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PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE.

'It is matter of the deepest regret, that those whose talents qualify
them to take the lead in the periodical literature of our country, and
who bring to their tribunal to be censured or praised the books
which are given forth to the world, have not more generally adop-
ted a standard of jndgment, as regards things connected with reli-

gion, less at variance with the word of God. It is no very rare
circuistance to take up an article professedly devoted to Theolo-
rical disquisition, and find its train of argument throughout as if
harnessed to the chariot of defiance, and driving Jehu-like in the very
face of the plainest declarations of Scripture. Setting aside some com-
plimentary expressions, which secm indeed rather as burlesque on the
sacred word, a learned heath.en might mistake some of those profound
nusings for the cogitations of one who had rambled in the groves
of Academsus, or cauglit his inspiration fron the lips of a Stoic or an
Epicureau master. This is a sore evil under the sun; and besides its
present evil consequences, we cannot view it without a feeling of seri-
ous concert for the well being of the rising gemeration. These
periodicals of course fall into the hands of the young and inexperien-
ced, whose intellects are but ill prepared to separate truth fron the
webs of sophistry in which it appears to be purposely entangled ; and
whose hearts are not so soberly .and affectionately knit to the faith of
Christ as to be alive to those insidious attempts at lowering the au-
thority of the maxims of the gospel. The tribu!e of homage that is
paid to those

" Combined usurpers of the throne of taste"

dazzles their eyes hy a show of authority, and se imposes on their un-
derstandings as to make them regard those laboured paes as little les
than oracular. Those wlo are not decidedly imbued nith a feeling Of
protound veneration for the HIoly Scriptures, are almost sure, at leat,
not to ise offended with this spirit of libertisn ; many are pleased and
amused ; ansd soie think tlemsselves fortunate in being furnished with
a stone to throw at l,igotry and prit leraft. Yet those People would
feel themselves sorely aggrieved were any one to question the purit
of their Christiauity, or insinuate that they still nust " becone as a
little child" ere they can be true disciples of the Gospel. Like those
who profess a general, but deny a parlicular providence, they have a
general religion, but none that is particular. They ay even deem
it a vast treasure . but it is ail in a solid mass, and they cannot for
the life of them unpocket au individual penny for any particular
purpose whatever.

The consequence of this disigenieous muethod is, that a standard
of humian reason is set up as the scale and dividors by which to nea-
sure and calculate the philosophical value of every particular in the
Christian's Creed ; and whatever does not square with that is couuted
for so much dross. The avenues to what we shall term tihe Cris-
lian sensibilities thus become hermetrically sealed; and these phi-
losophizers must be actually inducted into a nelwfaiih before they cans
exhibit a sinle shade of tenper and dispositionà ihicih OWes its ori-
gin exclusively to the grace of Christ. It is true that they ma
sess modifications of character resemubling the Chis tanl, 1ut
they are ouly rubbed on the outside fron contact witl Christian
society.

We have been led into the above train 'of reflections b th
of ans Article, No. cf the Edinburgi Review for Januuary 18:30 eu
of the le"ding sentiments of which is, that there is ne such thin ; a

partienlar preridence superintending the world of manllkind It is
learnedly written ; exhibits proofs of extensive reading ; coltaiun a
Mumber of very just observations ; and runs through 57 pages. The
argument chiefly respects the question in a national point of view.Bnt m indivtiduals are concerned in the matter, we shall include them
in the fohiewing remarks.

Do the Reviewers believe in a eeneral superintending. providenre?
They inform us that they do. But if we understand then rightîy
tey think its superintendance is rather the operation of a code cf
general laws, somewhat resembling the laws impressed on the mate-
ial systemn of the universe, and then left so to work their ora course.

But, does that whiclh ia general comprehiend the whole or only a part
of the whole ? Is a general made up of parlicalbrs, or is thst gen-

eral, as respects a class, whioh does not embrace, every one of theciaf?
-4-Dees a gencral providence reach every individual at every mn*iea
of time, or does it not ? Do the Reviewers believe that any patie'
lar part of this whole is the object of particular care, or a oae thaï
actually contemplates sme particular part, ad intends its preserv
tion ? Is that providence which has not aspecial and particular aim s
providing for that over which a general providence is continually e'
ercised ? Let us have recourse to a familiar illustration. The Bru'
tish Constitution is a system of general providence to snperiatend ge0'
erally the general interests of the whole nation. But it is not a syste0
of particular providential interferences. Its business is not to talk
care of particular individuals on particular emergencies ; but of th'
whole mass on general emergencies, namnely ; continually. Therefot
under this general system of .jurisprudential providence, no particular
individual is or can be contemsplated ; and consequently cannuot fiae
redress for any particular grievance whatever. It is beneath the dig•
nity of the British Constitution to turn aside from the iigh roaJ
of its general superintendence of the general affairs of the whole s*-
tion, and amuse itself by listening in detail to the complaints of partice'
lar individuais at particular tines, and extending to thern its guardian
care. Or if a hostile army should land on the shores of England, the
Constitution must exercise no particular act of providence for the pro-
tection of a part of the nation.

" Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of thes'
is forgotten before God? But even the very hairs of your head are sI
numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than matY
sparrow-s." . Tis certamnly has the appearance of evidence for a par-
ticular providence continually watchiog over particular individualsi
according to some specific plan. But viether we are authorized tO
say tiat God will depart froi a regular scheme of superintendingf
every particular thing, as any or every man may choose to claim siu'
gular interpositions, is not n1on the question : but vlether that gene
rai schieme does embrace such interpositions.

Before we proceed fur ther, however, let us en(deavour to ascertall
the nbject of God's particular providence over miankind. It cannusot be
for the sake of our iliterests il this world. le lias given us no othef
rules for becoming rich and prosperous than a general comuss.uud tu ho
nest industry and economy, thmlgs well known before the Gospel ws
preacied ; and which, in all probabilitv,wouild not have been nienti'
oned in it were unot religious duty conceried. From these t.he whole'
world cannet depart without tihe s'ure prospect of woridIy ruin, tioogh
partial trespasses continially eccur. It is not lis intention te make
us ail rich un this world, nsor ay of us good andhappy solely by the
means of riches: and therefore msany timses the inst prudent aum vir-
tuous means entirely fail. If we lay aside private judgmsent, nseglect
" tines and seassons,' and look te lis providence for the sipplv of ou5'
bodily wants, His providence wdli leave te uis the reward of our oiW5
presuiption, Tue samte is true of the accideents aud dangers of thit'
life. lin both cases, too, an error in jud'ani will be atended with
the sanse consequeices, as to worfdly .eces.< as if we huad despised *
prudent management. Sutch errors cost many a vah:able life, wuhere*
there is nlot even a shadow of blame; s he a diperiuult Cour.se might

have " added to the-ir days fifteen years." Things of this kind nay be
p.ov)idenitial waruags ;-nanely : il is prorided that they shall seWo
as admoisutions to " Le reasdy" for the closing scelle of life. But îv
unust have a practical fechng tihat tisey are in detail particular prori'
dences i? us, or we cannot be warssed b)Y the.us Ani unbseliever müht
call then chance or accident,-or the effect of natura causes. 'fbe
(hrislar, however, cannot believe thsat God ihn(ced te appoint tha
thley should serve as warnigs, and thenrard tihem as the voice of
Glod. This part ie catunot refer to thi course of nature as "establiish
ed l sthe physu-al aud morai word." lie nust refe it to the p.rierre
velatoen of Goed's will respecting hisel in particular, as well assmanukind in genesal; anud e is 60lud to lie thankful thuat ie feels i
the same as ho is for the Gospel gener'ally; anid withuut eauiiusg it'
nec revelation.C

But is it any misfortune to a good Christian, whose failibie ju4'
mlent nmay cause his death, to die at aay nmoient ? Is it better to be
in this wnorld of sorrow thanI "te depart and be with Chtris" Yet
the lives of the Apos les iere secured to them for a seasonà by the fill
ger of G(od. As a special favour to tlenselves amsidst perils of every
sort? No; but for the planting ot thse cross wh'lere Christ hat ,
been namsed. But we think thsat, sisnce the days of miracle have pass
away, to pretend to mark the novements of lthe hund of providence
unless by a reference as above te the Book of RZevelation, i1 the i,

particularities of life, is fülly in the QXtreme, if mot presuuption.
heard a person not long since assrt, that e a certain occason G.


