, and
no information given even in the newspapers, or
(as to hours of Service) in the city Directory.

Now, I do not write thus for the mere purpose of
finding fault, but in grief and disappointment. It
geems to ug travellers that our brethren in Montreal
are losing great opportunities.  Thousands and
thousands of “‘States” people go lo Montreal every
year, and are delizhted, as they may he, with its
beauty, ANl who are religiously inclined, whether
Churcli people or not, want to attend the Cathedral
if they are in the city on Sunday. A great many
weuld desire the Holy Commuuion, all would like
accurale information as to hours of service. But
while in tho Directory the hours of masses in the
principal Itoman Churshes are given, and om tho
front of other houses of worship Lhe ueeded informa-
tion is emblazoned, the churches of the Anglican
Communion are as silent as if they desired no
stranger to come, and the Seivico al the Cathedral
is s¢ tame and so indifferently performed as to lead
Churchmon to say, *we do not want to go there
again.”

It is too much to ask that the dear old Church
should be shown in her beauty to her children and
s0 strangers, and impress them all with her digoity
and earnestnoess, as she wolcomes them o hor courts
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THE CATHOLIC APOSTOILIC CHURCH.

—

{To the Editor ofthe Church Guardian.}

Sir,—I notico the following in your issue of
Sept. 27th, under the head of “news™ from ** Dio-
cesc of Toronto,” with reference to the newly ap-
pointed Curate at “All Saints’”! ** Owing to some
unexplained causes he left New York, and was just
about to unite with the Catholic Apostolic Church
when he came under the influence of one of our
clergy who remonstrated with him successfully.”

May I ask your correspondent whether the
Curate in question is not now *‘ uniled” with the
Catholic Apostolic Church? If he is not, how can
he consistently join in the Nicene Creed, *“ I believe
one Catholick and Apostolick Church”’? How
can he be in 2 congregation which believes in * the
Catholic Apostolic Church,” i. e. believes itself fo
be a portion of that “ Gne Body”? How could
he hold the Bishop's license to minister as a Deacen
in the Church of England to whose Prayer Book
he must have subscribed before obtaining that
license ?

1 should imagine that the % one of our clergy,”
under whose influence the Curate came, must have
pointed out to him that the Church of England is
a portion of the ** Catholic Apostolic Church,” for
which he was looking, and thus saved him from
being guilty of the sin of schism.

I am, dear sir,
Your faithfully,
Cnas. L. INGLEs, JRr.

Parkdale, Festival of St. Michael and All Angels.



