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. 1]] oetrn have acquired legal validity, for, as Pope Boniface }he | all make, but scarcely two in the same sense. But | yet it is made generally the main occasion of quarrel, | Indian language, and I in the English. And when we ' from it, that He tells us He will say, Inasmuch as ye
e . i e | VIIIth says, Non firmatur tractu temporis quod de jure | what is gained by thus veiling the truth, or shutting and become the greatest houfefeu and disturber of | Sang the metre psalms and hymns, their version being ' did it not unto the least of these, ye did it not to

THE MINSTREL’S CURSE.
(Transtated from the German of Unland, for the National

1 Press.)
There
Oer Stood.

, whilom, a castle, a proud and lofty pile,
hill i P :
ill and vale its turrets gleamed to distant sea and isle ;
gardens pranked in floral charms, their perfumes breathed
around,

sparkling fountains leaped aloft in rainbow glory crowned.

A kiﬂi -in realms and triumphs rich was proudly palaced there,
FM is gorgeous throne Le sate with wan and gloomy air;

A‘:"“":‘ he plans is terror, what glances, fiery mood,

t Lie speaks is torture, what signs and seals is blood.
At journeyed to his eastle a noble minstrel pair,
; man with hoary locks, a youth with golden hair;

A'steeq §p o
Th.: exi;“ tich caparison bore barp and harper gray,
3 € beside him briskly fared his comrade young and gay.

g:‘:‘?:k‘ the elder minstrel—* Now be prepared, my son!
To sam, the paet’s noblest lay, the harp’s divinest tone—
Ko boo:m all the joy and pain of music’s forceful art:

it us this day to move the monarch’s stony heart!”

A
4 m{.::o' the noble minstrels tread that hall of pillared pride,
mme h"% upon Lis throne beside his royal bride ;
The queen se grimly gorgeous, as the northlight’s bloody glare,
renc and lovely, as if the moon beamed there.

, Then swept the hoar_y bard the lyre with suéh a wondrous spell,
. ever ou the ravuha_'d ear the sounds still sweeter fell :
As ife,"l the pauses of his strain the youth’s clear voice outrang,
indeed a spirit-choir before the presence sang.
mg of love and_ vernal prime, the golden days of earth;
Ofal om Ind. of holiness, of truth and human worth,
8Weet things that to the breast a thrill of joy impart,
lofty hope or aim that lifts the human heart.

And

For,
An&gﬂm. then were scoff and scorn by all the courtier-crowd,

The W before his Maker there each haughty warrior bowed ;
€ While the queen, with mingled throes of grief and joy op-
CagreDrESES

8t the minstrel’s feet the rose that graced her royal breast.

i 2 3
T";:?;" misled my people, mislead ye now my queen?”

!"E I every limb up sprang the king with furious mien;

rough the youthful minstrel's breast he plunged his
B . hmg_ sword,

Whence, instead of golden strains, a stream of blood out-
Poured.

A .
xv;‘i‘:ﬁ:h;hsteniug throng dispersed in wild and winged alarm,
W gentlmg groan the youth expired upon his master’s arm,
And hoy dy."mlm_i the hallowed form his ready mantle cast,

s M it upright to the steed, and from the castle passed.

Yet

nm‘:'lling near the lofty gate, the minstrel, worn and gray,

s ‘bis peerless harp, the pride of many a festive day,

While gy, & marble ghaft, to earth the shivered wreck he flings,

“w, O€r towers and gardens round his malison outrings.

0w

ch(:efo::;b t0 thee, jmperial halls! may never minstrel choir

Iyre:

Jour echoes wake again with sound of song and

No! !
Till nought bug sighs of anguish and tread of craven thralls!

Veigeance trample in the dust your rent and mouldering
walls,

“

:v" Worth to thee, sweet gardens! in May’s soft light so fair!
You I point this face whence death looks forth with ghastly
stare ;

That therefore ye may wither, your every fount grow dry,

1d over all, in after years, a stony waste may lie.

“

MAM wo to thee, fell murderer! thou curse of minstreldom !
&y all thy toils for fame’s red crown to blank confusion come !

‘;’l"“ep be thy name of men, to endless night bequeathed—
€ be it like a last death-sigh into the void air breathed !”

T

D‘:‘:t'r: ath the hoar one spoken, and Heaven has heard his cry ;
Yet e"kn: smote the tyrant’s halls, and low their ruins lie,
By &? their vanished glory still one eolumn proud and tall,
A % already shattered, ere morning dawn may fall.
Toung

0 treq. 'stead of gardens sweet, there spreads a heather-land ;
The e ett: tall a shadow, no fountain cleaves the sand;
Sunk; 49 name no story tells, no bard’s heroic verse ;

0 oblivion it sleeps—behold the Minstrel’s Curse!
\

THE ANGLICAN BRANCH OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH.

(From «
Theophilus Anglicanus,” by the Rev. Christopher
Wordsworth, D.D.)

[CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST.)

Iv,
CHURCH OF ENGLAND INDEPENDENT OF ROME

PERIOD BETWEEN THE MISSION OF ST. AUGUSTINE AND T
HREFORMATION. nE

Q. Even on the supposition that the Bi
}‘.ome had possessed a patriarchal jurisdictiox::‘.:)‘lzjﬁn::iP
and before or during the papacy of Gregor 7
thez hzlx\}ze had any such power after it ? ok
+ No: a year and a half after the death o o
8ory, Boniface IIL occupied the papal chair, :nf r;
ﬁ‘:l:s(sumption of the anti-scriptural and anti-catholii
ps Unﬁ"mdemne'd as such by .Gregory his predecessor)
iclio:lvemal st.hop, he forfeited the name and juris-
s of Putriarch; as one of the greatest of the
Q i;lys, Propria perdit qui indebita concupiscit,
it a_f_'ter this time did not the Bishops of Rome
5 .:::ercls.e a patriarchal jurisdiction over the Bri-
archiey; ?Oluans’ by sending them their Pallium, or
: nbga‘ pall, at their consecration ?
meim i Ppll:y after the age of Gregory there was a
in orey & mish state-policy, Da, ut habeas, Give,
adge giv:t you maz have. The pzf.ll was at first a
Ang s bn b'Y the Emperors 'to Patriarchs; wheun it
nothing : e given by Popes, n: was, for some time,
™., l.lt a symbulu{n fraternitatis—a mark of com-
ki, iWlth Ro.me_: it was no necessary part of the
itp sc;\)pal dignity, and many Archbishops never
tial to- o t length, however, it was #mposed as essen-
> mm, about A.p. 1235, and was sold for vast
oney.

Q. Did not those Me i
of Csnu‘nical Obedience t:: I:z]eu;:: L};'elr’::;te?an o
AP ' n,‘ was ancxgntl_y nothing more than
2 rofesszor.z of Faith; and any other oath than this
s ;ﬂ prohibited by the eighth General Council (a.
,&3) : nor was any oath imposed with the Pall before
%ear A.p. 1115 ; and the oath of canonical obe-
qu" when it came to be taken to the Pope, even
obﬁb‘?fegory VIL, Hildebrand, (a.p. 1073—1083,)
Py * & Bishop to observe the Regulus Sanctorum
Md not, as these words were afterwards trans-

> 1 maintain the Regalia Sancti Petri; and the

could

Cie’ment" Yaken dates only from the Pontificate of

- By - (a0, 1592—1605.)
bishops Was not the pall received by English Arch-
P ::1 the oath to maintain the Regalia Saricti
t! 0 by Englisl
he twelfil; cem“:f ;b )

1L ('10;;; that oath was framed by Pope Paschalis

Shops, und~“18) and imposed by him on Archbi-
o Bigp, afterwards by Gregory IX. (1227—1241)
Teceiveq l;s' But neither could the pall be lawfully
Giance tm"} a foreign prelate under conditions of 1'11-
by any °_h1'H, nor an oath of obedience taken to him
Muygy, l:“b.le(:t without the consent of his Prince, and
Begg o 85 80 against it; for it is essential to the good-
8.2 an oath that it should be in possibilibus et lici-
e 08 the Seripture expresses it, in veritate, judicio
“d.  And further, as the papal decretals them-
ded.al'e, non valet juramentum in prajudicium
.recei::é’erzoris. Hence, when an English Bishop had
Slareq ththe pall, and taken the oath, William II. de-
olateq at he would banish him from England, if he
¥ his allegiance to the crown under plea of
Pliance with the oath,
“dig 'n(f:“:l:he 1;;all being received, and the oath. taken,
En&‘un d byepra:};::y acquire a patriarchal right in

ﬂckn;,:::‘; tl‘;e 'exercise of such jurisdiction was never
Yesisteq bge in England, but, o the contrary, was
Conditiy) i/ Protests (and in law, prohibentis potior est
by the b OH:lufually wade by the Kings of England,
lamept . :l:d e hex: S.ynods, and by the State in Par-
tion, yet' oy eveu ¢f it had not met with this opposi-
ut, on t’he . rested not on any sound basis of right,
rights of ‘:'}\)"ary, was destructive of the fundamen-
tom us e Crown and of the Chirch, (and nul-

PUS occurrit Regi qut Ecclesie,) it never could

';‘lves

{'country; and it is their * Prerogative to rule all

Bishops from the begioning of

ab #nitio non subsistit. \
Q. What evidence is there of opposition to the |
Papal encroachments ? |
A. Protests, such as have been mentioned, were:
made by Egfrid, King of Northumberland, and his |
successor King Aldfrid, on occasion of the first great |
appeal to Rome; by King Edward the Confessor, by
Henry the First, and succeeding sovereigns; and the
same spirit which dictated these remonstrances, de-
clared itself publicly and legislatively in the Constitu-
tions .of Clarendon, A.p. 1164 in the Articles of the
Clergy, in the Statutes of Provisors, A.D. 1350, A.p.
1863,and A.. 1389; of Mortmain and of Pramunire,
AD. 1391-2; and, finally, in the Statutes of Heory
VIIL, from A.p. 1531 to A.n. 1543, which, in the
opinion of the soundest English lawyers, were not
operative but declaratory acts ; that is, they were no
new laws, but only vindicated and enforced the old.
Q. But even although uo such protests had been
made, could the - “hop of Rome have acquired eccle-
siastical jurisdicuon in England, so that it should be
his indefeasibly ?
A. No, he could not. The Sovereigns of England
are, jure divino, the Lorp’s Vicegerents in that

Estates and Degrees committed to their charge by
God, whether they be Ecclesiastical or Temporal,”
and to see that all persons, ecclesiastical and civil, do
their duty; and Kings cannot execute this function,
unless they have supreme authority in causes ecclesias-
tical. And as the Christian’ Emperors, with advice
of their Synods, transferred Pontus and Asia to the
Patriarchate of Constantinople, which they had crea-
ted; as in England the Primacy had been transferred,
in the reign of King Arthur, a.n. 516, from Caerleon
to St. David’s, and thence by Henry the First tc Can-
terbury; so, even if England had ever been legally
and canonically in the Patriarchate of Rome, which it
never was, the Kings of England, in a Church Synod,
might have transferred their kingdom from it to some
other Patriarchate; and much more they ought to
maintain it in its reasonable, undoubted, ancient, and
primitive ecclesiastical relation both of right and duty
to a Patriarchate of their own Realin of England.

Q. But did not King Stephen, and more fully King
Henry the Second, concede the right of Appeal to
Rome; and did not the latter resign his right of In-
vestiture of Bishops to the Pope; and was not the civil
and ecelesiastical Supremacy of the Crown given up
to him by King John?

A. Yes. But Kings have their kingdoms from
God to rule, and not to give away; and nihil potest
Rex nisi quod jure polest. ~ As Lord Chancellor Cla-
rendon says, *“ The King hath no power to release a
single grain of the allegiance which is due to him as
such.”

Q. But was not the English Reformation brought
about by Henry VIIL to gratify his own evil passions;
and was it not attended with corrupt and sacrilegious
practices ? 3

A. Admitting, for argument’s sake, all that has
been said against King Henry VIIL by the adversaries
of the Reformation; admitting also, that he was a
leading agent in effecting it; still the workman is not
the work. The Temple of Solomon was constructed
with cedars of Lebanon hewn by workmen of heathen
Tyre. Jehu did not please God ; but his Reforma-
tion did. Nebuchadnezzar and Ahasuerus were
idolatrous; but their Edicts for God's service were
religious.  The Temple in which our Lord was pre-
sented. and in which He vreached and worshipped,
had been repaired and restored by the impious and
eruel Herod, who sought our Lord’s life.  And so with
respect to the charge of sacrilege, we are not careful
to defend the character and conduct of all those who
had any part in the Reformation; but we bless God
for His own work, and for many of the instruments He
raised up for it, and for overruling and directing others
to His own glory in the good of His Church.

Q. What is the conclusion from the arguments
against the Pope’s exercise of any Patriarchal jurisdic-
tion in England ?

A. In the words of a learned Bishop, “By God's
law, the Pope of Rome hath no such jurisdiction; for
six hundred years after Christ ke had noune; for the
Jast six bundred years, as looking to greater matters,
(i.e. to be Universal Bishop,) he would have none;
above or against the Prince he can have none; to the
subversion of the faith, or oppression of his brethren,
he ought to have none ; therefore this land oweth him
none.

(70 be continued.)

AMALGAMATION.
(From the Church Times.)

There has been a foolish story, going the rounds of
the newspapers, about a plan for uniting all the Epis-
copal Churches in the world in one, with the Pope at
their head. This reminds us of a book called, we be-
lieve, “ The Comprehensive Church,” which was pub-
lished some years ago, inviting every body to become
Episcopalians, because every one would find in the
Episcopal Church some one truth to which he was at-
tached. The two schemes are at bottom very much
alike.  All the Episcopal Churches in the worldwunited
under the primacy of the Pope, would find that they
were all changed. The Church of Rome would have
retained her head, but by descending from the supre-
macy to a mere primacy, his character would be no
longer the same. So in the other case the Methodist
would find that the doctrine of justification by faith
was .held in the Church, but that its connexion with
bl.aptlsmal regeneration was such as to make it quite a
different doctrine_. So the Presbyterian might fancy
that the Apostolic commission was conveyed by the
hands of the assisting priests; but he could not conceal
from himself the fact that the Church regarded them
as nothing, when unaccompanied by imposition of the |
hands of a true bishop. The same thing might be |
said of the other propused alliance, the Romanist
would continue to look upon the authority of the Pope
as of Divine right, while the Greek and the Anglican
would believe it only a human arrangement.  Besides,
if all these matters were arranged, it would be found
exceedingly difficult to get rid of other usages and
doctrines, which would start up on every side. All
these amalgamating plans, including the “ Evangelical
Alliance,” which is only one of them, are utterly im-
practicable to honest men.

The true basis of them all is the same. It is that
of knowingly using the same words in different senses.
If one of the parties knows this, and also know, or
fancy he knows, thit the other is ignorant of it, he is
neither more nor less than a deceiver. If both know
it, they are engaged io child’s play, making believe
that they agree. The last seems to be what the
“Evangelical Alliance’ have done.  They all profess
to believe in a Christian ministry, bat they do not be-
lieve in the same ministry. If there is among them
any one who really believes the Apostolic succession,
which we doubt, he believes 1 a ministry instituted
by our Saviour, and deriving its authority from Him
through a line of bishops; the genuine Presbyterian
believes the same thing, only substituting the line of
Presbyters. The Congregationalist believes in a mi-
nistry who derive their authority from their congrega-
tions ; the English Methodist in one of which each
individual is called by the Holy Ghost, without any
visible ordination, while the American traces thc
ministry up to Mr. Wesley. All these conflicting

\ ing belief in a Christian ministry, a profession which

opinions are to be reconciled by the fallacy of profess-

our eyes to it? Men might as well attempt to travel |
together, who should agree to say that they were going
to Rome; while one was going to the city of the seven
hills, and the other to the village of Rome, in the state
of New York. Sooner or later they must come to a
point at which they must separate.

We cannot understand why it is that members of
our own branch of the Church, or that of England,
should have fancies for amalgamation in either of these
forms. If the Church is right in teaching the essen-
tial equality of bishops, why pine after a primate? If
she is wrong, why not accept the pope? Either way
why make an awkward atttempt at a compromise?—
So the other way, if Presbyterians think their own or-
dinations valid, why should they attempt to prop them
ap by the aid of ours? If they are invalid, why vot
accept ours? The Church has a definite doctrine
upon this and upon other subjects, which is true cr
false. If true, it must in the end triumph, without

peace in the world. And there are not wanting those
who fancy that the unity of the Spirit here prescribed
canuot better be kept than by disuniting, that is, by
uniting against the Church; and make that blessed
Spirit, whose fruit is peace and gentleness, the author
and fomenter of discord and strife; as if the fiery
tongues (Psalm, cxxii. 3.) he appeared in had been
designed for incendiaries; and the zeal, signified by
those sacred flames, could not be fairlier expressed
than in rash heats and foolish animosities ; and the
rl‘lshi%xof the wind, which filled the room where the
disciples were met, portended only continual storms
and tempests to the Christian Church, and- those to
be bred within her own bowels. But this is a sub-
Ject not so fit, perhaps, for a public declamation in
the pulpit as for our private mouraning in the closet;
that that which our Lord and Master made the cogni-
zance and badge of discipleship, that we should * love
one another,” (John, xiii. 35.) is now so universally

the alliance of any form of falsehood. If false, it can-
not be sustained. by an alliance with trath. There
are but two objects which can be gained by such com-
promises, either the attainiog a seeming unity, or the
increase of the numbers of nominal churchmen. But
how would the seeming unity avail. Sooner or later
it must be dissolved; and what strength could there
be derived from a number of churchmen, who had
consented to assume the name without knowing what
it meant; or who, shutting their eyes to its known
meaning, assumed it in a sense known to be false.
Every thing which is not true and real in Lcclesias-
tical matters must fail. It is so even in worldly
affairs.  Every sort of trick is sooner or later found
out. When it is found out, it always injures the con-
triver.  For ourselves we take the Church just as she
is; we believe her doctrines to be true and her com-
mission genuine. If any body, Greek or Roman, Scot
or German, come to be of the same opinion, the doors
of the Church are open to him; let him enter, find
shelter, and bring strength. But the Church conceals
nothing, modifies nothing.  She rests upon ber pre-
sent basis, witnesses to the truths delivered to her, and
tenders them toall. Those who are able and willing
to accept them she adopts as her sons.  Those who
cannot do so, she does not need, and cannot aid.—
They choose to reject her offer; it is their own loss;
her reliance is on High. Circumstances may here-
after require that she should alter some things which
are indifferent in themselves, and only important be-
cause they are commanded by her. When that time
comes, they will be altered; in the meantime, even
they are important because it is important that her
children should be obedient. They may hereafter be
altered in charity to facilitate the entrance of weak
brethren; but they must be brethren who are prepared
to take all those doctrines and practices which are
really important. .~ The Church is substantially right,
and her principles cannot be altered for the sake of an
amalgamation with any foreign body. She can be no
party to any compromise. We hold then that all talk
about Unions of Episcopal Churches, Evangelical
Alliances and comprehensive Churches, is simply inju-
rious to the interests of true religion, because they
make compromise, not eternal truth, their basis.

UNITY OF THE SPIRIT.
(From a Sermon by the Rev. Adam Litileton, D.D.,
Rector of Chelsea, A.D., 1674.)

“The fruit of the Spirit,” says the Apostle, “is
10ve, juy, prace, lung-suffering, gentleuess, gooQdusss,
meekness,” Gal. v. 22. Now, where the fruit of the
Spirit is not, it cannot well be that there the unity of
the Spirit should be ; and here he tells us, in the verse
foregoing the text, that we must * with all lowliness
and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one a-
nother in love, endeavour to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.”” It is in vain to endea-
vour to keep this unity without those good qualities
and charitable offices whereby it may be secured and
maintained. Further, from this communion of the
members with one another among themselves, there
flows a double result, both of them very requisite for
keeping this unity of the Spirit. .

1. An inward sympathy of mind, an intimate sense
and fellow-feeling of one another’s griefs and joys,
wants and supplies, distresses and succours, by chari-
table instincts, as we are members of the same body,
animated by the same Spirit. This is the second
branch of the unity of Spirit.

9. An outward symmetry of parts, a fair comport-
ment and decorum of shape and proportion, of order
and decency, of posture and carriage to each other in
God's worship and church ministrations, as we are
fellow-members compacted and knit together by bands
and ligaments; this is the bond of peace. And.ln both
these respects, all the members seem to contribute to
the safety and beauty of the whole, and to be mutu-
ally concerned in the ease and welfare of their fellow-
members; and this is, or ought to be, amongst all
Christians, as members of the same mystical body.

First, that in charity they sympathise one to another
in all that befalls them, well or ill, in mutual congra-
tulations and condolences. When one member suffers,
the rest suffer with it, (1 Cor. xii. 26.) and upon all
occasions express their affectionate resentients, and
their readiness of serving to the good ofthL: \Yhole and
of every part. Thisis that the Apostle enjoins, Rom.
i, 15., “to rejoice with them that rejoice, and to
weep with them that weep.” : s

The nerves, if touched with a sense of pain even in
the estreme and utmost parts of the body, speed no-
tice of it presently through the whole budy, ar‘xd'make
a sudden report to the brain, the seat and original of
the senses; and it is the same soul supplies every part
with animal spirits. ~ The members all in their se-
veral places and offices, serve one another, and they
do all naturally expeet, and as kindly accepf, mutual
assistances ; nor does any one say to the other, *1
have no need of thee (1 Cor. xii. 21.); nor. do they
intrude upon one another’s provinces, but with great
quietness discharge every one the duties of its proper
station, (), what a blessed unity of the Spitit would
it be) if Christians that pl‘ofcss one common faith
would be thus like-minded, and would commensurate
their charity to their faith! If they would joy in
their brethren’s well-doing, as our Saviour tells us
(Luke, xv. 7.) the saints and angels in heaven do, and
lament their miscarriages, communicate to them in
their wants, and be comforted in their comforts!—if
we would provoke one another unto good works, (Lleb.
x. 24.) and do no ill to any one, though provoked!
Thfse are the surest ligaments and ties of Christian
society, when the minds of professors are linked toge-
therinlove. The very name of friendship, though upon
secular accounts, is a sacred thing ; how much greater
obligations doth religion lay upon us, which is the
highest friendship, as that which ties us together in
God, making us fellow-citizens with the saints, and
partners in God's own household (Eph. ii. 19.)# O,
how would that city be the joy of the whole earth,
(Psalm, xlviii. 2) if it were but “ compact together,"”
(Psalm, cxxii. 8.) and at unity with itself! and how
pleasant a thing would it be to see Christian brethren
live t'ogether in unity (Psalm, cxxxiii. 1.)! But now
this is our great misery, and perverseness to boot, that
a small difference in religion opens a wide breach in
charity, and an inconsiderable disagreement of opinion
procures an irreconcilable divorce of affection.

To that sad pass religion is come, that whereas the
main business and design of it is, to persuade unity
amongst men, and cannot itself otherwise well subsist;

in the same with the English, I could join with them
in this also: with voices uncommonly sweet and full,
they sang tunes, with which, most happily, I was well
acquainted; and never did I witness more order,
yet plainer indications of true devotion. Though
many of them could speak a little English, yet the
sermon was interpreted to them in their own language.
They have used lay baptism, they say, out of neces-
sity, yet would be much rejoiced if they could have an
authorised ministry.

My mind was most favourably impressed toward
these poor people; and my attachment to our primi-
tive Liturgy mightily strengthened by this instance of
its utility. Without such a help, how much of the
Missionary labor is lost, like oil spilt upon the ground
without a vessel to contain and perpetuate it! Had
it not been for this Prayer Book, the worship of God
would to all human view, never have been perpetuated
to the salvation of this now interesting people.

worn off and disowned, that if charity be the measure
we must take of our religion, it may well-near be a ques-
tion whether there be such a thing as Christianity left |
in the world.

=k

CHEERING OMENS.
(From the Calendar.)

We remember once to have heard a warm admirer |
and forner parishioner of Dr. Beecher, quote a favou- |
rite mazim of that celebrated divine, to the effect that |
it was much better to have many Christian secls compe- '
ting with euch other, than only one great overgrown and |
‘lazy denomination. ~ 'The remark expressed the views |
whech have heretofore genera

as night be shown froin any number of passages from
thdr writings and speeches. They seem never to
hare had any idea of, certainly no love for, that one-
nes of the Church which was the subject of Christ's
preyer to the Father, which characterized the early
da's of Christianity, but which, alas! has since been
oftn and sadly marred by those who had no fear of
thesin of schism.

't is one of the most gratifying signs of the times
to ee a returning desire for Christian Union among
those who have formerly repudiated the principle.—
The great Kvangelical Alliance, recently held in Lon-
dor, was an expression of this feeling; it showed
thet its members were longing for that union which
they lost by leaving the Church. The American
menbers since their return, have spoken much in the
sane strain.  We observe a striking instancein the
Jowrnal of Commerce, of the 15th inst., which gives
ar abstract of a sermon on the subject, recently
preached in New York, by the gentleman with whose
naxim we commenced this article. ~ What a differ-
erce between that remark and the following :—

“Dr. Beecher expatiated largely upon the evils of
dissension and sectarian controversies in the Church,
meaning, as it seemed, the visible churches, and at
the same time the true Church. = He said that while
the enemies of Christ were united and concentrated,
the different divisions of the church had been divided,
expending half their strength in opposing each other,
and leaving but half with which to oppose the united
hosts of the common enemy ;—really doing little but
marching backwards and forwards. The ground
gained by the Reformation had in this way been half

of it lost, and all would be lost unless the Church
cbuld be concentrated and organized ia unity. If an
Unzasized unity could be effected; if the mighty hosts
of the church who were fighting in little squads or in-
dividually, and so much against each other, could be
wheeled upon the right and the left into one grand
uvited army, the victory would be sure and speedy,
and the triumph glorious."

The Jowrnal of Commerce adds, indeed, “almost
all this seems to us entirely erroneous.” We cannot
expect to see that paper quite yet renounce its radi-
calism on this and other subjeets; but, that thereis a
wide-spread, growing disposition for Christian Union
among the wiser portion of the denominations around
us, we think there can be no doubt. We hope they
will ere Jong come also to the conviction, that the
object for which they sigh is to be found, not by such
means as they have hitherto attempted, but by a re-
turn to that Church from which they have gone out.

INDIAN PRAYER BOOK.
(From Frost's Anecdotes.)

THE

A most interesting scene took place in my visitation
of the Oneida and Mobhawk Indians on the Sandusky
river. They are the remnant, or rather a branch of
those once famous tribes which, in moving back from
their former residence, accepted of an invitation from
the Senecas, to settle oo the lands reserved by Con-
gress for the Senecas about the Sandusky river, in this
diocese. I bad heard of them as being attached to
the Church of England, but never could go and see
them til] this sumwer. I found them in their peace-
ful retreat, engaged in the duties of husbandry, raising
corn, and cultivating their gardens.

My friend and guide, who conducted me through
the devious footpaths in the wilderness, in the rain
1fur nearly a whole day’s journey, introduced me to
| this most interesting peéople ; decent and dignified in
| their manners, they received me with great respect;
\ and when I told them that I came among them to do
| good, and ot harm, to pray with them, and to preach
| the Gospel to them in the name of Jesus Christ our
| common Saviour, they fully comprehended my mean-

ing and gave me a hearty welcome.

To show the medium of our mutual understanding,
| they produced their Common Prayer Book, being that
i which was translated into the Indian language, (the
| Mobiawk,) with very little alteration, from the Eoglish
Liturgy, together with the Gospel of St. Mark, A. D.
1787, and printed in Loodon (by the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel.) What news was this to
me! “ And have you read this?" said I *Con-
stantly, every Sunday, in morning and evening prayer,
with.lhe poor scattered members of our tribe, provi-
dentially sojourning on this river,” said they by their
interpreter. T juquired then, if they understood and
felt the great importance of the truths which they
uttered with their mouths. They replied that they
hoped they did; but that many of their people were
inclined to run astray iuto the wickednesses of the
tribes that surrounded them, notwithstanding all that
the old men could do. *“Poor, blessed people!”
thought I, while suppressing my tears; “God give me
grace to be found worthy of serving you!"

During the remainder of the evening intelligence
was spread throughout the woods, that on the morrow
divine service would be performed, and a sermon
preached at 8 o’clock; while wearied with the exercise
of the day, I reposed myself on the hard bed of an
Indian cabin, and slept sweetly till morning.

The appointed hour came, and although it rained
most abundantly, a large number both of male and fe-
male natives asssembled. How interesting the sight
of so many devout worshippers; and how great the
comfort of joining with them in those prayers and
praises which had been the vehicle of the piety of all
| whom I held dear through thirty years of Christian
ministration in holy things, I leave you to conceive.

By proceeding with all the prayers as the Church
| has directed, the whole congregation, through an aged
' reader, could join in repeating and offering up the
‘! same petitions and praises with myself—they in the

CONTEMPLATION OF THE ATTRIBUTES
OF GOD.
(From South's -Sermons.)

It possesses the mind with the amazing thoughts of
omnipatence; of a power able tofetch up sucn a giurtou,

fabric, as this of the world, out of the abyss of vanity
and pothing, and able to throw it back into the same
original nothing again. It drowns us in the specula-

tion of the divine omniscience; that can maintain a stea~
dy infallible comprehension of all events in themselves
contingent and accidental; and certainly know that,
which does not - certamly exist.

Me."’

(Matt. xxv. 45.)

CHRIST ENLIGHTENS THE HEART.
(From & Sermon by the Rev. J. Spencer. AM)

If the Saviour do not give light to the heart
and affections—if men, in other words, will not epen
unto Him when ITe stands at the door and knocks
ready to pour into the inmost recesses of the soula ﬂooz
of life-giving light, then it is certain all their knowledge
and understanding will be of no avail. Indeed, this is
more needful than the other. ~ Most of meun are not
drawn to the Saviour by the previous enlightening of
the understanding. ‘They are rather drawn by the
cords of affection ; by the realizing sense of their sins
and guilt, and of the Redeemer’s power to forgive and
restore; they feel their wants, and they love the Sa-
viour for supplying them ; they love Him because He
has sent a beam divine into their souls, and made them
to see how precious He is to them that believe, and,
because they love Hlim, they believe in Him. 1t some-
times happens that their understandings or mental ca-
pacities are hardly at all, or only partially, eulightened.
Many a poor aud illiterate man, who from various cau-
ses, knows little or nothing of the reasons which influ~
ence men of greater learning and abilities to give

hearty assent @ v . ar {‘J\ristia[ ity. is_vet siroug
in faith and devotion, and truly enlightened in heart

and affection by the blessed Suviour; and wheu the
last award shall come, it may be found that because
he bas loved much and believed hmplicitly and with
his whole heart, he will be exalted above many who

" It confounds the | know more, so far as we see, but loved and believe
: lly prev?lled among se- | greatest subtilties of speculation, with the riddles of | less, T
paiatists from the Church on the subject of its unity, | God's omnipresence; that can spread a single indivi- | ges

bink not that I am undervaluing the privile=

and the blessings of knowledge. On the contra=

dual substance through all spaces; and yet without l ry, be assured that the Christian neglects no oppurtu=

any commensuration of parts fo auy, or circamscrip-
tion within any, though totally in every one.
then for this eternity; which nonplusses the strong- |
est and clearest conception, to comprehend how one |
single act of duration should measure all periods and ‘]
portions of time, without any of the distinguishing |
parts of succession. Likewise for his justice; whichshall
prey upon the sinner, for ever satisfying itself by a per-
petual miracle, rendering the creature immortal in the
midst of the flames; always consuming, but never
consumed. With the like wonders we may entertain
our speculations from his mercy, his beloved, his tri-
umphant attribute ; an attribute, if it were possible,
something more than infinite ; for even his justice is
50, and his mercy transcends that.  Lastly, we may
contemplate upon his supernatural, astonishing works :
particularly in the resurrection, and reparation of the
same nunierical body, by a re-union of all the scatter-
ed parts, to be at length disposed of into an estate of
eternal woe or bliss ; as also the greatness and strange- |
ness of the beatific vision; how a created eye should

be so fortified, as to bear all those glories that stream
from the fountain of an uncreated light, the meancst
expression of which light is, that it is inexpressible. |

Now what great and high objects are these, for a ra- |‘
Heights |

1

tional contemplation to busy itself upon!
that scorn the reach of our prospect; and depths in
which the tallest reason will never touch the bottom :
yet surely the pleasare arising from thence is great
and noble; forasmuch as they afford perpetual mats
ter and employment to the inquisitiveness of human
reason; and so are large enough for it to take its full
scope and ranga in + which, when it has sucked and
drained the utmost of an object, naturally lays it
aside, and neglects it as a dry and empty thing.

TRUST IN GOD.
(From a Sermon by Bishop Medley, of Fredericton.)

To trust in God in the use of means is relance .
without the use of means, is presumption.  The one
is the work of the fanatic enthusiast, the other, of
the sincere, sober-minded Christian. Yet such
reliance is not common; more common among the
sincerely religious poor than among those who have
not so much to trust God for. It is for this reason,.
no doubt, that God visits us with sickness, disappoints
our hopes, brings clouds and darkness about us, that
we may trust Him when difficulties arise, and become
careless for the world when we have more to care for,
because He careth for us. For how very certain it is
that God will nourish us if we trust in Him!  As to
our earthly possessions and earthly pleasures, nothing
can be more uncertain than our tenure of them; but
His care of usis as certain as that there is a God
above us, or a heaven in store for us; nay, we see it
daily by our own experience.  Multitudes rise up
every day, not knowing how they shall get food for
the day, yet God feeds them. Multitudes find them-
selves placed in straits throngh which it seems impos-
sible to walk, yet God brings them through ; the very
fire loses its force, and instead of consuming, purifies;
the waters which threaten to overwhelm, rise up on
either side, and are as a wall for them on the right
hand and on the left. O how blessed is it thus to
depend on God; to put ourselves in Llis hand, willing
to do, to be, to suffer, to enjoy none other than e
allots; that so He may fill, and possess, and sanctify
our souls, and make them fit for His glorious presence
for ever!

Aund it God undertake to add His blessing to our
labour, and so clothe us, should we not be less anx-
ious about our own clothing ?  Above all, should we
not be less solicitous about expensive clothing? It
is right to speak of this, because of the extravagance
in which persons indulge who ‘even make a cousidera-
ble profession of religion.  This is an age of outward
show,  Our forefathers lavished gold upon God's
house ; we more prudently spend it on ourselves,

though not more prudently in'the end. ~ For what a
| wretched satisfaction it is to take pleasure in dressing
up that which must soon come to dust and ashes,
while the clothing of the soul or the pooris neglected!
It is granted that the poor are as much in fault as
others ; but that does not justify others. I have in-
deed often known the poorest persons spend their lit-
tle all in extravagant dress of their family; but do
not those above them set the example? Compare
the sums which persons, who complain of hard times
when they are asked for a subscription, lay out upon
one single article of clothing, and you will soon see
how wiserably low our views of Christianity are. Is
it not notorious that three, four, and five pounds are
often given for single articles of dress by persons who,
wheu they hear a sermon on charity, or come to the
communion, put sixpence in the plate, and go away
quite satisfied, as if they bad done some great thing ?
Do you think when these things are brought before us
at Christ's judgment-seat, we shall be able to look

them?  Will it be well to say, I gave my five or ten
pounds for an expensive dress, Ilaid out my fortune
to keep up a handsomé appearavce, I was noticed as
being more handsomely attired than my neighbours,
when the word of God said so plainly, *“Why take ye
thought for raiment ?”  * Whose adorning, let it not
be that outward adorning of wearing of gold, or of
putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden man
of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God of great price.” I say, will all this give
s any satisfaction then?  Shall we make friends of
the mammon of unrighteousness by expensively dress-
ing up our bodies? Will Christ or His poor mem-
bers thavk us for that kind of ornament?  So far

‘ shall know, that the light
| us, sanctifying our souds,

nity to grow in knowledge as well as in grace. Itis

Aud | our duty and the duty of every man to improve the

talents intrusted to himi; but from the npature and
pecessity of the case it will always happen that the
majority of the community can make but moderate
advances in learning, and can caltivate and improve
the understanding only to a limited extent. 'That
they may, however, notwithstanding all this, be eulight-
ened in heart and affections, and be as truly devoted
to the Saviour in a life of penitence, faith and obe-
dience, experiente clearly shows. T'he Saviour does
shine into the hearts of the humble and contrite; He
does give life to those who sit in darkness, and cry to
Him in the words of the poor blind man, “ Lord that
our eyes may be opened.”” By His holy Word and
by His Church He enlightens not only the understand-
ing, but also the soul; and by His holy sacraments,
which He has made to be channels of grace to the be-
liever, He makes men children of light, and sends His
Holy Spirit to reveal more and more to them, and to
shine-iuto the soul with the * marvellous light'" of the
glorious Gospel of peace. e leads us on, step by
step, in our journey towards our heavenly hoie ; 1le
refreshes us with the comfort and light of His pre-
sence; and if sincerely and truly we strive, in Iis
strength to do His will, we shall know, (the promise
is positive and secure to every man ) —we shall know
of the doctrine whether it be of God or of men; we
which has been shed upon
inciting us to daily love and
obedietice, and urging us on in our Christian course,
has come from Him who is the light of the world, the
Sun of Righteousness, the centre and souvce of all
spiritual light and life. It isin this glorious and cheer-
ing character that our Saviour represents Himself to
have come iuto the world ; it isiin this respect, like-
wise, that Ile is very precious to the pious soul; and it
is as the Light of the whole man that I have wished to
place Him before you, that you might be able to see
for yourselves whether He has been a light to you, or
whether you are yet in darkness and spiritual dead-
ness.

HUMAN LIFE.
( By Jones of Nayland.)

Another motive to humility may be drawn from a
review of those evils which sin hath brought with it
into the world. These have in part, been considered
already ; but it will be worth our while to dwell upon
them in a more particular manner. The first act of
disobedience against Gop changed the course of nature.
We might have lived in peace and felicity, enjoying
the perpetual light of Gop's countenance, if sin bhad
not interposed between us and our Creator, like those
clouds and storms which keep off the comforts of the
syn from the earth and its productions. We are now
banished from the garden of Gop, and turned out iuto
the wide world, which is subjected to the empire of
the prince of darkness. Instead of being provided for
like the fowers of the field or the birds of the air, we
are condemned either to the sweat of the brow or the
labour of the wind. We enter upon life, not as Adam
did, in strength and manhood, but in amore helplesscon=
dition than birds,and beasts, and creeping thiugs of the
earth, and our first act as living creatures is to weep
and lament. Make the best of life, and it isa bubble
floating for alittle while upon the surface of the stream,
then bursting and vanishing into nothing.  All these
are the fruits of sinj and the worst of all its conse-
quences, is that folly and stupidity which i!wlim-n 80
many mortals to live and die, without laying there

them well in the face, and give a good account of

things to heart, and considering from whence they
have all arisen.

REMOVAL OF GOD'S WORD.
( By Bishop Pilkington. )

3

For like as long as the physician doth appoint the
sick man what he shall do, how to diet hiwsclf, and
what mediciues to take, there is hope of life; but if
he forsake him, and will not speak unto him, we look
for present death : 80 as long as God of hix gooduess
lets his word be among us, there is good hope of for-
giveness ; but if he take away his word, there is no
comfort left. Saul, when Sumnel was dead, asked
counsel of God, but he would not speak to him, neither
by dreams, nor at the ark of God, nor by visiona.wr
prophets; and then he runs to witches: so we, when
God teaches not, but are left to ourselves, scek such
unlawful means.

sy

THE HOLY WAR.
(By Dr. Daniel Featley.)

As‘this war is thus boly in respect of the weapons
used in it, so much more in respect of the Prince that
decreeth it, the heralds that proclaim it, the field where
it is fought, and the cause for which it is uudertaken,
The Prince who decreeth this war is the loly One of
Israel, the heralds that proclaim it are the Ministers
of the Gospel, the field where the battie is fought is
the Militant Church, the end for which it is undertaken
is the advancement of Christ's kingdom of grace in s,
and us in the kingdom of glory. -

&

EXHORTATION TO PEACE.
(By Dr. Waterland.)

We are born into a world, where there is no .ugh
thing as joy, comfort, or security, but in peace and
anity.  Histories of times past may inforin us, reason
may persuade us, or experience convince us, that divi-
sions are always destructive and pernicious, are the
presages and causes of approaching ruing and however

some may take delight in them for a time; who wetc




