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PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE,

‘Tt is matter of the deepest regret, that those whose talents qualify
them to take the lead in the periodical literature of our country, and
who bring to their tribunal to be censured or praised the books
which are given forth to the world, have notmore generally adop-
ted a standard of judgment,as regards things connected with reli-
gion, less at variance with th.e word of God. 1t is no very rare
circumstance to take upan article professedly devoted to Theolo-
gical disquisition, and find its train of argument throughout as if
harnecssed to the chariet of defiance, apd driving Jehu-like in the very
face of the plainest declamt.ions of Scripture. Setting aside some com-
plimentary expressions, which seem indeed rather as burlesque on the
sacred word, a learned heat::en might mistake some of those profound
musings for the cogitations of one who had rambled in the groves
of Acaderaus, or caught his inspiration from the lips of a Stoic or an
Epicurean master. This is a sore evil under the sun; and besides its
present evil consequences, we cannot view lt.“_'nhout a feeling of seri-
ous concern for the well being of the rising gemeration, These
periodicals of course fall into the hands of the young and inexperien-
ced, whose intellects are but ill prepared to scparate truth from the
webs of sophistry in which it appears to lge purposely entangled ; and
whose hearts are not so soberly and affectionately knit to the faith of
Christ as to be alive to those insidious attempts at lowering the au-
thority of the maxims of the gospel. The tribute of homage that ig
paid to these

« Combined usurpers of the throne of taste”

dazzles their eyes by a show of authority, and so imposes on their un.
derstandings as to make them regard those laboured pages ag little less
than oracular. Those who are not decidedly imbued with 5 feeling of
profound veneration for the Holy Scriptures, are almost sure, at Jeast
nol to be offended with this spirit of libertism ; many are pleased and
amused ; and some think théselves fortunate in being furnished with
a stone to throw at bigotry and prie tcraft. Yet ttiose people would
feel themselves sorcly agerieved were any one to question the purity
of their Christiavity, or insivuate that they still must « become ag a
little child” ere they ean be true disciples of the Gospel. L, those
who profess a general, but deny a particular providence, they have a
geneml religion, but none that s partw}dar. They may even deem
it a vast treasure : but itis all in a solid mass, and they cannot for
. the life of them unpocket an individual penny for any particalar
urpose whatever. o .

The consequence of this disingenious method is, that o standard
of human reason is set up as the scale and dividors by which to mea-
sure and calculate the phitosophical value of every particular in ﬂ;e
Christian’s Creed ; and whatever does not square with that i counted
for so much dross. The avenues to what we shall tery the Chris-
tian sensibilities thus become hermetrically sealed; anq these’ hli-
Jesophizers must be actually inducted into a rew faith Lefore they can
exhibit a single shade of temper and di::%msniou which owesits ori-
gin exclusively to the grace of Christ. It is true that they may pos-
sess modifications of character resembling the Chiiztiay but
they are only rubbed on the outside from contact with Christian

ciety.
sow.ylxavc been led into the above train of reflections by the perusal
of an Articlo, No. 1 of the Edinburgh Review for January 1838- 0}“}
of the leading sentiments of which is, that there is ne such thin, as a
parlicnlar providence S\_lpel'intending the world of m«’lnkind,b [t. i(s
learnedly written ; exhibits proofs of extensive reading; containg a
number of very just observations ; and runs through 57 pages. The
argument chiefly respects the question iu a national point of view,
But as individuals are concerned in the matter, we shafl inctude them
jn the following remarks.

Do the Reviewers believe ina general superintending Providence
They inform us that they do. But if we understand them rightly,
they think its superintendance is rather the operation of a code of

oral laws, somevyhat resembling the laws impressed on the mate-
rial system of the universe, and then left so to work their own coure
But, does that whicl is general comprehend the whele or only a p“t'
of the whole ? Is a general madevp of particalars, or is that eu-
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eral, as respects a class, which does net embrace every one of theclase?

e sa general providenee reach cvery individual at every momes

of time, or doesit not ? Do the Reviewers believe that any pastios :

lar part of this whole is the object of particular care, or a case thab
actually contemplates seme particular
tion? Is that providenee which has net aspecial and partieular aim #

part, and intends its proservs .

providing for that over which a gemeral providenee is continually e¥

ercised ? Let us have recourse to a familiar illustratien.
tish Constitution is a system of general providence to sn
erally the general interests of the whole nation.
of particular providential interferences. Its busincssis not te tal®
care of particular individuals on particular emergencies ; but of th*’
whole mass on general emergencies, namely ; confinually. Thercfor®
under this general system of jurisprudential providence, no particu
individual is or can be contemplated ; and
redress for any particular grievance whatever. It is beneath the dig”
nity of the British Constitution to turn aside from the high r
of its general superintendence of the general affairs of the whole n#
tion, and amuse itself bylistexing in detail to the complaints of partic¥”
lar individuals at particular times, and extending to them its guardia®
care. Or if a hostile army should.land on the shores of England, the
Constitution must exercise no particular act of providence for the pro”
tection of a part of the nation.

“ Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them
is forgotten before God? But even the very hairs of your head are sit
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But it ’ge not a sy!tal“ !

1af
consequently caunnot find .

numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many .

sparrows.” i
ticular provxdence continually

according to some specific plan. But whether we are authorized 0

Tuis certainly has the appearance of evidence for a par, .
watchivg over partieular individual®

say that God will depart from a regular scheme of superintending :

every Particul:n- thing, as any or every man may choose to claim sin” !

gular interpositions, 1s not now the question: but whether that oene”
ral scheme does embrace such interpositions. T

Before we proceed further, however, let us endeavour to ascertain
the abject of God’s particular providence over mankind. It canuot be
for the sake of our interests iu this world. Ile has given us no othef
rules for becoming rich and prosperous than a geueral commuand to hor
nest industry and economy, things well kuown before the Gospel wa
preached ; and which, in all probability, would not have been menti”
oned in it were not religious duly concerned.
world cannot depart without the sure prospectof worldly ruin, thood
partial trespasses continually occur. It is not bLis intention to mak®
us all rich 1n this world, nor any of us good and happy sclely by the
means of riches : and t!!el'efore many times the mest prudent aud vir
tuous means entirely fail, If we lay aside private judgment neglec‘
« times and se:w(')ns,” and lovk te His providence for the snpp’lv of ouf
bodily wants, His providence will leave to us the reward of our ow®
presumption, The same is true of the accidents aud dungers of this
life. 1In both cases, too, an error in judzicent will be attruded with
the same consequences, as to worldly success, as if we had desyiégd »
prudent management. Sich errors cost many avaluable life, wher®
there is not even a shadow of Llame; vhen a differcut coum; might
have “added totheir days fifteen years.” Things of this kind may b?
providelit_iifl warniugs ;—namely : it is provided that they shall servé
as admonitions to “ be ready” for the closing scene of life. PBut we
must have a practical feeling that they are in detail particulay proré:
dences 12 us, or we cannot be warned by them.  An nubeliever mi
¢all them chance or aceident,—or the
Christiar, however, cannot believe that God ¢
they should serve as warnings, and then regard them as the voice ©
(tod. This part he caunot refer to tie course of natare as establish”
ed in the physical and moral world”  He must refor it to the prierré
velation of God’s will respecting Linself ju particular, as well a8 sl
mankind in general ; aud he is Louad to be thankful that he feels ifr
the same as'he is for the Gospel generaily ; aud without clling it »
new revelation. i

But is it any misfortune to a good Christian, whose fajliLle judg”
ment may cause his death, to die at any moment? I8 it bLetter ro Ve
in this world of sorrow than “ te depart and be with Chrisgy” Yot

effects of natura causes. 1b® |
anced to appoiut thab -

From these the whole' .
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the lives of the Apos les were sccured to them for a season by the fisr

ger of (;'0(!, As a special favour to themselves amidst perils of ever)
sort? No; but for the planting of tie cross -where Christ had
been named. But we think that, since the duys of miracle have passe
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away, to prete.nd to mark the movements of the hand of providencer -
unless by a reference as above to the Book of Revelation, in the sm®

particularities of life, is folly iu the extreme, if ot presumption.
heard a person uot loug since assert, that en a certuin occasion G
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