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first entered the lists so many years
ago.

gIt may be interesting to refer to the
subject of this sketch in other and
more personal connections. He first
lived on Bay-street, and then he lived
in “the yellow cottage” on Church-
street, and later, in houses on Jarvis,
Beverley and Simcoe streets. A few
years ago he removed to St. George-
street, occupying the same house as
did Sir John A. Macdonald during his
temporary retirement while Mr. Mac-
kenzie was premier. This new home
is a spacious one, with a home-like
atmosphere that is most congenial.
The library—a large room well light-
ed by a bay window—is Sir Oliver’s
chief workshop, and there he spends
most of his time, surrounded by his
law library, an extensive, valuable one,
containing full sets of the leading re-
ports and many rare and costly vol-
umes. His collection of books, how-
ever, has run over, so to speak, into
the hall-way and adjoining rooms, the
shelves being filled with all that is re-
presentative in general literature, for
the Premier has always been an ex-
tensive reader, and despite his public
duties, finds time to keep abreast of
whatever is worth knowing in cur-
rent literature. As a boy, he was an
omniverous reader, and as reading ma-
terial was then scarce, his avidity for
study even led him to read to a finish
such works as the “Four-fold State,”
and similar old heavy theological trea-
tises.

A glance at the library leads to a re-
ference to the Premier as a worker.
Such he is in the fullest sense of the
term., With the aid of his capable
and experienced private secretary, Mr.
S. T. Bastedo, he accomplishes, even at
his advanced age, what might well
frighten a younger man. In the morn-
ing he deals with his correspondence,
which is very large, covering a wide
range of subjects. Six thousand letters
a year is not an overestimate of his
mail, and it is a matter of courtesy
with him to have every communica-

tion answered. In addition, intricate
and difficult matters are often referred
to him for a decision by the various
departments of the government; a
great deal of legislation has to be con-
sidered, framed and “seen through the
House;” and between one and two
hundred meetings of the Cabinet
Council have to be and attended, from
which emanate over 800 orders-in-
council yearly. Beside all this, three
months of the year are taken up by
the sessions of the Legislature, when
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the ordinary routine of daily work is
doubled, and the tax upon a minister’s
time and strength greatly added to.
From nine, in the forenoon, till three
or four o'clock in the afternoon, he
works in his own library, and then,
excepting during the session, spends
from four o'clock till seven in his
private office or the council chamber
at the Parliament buildings.

It is always a source of wonder to
easy-going people how Sir Oliver
Mowat succeeds at seventy-four in
accomplishing such a vast amount of




