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ST JOHN. N. B.. FEBRUAY. 1898 WIIAT IS OUR 6'REA TES2' NELED?

The C7hristian Erangelist celle upon a number of
EDITORI".~. our prominent brethren te give what they considor

THE NFw YAIR. are the subjects whiclt requiro special erophasis
fromn our press and pulpita tho coming year. Soveral

Aprcomised m iast en iiutav we proceed ts have already given thoir judgnent. One subject
nutic additinal reasons Ao have to praiso Gud in has been given by nearly ahl who have yet apoken,
butnungthis year. And n e w l first consider that we will reproduce for the sake of our readerstlh obstacles n eet 'n or w0rk and hsow a merci that they may know what importance our bastaul Fathr carres useth o oe Thes obstacles minds place upon the subject.
are many, bat the mention of one will for thu present Chas. Louis Loos says, " Tho great interest ofsuflice. It is th emigratin of our churchs man the church is in its strorg catholic followship andbers. This in nany places m» these provinces s su co-oporation and its edification in intelligence,constant and se sweeping that it would a'lonst piety, numbers and life." Hereisabrotheroflon'
appear as if the whole working force of the churh exporienco and ino mind telling us that co-oper-would leave our shores. Who can tell how mucli ation, edification, piety and life is needed andthis je calculated te cripple and paralyzo the bodyl should bo omphasized the coming year. Bro. W.And yct in the face of it aIl thu cause ainually in- \. Hpkins gives as na needed subject that shuld
croases in.strength and efficiency. This je sen inbe emphaized, " a converted church membrship"

the groatly increased number and improvements of bl3ro H. W. Ev taye, eh'zeh eed el
church hotses. The old ones are replacd by now the uity f overest says, r cmphasize the ledst .
and better buildings, and new ones are springing W. ay ar Cr says "r mpa s i se d d
up whero thora were none before. These are built Bro. teg. Bayard Craig aye, bremphaais je needod
by the voluntary contributions of Disciples who on the grat truth cf huma» rttherhced as tught
manifest a commendable determination te have b Christ." Bro. N. S. Haynes laye stress u pc

thon, as oton as possible, frea from debt. the stbject cf I hclping te meke church momber-
It je gratifying to observe how theso bouses are ship equal te Christian lifo and c aracter." W. F.

being built. While the builders gratefully receive Richardson emphasizes " a more thorough conse
the voluntary offerings of those who are without, cration of Christ's people te their boly mission, and
they vither dunr them for money nor get up te ' their more perfect unity in worship and work.",
theyeth unoro::aor n tortic teowd S. M. Jefferson gives both " private and public
and get their money. Many wonder how a peepîe living and life-giving, practical applied christian.
se fow and small can build churches without re- ity is lte need of the individual and of society. It
course te these popular amusements, and ove» this je the only life worth living or saving and the only
peculiarity je not without its influence on others. life that will or should b eternal." B. C. Dewoese
Vhat abundant reason have we te praise him who sayo, " practical godliness throughout our churches

je able te make ail grace abound towvards those who should b the chief concern of our preachers and
put their trust in him and will allow no obstacle to editors." Bio. E. J. Gantz considers that one of
stop their work for him. the most important questions fer consideration is

Homo and Foreign Missions, especially the latter, how can our churches be saved to us and be du-
are engaging the attention and sympathy of our veloped. We need to guard carefully our forces at
brethren as neyer before, and we feel assured that hone. Our forces are only partially under the
as they learn more of the real need the heathen control of the Gospel. Wo have many feeble
have of the gospel and the anxiety of many of themx congregations, many seldom meet, many are stolid.
te hear it, they wili rejoice in the privilege of help. ly indifferent te the demanda of the gospel. We
ing te send the gospel te every creature. W0 never must find some way to help these churches to re.
would have gone te seek the gospel and would have move thoir difficulties and bring them within the
died in our sins without it but the friands of Jesus purpose of the gospel." C

carried it to us, and how cheering te see Hie friends We find in the aboya quotations strong emphasis
nnw carryiug the gospel to those, who, like us, will placed on the need of organized, systematio, c- a
nover go after it thezaselves. May we ail increase operative, united labor of the churches. That this t
in the knowledge and love of Jesus and in rightly je the greatest need of the cause of Christ in our c
directed efforts te draw aIl men to him. The news provinces muet he apparent to ail who are tacquaint- P
fron different foreign fields is most encouraging. ed with the condition of the churchos. An organ-
One thing for which we ahould fool very thankful ized body of one hundred mombers more or leas,
is this: many of the friendly heathen want only with only a portion of them, and in many cases a g
One Book and One Church. They cannot see the very amall portion, co.operating in the work of c
need for, nor the propriety of having different the body, can never build up the cause of Christ.
creeds and different churches. This seems to b a It may possibly keep the body alive, like a man a
special opening for the Disciples of Christ. They vith one aide of him paralyzed; ho may live many t
have only One Book te offer theom-the Bible; only years, or what we cal living, but ha can b but very C
One Church-the Church of Christ, as well as One little use to himself or ta any one aise, in a physical t
Sariour, the Lord Jesus Jhriat, and what au induce. point of view. What manner of good je a church
ment te go and possess the landi to the world that is itnply keeping itself alive? But bTher is ne people to whom the lest Commission this is about all that cean be done when only a part t

f Jetits it dalr r than te the Disciples. Jeaus of its mambers are workxng together for its growth tsent it to aIl me». They wish al. moun te believe and prosperty. An evangeliet may roma aad t]and obey it just as Jesus commanded, and the an
declare that ail men who believe and do as Jeans preach the first principles of the gospel, and par.
told them wil! enjoy the blessed promise he made haps add te the church a member, who will soon o
ii the commission. Who thon should be se ready lapse into the saine do-nothing condition as " like b
ai the>s te go itto ail the world p will always boget like." The report of the souls fiTho succese atteuding tho gospel cf Christ i» tha addcd te tho Lord souîtds weil, but roaily areasucbUnited Stes je most choering. Thousands are ar
beirg added te the phurchos overy month. Many douls saved unless they are workers in the kingdom ,talented and pious young men are entering the cf the Lord1 Net. uniless it. je true when " once E
field and yat the demand for preachets i much savad alway savod." The preacher who bas bidgreater than the supply. save ay savdi. e prea che s had

Wo confidontly hope and pray that the time iexperience m holdmg meetigs j» churobos that e
net very distant when very many shall ho added to are simply keping alive, knows how exceedingly o
the churc')es j» the Provitces. Let tho Lord be difficult it je to rer.ch the hearts of the unconverted tl
praiscd, lor hie marcy onduroth forover. and induce thom te come into the church of Christ. b

And what is etill harder is te get them into a lino
of work after they havIi been in a lifoless church
any length of time. Wo are perfectly safe in say.
ing that this kind of work je not the great need of
our cause just now. We admit that the salvation
of souls je the great design of the church. But how
is this t hob successfully acomplished? Only
through a well organized active church. When the
church je alive atid et work building itself up in the
giace of God and in the knowledge of the truth,
thon wo arc as auro to seo soule added to its num.
bur as wo are to sec the growth of our physical
body whei ite me.nbore are fulfilling their functions.
The soul je not saved that je aimply added te the
church. Hits cil into the service of God je one
thing and hie call to tho row.:d of a faithfil ser-
vice is anothor. Hie abundant intercourso into
the everlasting kingdom deponde upon hie diligence
in making his calling sure. The greatest neod of
our churches, thoreforo, is the need of organizod,
systematiu work, ail its member at work and ail
together. To undortake the increase of members
before this work je accomplishod ie one hand work.
Ing against the other. It is often tho caso that when
the least good in suppoeed to ho done, the very best
work ie being establishod. We have in our mind
a church whoro the mombors are coming into lino
and putting on the armour of work, and could that
work bo kept moving on in like manner, the timle
would coma when thero would be an ingathoring,
and after gathored into the church they would bo
workers, "as lika begets like.» I heartily wish we
could have a consensus of ideas on this subject.
Speak out brethren, spoaking may reliave you.
Lot us have your mmd upon the subject of our
greatest neud in our provinces. We neod not to
bo told that we noed to do a greater work, as we
know that already, but how can wo do it i What
is most needed to bring about the degreo of pros.
perity that will be commensurate to our abilities
and opportunities. Are wa coming to another
anntal meeting without any imprevoment in our
advancement ? H. MURRAY.

THE BROTHERIIOOD OF CHRISTIAN
UNITY.

B. B. TYLER.

I was much interested and pleased as I read the
ditorial article in the January number of TiE

CH1RISTIAN. The writer says that hae i" Agreo.
ably surprised to find the leaders of religious
bought of to-day falling into lino with the Dis.
iples on apostolic teaching and practice." Any
erson who underatands the trend of thought et
ha present time and among the best thinkors and
riters in the Protestant denominations and je net
ratified with the change for the botter which is
learly manifest, je net a very thorough Disciple.

But my purpose at the present time is to cail
ttention to a movement in behalf of union among
he people of God knaw, as " The Brotherhood of
hristian Unity." The following is the pledge of

ho brotherhood:
" [ hereby agree te accept the creed promulgated

y the Founder of Ohristianty-lovo to God and
ove te men-as the rule cf my life. I aise aRreeo recognize ai fellewbChristians and members of
ho Brotherhood of Christian Unity ail who accept
hie creed and Jesas Christ ai their leader.
I join this brotherhood with the hope that suh a

oluntary association and fellowBhip with Obristians
f every faith will deepen my spiritual life and
ring me into more helpful relations with my
ellow men.
Promising to accept Jesus Christ as my leader
caens thet I intend to atudy His charactor witlh
desiro ta b imbued with his Spirit, o ituitat
is exampla and te be guided by Hie precepts."
Somatimes this movement in behalf of union is

poken of as, " The Laymen's Movemont." There
ught te b no such distinctions, howevor, among
te disciples of our Lord as clergymen and laymoen;
ut suoh distinctions exist, and are continually


