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It is an encouraging sign that of the 141 members
of the Britisn Medical Association, at thelr recent
annual dinner 49 refused to take wine.

Jewisi committers have been formed in Rux}h\a-
nig, at several large towns, 1o facilitate the emigra-
tun of Jewa to Palestine ; and large sums have been
subsenibed for the purpose.

Tue Primitive Methodist Meating-house in New-
port Pagaell, having been closed has been pur-
chased on behall of the Church, and is now nsed
as an infant schoaol and mission-roonn.

Accorvine to a despatch from St Petersburg, an
American Jew performing in a circus there has e
ceived orders to quit that capiial withua three days,
simply on accoumt of Ins protessing the Hebrew
creed.

Nr. Forpven Barkkr, an eminent physician of
New York, speaking as a witness in the Guiteau
trial, disposed of the theory of moral insanity by
saying : “'I have no faith in s extstence.  Moral
insamity is shnply wickedness.”

Tur great Charch work which has been done at
Great Yarmouth during the last few years has been
recognized by the Bishop of ’NOT\\'ld.\, who has
appointed the vicar, the Rev. George Venables, to
an honosary canonry in Norwich Cathedral,

AN Fnglish Bishop tolda vicar a few days ago
af a clergyman who said to him, recently My lord,
my living is put down in the Clergy-list at £6oo ;if
any one wonld take it off my hands, and give me a
clear L2350 per annum, I should be in pocket.”

Thy past and present numbers of University
Coliege, Oxford, have presented to the Very Rev.
Dr. Bradley, a magnibicent service of plate, asa
testimonial on his retirement from  the mastership
and his elevation e the Deanery or Westminster,

sreakis at Blackburn the Bishop of Liverpoel
sid there were only three subjects more important
thanthat of temperance —the preaching of the Gos-
pel, promotion of Scriptural cducation, and the
mainteance of the old Protestant faith of England.

Avihe regalar meeting of the Standing Com-
mittee of Connecticut, held in New Haven on
Wednesday, December ratly, Juseph Battell Shep-
herd, a Methodist minister, was recommended to
the Bishop to Lie received as a candidate for Holy
Orders.

A roX-yo7 has reached us which it would be a
pity 10 withhald, T'he oiher day a Bishop, when
wavelng in a London 'hus, met one of his clergy.
“My Joed,” said the latter, 1 have scen many a
Bishop on pursibies, hut never 1ill to-day a Bishop
R OIS

Ax anti-Semitic weekly paper the . Infi-Juif, has
appeatcd in Paris, It styles atself “the organ o
social defence,” aned gives as its object the abroga-
tion of the decrees issied by the National Assembly
M 1zor. conferring civil und political rights on
Yrench Isiaclites,

A Sraskx Jady, whe wishes to remain unknown,
has offezed £ 300 through Dr.iailey the late warden
to St Augusunc’s College at Canterbury, for the
urpos.: of founding a scholarship in the College to
the honour of St. Wilfrid, the Apostle 1o the Seuth
Saxons, who built the' cathedral at Selsey, which
has since been removed to Chichester.

CSavs an Amerjcan exchange ;:—The following
facts speak a very emphatic language: Among the
Roman Catholics who prohibit marriages between
bleod relatives, the proportion of deaf mutes is 1 in
3000. .\mong Protestants, who are mere Jax with
Telerence to such marriages, ihe proportion is 1 in
4,000 ; while among the [ews who encourage them,
the proportion is 1 in 400.

Tax: Ruri-decanal Chapter of Derby, under the
vresidency of the Rev. Prebendary Abney, has for-
warded to the Permanest Secretary of the Church
Congress an invitation to hold the nest mecting at
Derby, which has been accepted.  Derby is so cen-
tral in situation, and so well served by railways,
that a Jarge and scceessful Congress may be antici-
bated. - flishep Maclagan has nat presided over the
Church Congress, though it has already been twice
held in Lichticld diocese, viz. at Wolverhampton in
the episcopate of Bishop Lonsdale, and at Stoke
HPOLL L aner the peesidency ol Bishop Selwyn.

A ¥risH outbreak of the anti-Jewish agitation is
feared in Russia.

A1 Soudan, Aigeiia, a false prophet, with 1300
followers, killed the governor, and 1otally annihilated
his foree 07 350 Kgypuans.

T Bishop of Maryland administered Canfirma-
tion in Menshaw Memorial Church, Raltimore, last
week,  Prof, Rewder, a converted Jew, was a mem-
ber of the class.

‘Tur: Children's Aid Society of New York, during
its cxistence, has provided homes for 60,000 waifs
ofhumanity ; sheltered, fed and taught in its lodging-
houses zo0,c00 boys and girls, and taught over
100,000 little girls, neatly everyone of whom after-
wards led virtuous lives.

Wiy the original Diocese of Pritish Columbia
was divided in 1879, there were fificen clergymen
and a Bishop. Now there are in Columbia, Bishap
Hills and cleven clergymen ; in Westminster, Bis-
hop Sillloe and nine clerzymen ; in Caledonia,
Bishop Ridley and five clergvinen ; making a total
of three Bishops and twenty-five clergymen.

Mg, Syurer Morery, whose fatal advice to the
dissenters of Northampton, led 10 the election of
Mr. Bradlaugh, has recanted.  Ata mecting of the
electors of Bristo], he declared that he would not
vate for any tampering with the oath, and that if
any substantial proportion of his censtituents objec-
ted 1o his views on that subject, ke would resign.

Acorrrerion of the highest interest and import-
ance to Oriental scholars, consisting of 5,400 cunci-
form tablets, is now en its way 10 Eugland.  ‘They
were discovered by Mr, Rassam, at Sippara, near
Babylon. It is supposed that these tablets are
the library mentioned by Berosus, which contained
antedeluvian records copied from carlies documents
by King Sargen [, who lived 1,800 1. c.

Tui: exploration of the Nickajack Cave in Ten-
nessee has atready revealed many miles of galleries,
yet no ending has as yet been reached. Its em-
trance is on the northern side of 2 hill; a river
flows through it. Many most interesting animals
were found, including an apparently new  salaman-
der, a snowy white and blind crawfish of a new
species, several other crustacea, also blind, and
wo crickets,

GOoVvERNOR Nrpat, of 1daho, says with reference to
Mormonism s “The Government must go at it
now and cut it out by the roots. If not. in the cud
it will have to be put down at the end of the
bavonet.  Already they think they can defy the
United States, and I have seen a maob of twenty
thousand Mormans in Utah, march by the Federa!
Court when it was in session, and hoot in  derision
ofits authority. 1 have seen the flag borne covered
with insulting mottoes, and T have scen it dragged
in the dirt. We must meet this thing now, or it
will cost hloodshed to put it dowa.”

‘Tnr. twentieth and last volume of the fistory of |
the Feaueo-German 1War of 18701871, prepared
hy the German Staff under the superintendence of
Marshal von Moltke, is just issued. 1t appears
that from first to last the Germans had no Jess
than 123,453 men and 5,247 officers placed 4ore
de combat, of which numbers 40,081 were killed or
died. No sufficient data exists for correctly cal
culating the French losses. The number of ¥rench
prisoners made 15 given at 702,004 men and 21,508
officers. The German force cngaged during the
whole period of the war pumbered 1,451,944 men,
including 33,101 officers.
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Tiur Bishop of Saskatchewan has visited the
Indian Reserves in the south-western district of his
diocese, by Fort Walsh, Cypress Hills, and Yort
Macleod, to the Rocky Mountains, a distance of
about 700 miles from Prince Alhert, his see-town.
He found body after body of Indians- wholly desti-
tute of Christian teachers. In speaking of the few
missionaries he mentions Canen McKay. This
gentleman, theugh not twenty-nise years old, is per-
fect master of foeur Indian tongwes: Blackteet,
Cree, salteaux or Ojibway, Sioux or Asinibein,
Thus he can ‘coaverse with all eur British Indians,
while he can make himself understood in the lang-
uage of the Nezpierces and Crows, ‘two tribes
belonging to the United States. He has worked
hard amony hoth Indians and scttlers. He has a
school-house on the reserve, built mainly with his
own hands. The Bishop has made him a Canon,
and will shortly make him Archdeacon of Cypress.
‘The lack of clergy in this divcese is most serious.

AN application was made in July tast by Sir Ruther-
ford Alcock to H.R.I. the Prmcess Touise that
there might be some annual inspection of the child-
et taken ot from  Fngland by Miss Rye, with a
view 1o meet an objection of the Local Government
Board to the transfer of pauper orphans to the Cana-
dian homes which are ready o receive them. We
are zlad to find that after some delay, caused by the
debate whether this inspection should be nndertak-
¢ by the officials of the Dominion ur of the several
provincial governments, it has now been dieided
‘that the Minister of Agriculture will undertake to
see that there shall be a satisfactory annual inspec-
tion made, the report of which he will forward ofii-
cially.'  And the Secretary of the Department of
Agriculture, Ottawa, Canads, adds, “I'he class of
young children of both sexes, if well scelected and
of suitable age, from workhouscs, if placed outn
families of Canadian (armers, would be very likely
to do well.  The experience of the past has proved
that the great majority of childien brought from
England and placed with families of farmers in
Canada have succeeded and became prospurous.’

. ————

FORFIGN MISsSIONS,
CHINA—IN.
Tue Fawnne 1y Craxa—By Riv, ) Z0 Rk,

Famine is & thing of which happily we know but
the meaning in this favourcd land of ours.
Indeed we hardly know so much.  We form, it is
true, some conception of its fearful nature by read-
ing the accounts of its causes, of its progress, and
of its resnlts in the lands whick it visits, Fxcept,
however, in so far as (iob can, of course, erder all
things as it may please Him, it is scarcely possible
that our own country should ever be the theatre of
this terrible visitation. Weak and ill-organized
government, and deficient communications, no less
than variable seasons, are among the many causes
which h 15e brought Clina to suffer so grievously
under tH&late appalling ravages of this dreadful
scourge,

The districts chicfly affected were Shansi and
the three neighbouring provinees forming the north-
eastern portion of China proper. ‘The crops hav-
ing (ailed in these districts, owing in great measure
to drought in the ycar 1876-78, following upan
floeds in previous years which had destroyued nearly
al} the trees and obliterated the irrigation channels,
a vast exient of country became wholly dependent
upon supplies from without, the cost of which was
immensely increased by the fact of there leing no
means of communication in the least adequate 10
the vast traffic thus suddenly called into heing.
Crowds were cempetled to migrate to mare favour-
ed districts.  Parents even sold their very children
to permit of this being done.  Muititudes perished
under the hardships of the way. Crowded together
in the places to which they had fiocked, vast num-
bers had became the prey of typhus fever. Of
those who remained the less atuent fell 1o seliing
anything and everything for ready mancy by which
to pay for the fecd so hardly imported. ~ At Jength
the rich purchasers themselves found that even
they could not get tood, and people of all sorts and
classes shared the comman dreadful Jenth.

Relief committees were formed to supplement the
cfiorts of the Government by the distribution o
funds voluntarily subscribed. It was decided to
make the distribution in money, not in grain, and
“it was necessary to trust culireiy to the various
missionary bodies for agents in the work,”

One of these, the Rev. C. P. Scott, S.1.(. Mis-
sionaty at Chefow, has written an accomnt of his
journey on this errand of mercy. He says, amongst
other things :—

“The destruction of property is cnarmous, and
the prices at which poor creatures have sold their
all is too cruelly ridiculous. Good houses ssld for
8d., the buyer to pull them down and seli the
wood, because the scller had not sutficient strength,
Mr. Hill (a Methodist Missionary} was shown a
a very finely-built court-yard one day which had
been seld for about &3, the cost having been some-
where about '§7,000. Land of course has gone in
the same way,”

Capnibalism became frequent ; so frequent that
Mr. Hillier, of H. M. Consulate, Shanghai, in a re-
port dated March . 26, 1859, supposes that 50 per
cent. of the people. of Shansi have tasted human
flesh.

Mr. Scett,.ina
says :i—

“At the place where we stayed on Sunday very
few people. were left. ‘The landlerd of our inn
told us-that in the $pring of this year whiic thirty or

letter dated November 27, 1878,

forty men remained alive they used 10 go cut at
night tute the vaves which serve many of them for
houses, waylay any unhappy travelier, rob, kill,
drag him nto the cave, and cat him! 1 believe
this 1o be guite true, and to have happened in
many places.”

In another letter, dated December 21, lie Says
==*Up to three or four months age, the people
were cating one another tenibly i these parts.
Bad men took oceasion by the calamity to steal
children, kill them, and sclltheir flesh to the cook-
shops, where it was made into dumplings | The
following is very charaeteristic :—A certain Man-
darin had five women brought befose him, vharged
with kidnapping children and cating them. The
charge was not devied. e then asked the wamen
it they would avenge themselves on hiny when in
the spirit world, in case he sentenced them, They
replied “No.”  So he quictly centenced thent each

1o 3co bows with the bamboo aad then to be
burned ahve.”

Tt wonld be easy to muluply instances of dis-
tress. We can but hope that amokg the Chinese »
some such result as that i Sowth India nay be
witnessed, and that seme may Jearn that there is
sich @ thing as Christian charity.  The time and
strength consecrated by the missionaries to the
canse of relief, will then have bheen indeed well-
spent.  Of the devotedness of thase engnged in
this generous work, Mr, Forrest, the Censul af
‘Tien-tsin says :- -

“It would he invidious to make any distinction
in recording the services of this devoted band, but
Mr. Richar, whose name is known far and wide
ameng all classes of natives, stands out so promin-
ent that he must be regarded as chief of the dis-
tributors . - The Chinesc are litile liable o
the discases which kill 50 many Europeans ; but
typhus fever, a direct result of the famine, which
broke out in the winier of 1877, slew thousands and
thousands that the famine had spared. The dis-
tributors were of course fully exposed to the cop-
tagion. Mr. Whitlag, W Ui’ American Pres'wie Toun o
Mission, died early i ihe year, and his grave in the
cellar of a ruined house is not the Jeast noble in the
valley of the Fer. Yuan Pao heng, the Famine
Commissioner, followed next, and a laige number
of the assistants employed in distnbuting died, or
were disabled by typhus.  In Chihli, Mr. Rarradale,
of the London Mission, follewed his wite into the
tomb on the 23rd of May. ‘The wife of the Rev.
Alr. Hall, of the Methodist Mission, was taken with
typhus, und awoke from a long delirium ta find that
her husband had during her unconsciousness can-
tratied the discase and died.  Three French sisters
of charity perished at Tientsin.  Mr. Turner, of the
Inland Mission, and Mr. Smith, of the American
Board, survived fearful attacks, and not one of the
little band has escaped without a severe shock to
his bealth.  Braver or mere unselfish men jt would
be difficult to find.”

"The fellowing account of the manner of distribu”
tion, taken from one of Mr. Scott's letters, shal
close this paper :(—

“Mr. Chapel stays herc and studies, while Igo
out with Mr. Ma and a native of this place, and
stay for two or three days at a central village dis-
tributing to the smaller villages in the neighbour-
hood. We arc furnished by the chicf men of the
viliage with a list of names of peisons who need:
reliel mave or less according te the size of the vil-
lage.  When we arrive on the spot these same men
take us round to visit cvery famuly, and we judge
fram their 2ppearance and their numbers how much
to give to each, making 2 1-cnci! note of the same.
Sometimes one has to wai. uboit nearly all day.
We have visited as many as two hundred families-
per diem in this way, When the inspection is
over, those who dre to receive are assembiled nta -
lemple or ather place of public resort; s tableis '
set, and piles of ‘cash’ and small bank-notes are -
brought out. I address-a few words to tha people, « -
telling them how far off my -home is, that the
nionzy is not mine, but is seat by hose afar off whe
have never scen their faces or heard their dames, . *
but who know that they are men and Lrethren, made - -
by the same Gop, and that they are in trouble and =
need assistance ;. that they need not thank me, but =
may go hame and thank thc Heavenly Father, andi -
that they need not beg fer more, for they cannot -
have it. ‘I then tell them that however ‘much-or :
tittle they may ‘receive it is #heir omwn, 10 one is to? °:"
acquire a percentage on it, and then in’ their pres.
ence 1 tip_pretty -handsomely for their. trouble the.

{men whe have:done the work. - This is in‘ order to +

prevent the. wretched ‘squeezing’ which in’ spite of -
such a precaution still goes on_occasionally, - After
this we call npt.the namex; give.the money to dach: - ¢
onc with cu? owii handsy and all is over,” - .




