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4 BRITISH COLUMBIA COMMERCIAL JOURNAL.

TRADE AND COMMERCE.

COMMEROIAL JOURNAL OFFIOR,
Tuesdav Morning, March 20,

VICTORIA.

The business situation shows no im.
provement. The weathor has been very
disagreeable for some time and has had a
depressing effect on the retail trade. Col-
lections ave alsoslow. A feature of trade
for some time has been a lessening in the
dewmand for luxuries and a steady call for
staples, but on conservative lines. Every
dollar in the consumers' hands is made to
g0 as {ar as possible. It is the long credit
system with the attending losses that hae
been the main cause of failures in this
province.

The Vauncouver News-ddvertiser says:
“Though business is still sorewhat dull,
s slight improvemient is noticable in most
lines. Collections are, however, still very
unsatistactory, end loud complaints are
heard on this score. Two of the largest
local manufacturing industries have
started operations again during the week,
thus affording employment to quite a
number of men. Two lumber vessels are
now fu pore, while two more are expected
in about a fortnight, so that a slight im.
provement in che Jumber trade muy be
recorded. Preparations for the coming
canning season will shortly be started,
though the prospects are not very bright,
as a large amount of last year's stock is
still unsold. Two of the Northern can-
neries hava alss been shut dowp, and
will probably not be worked this season.
On the other hand. however, it is satis-
factory to note that a new cannery will
be built on the Fraser, the eapital having
been successfully raised in the Easi.
Business in shipping circles has been
brigk during the past week, the ss. Em-
press of India and ss. Warrimoo, both
having arrived, besides a lumber ship.
The Warrimoo sailed on the return trip
last week, taking a large cargo, and it is
satisfactory to note that the freight was
of a much superior class, as besides lum-
ber, there was a quantity of machinery
and general merchandise, In wholesale,
trade has shown a slight improvement
during the past week. Prices for the
most part are unchanged.”

FLOUR AND FEED.

The event of the week was the ad vance
of 20c in Manitoba Bungarian fiour. Job-
bers’ prices are up in sympathy. Quota.
tions for Enderby flour are unchanged.

The Portland Commercial Review says
“The flour market at present time is very
dull, in fact there isless flour consumed
here than for the past two years. Prices
are 80 low in Europe that there i{s nothing
doing on foreign shipments, The China
trade bas not yet commenced. The
steamer Signal nnw in port will take out
from four to fiv. ¢housand barrels om its
rveturn trip. Shipments to British Co-
lumbia and San Francisco are very light.
Quote Portland, Salem and Cascadia
$2.55 per barrel and other brands from 5
to 10 cents per barrel less,”

The Ogilvie Milling Co. quote their cele-
brated brands ot Manitoba flours in car
lots, on whart in Victoria, as follows :
Ogilvie's Hungarian..

‘  Stroug Bakers...... erecesnanronees § 00

The Columbia Flouring Mills quote
Enderby flour in carload lots on whart
in Victoria :

Promior....co civiiiii ittt i s 23 90
D . & O .31
Strong Bakersor XX.ooo. vevns tiiiiieiins 330
Superflad..co.ovviieis beiieie s e e 305
Bran, porton....  cioieeiieiiiiiiiiiiean 16 50
2] (04 o 7 T N 17 50

The Victoria Roller Mills quote Victoria
flour in 10-bbl, lots at the mills as follows :

b 03] 13 P N $4 00
Victoria XXX...oooovenn vereieians eeineas 400
Jobbers’ quotations to the trade are:
Delta, Victoris mills......c.0....$425@ 000
Lion, “ Y reeieiieean, 425@ 000
D, O\ O, SN . 425@ 000
Promfer, Endorby millg........... 425@ 000
XXX., “ ® eeeeen wees 410@ 000
XX., “ * reeeiieiees 365@ 000
Suporflne, * " e tiiiiie 340@ 000
Ogillvie's Hungariah..coccovaeere.. 460 @ 000
¢ Strong Bakers....c.ceeeeee 445 @ 000
H. B. C. Fort Garry Hungarian.. 430 @ 000
. “ Strong Bakers 445 @ 000
Qak Lako Patent Hungarian...... 160@ 000
¢ 8trong Bakers.......... 445@ 000
Regina Hungarian.......... 160@ 000
¢ Strong Bakers............ . 145@ 000
Benton County, Oregna........... 38 @ 000
Portland Roller . 38@ 000
Snowflake............ . 37@ 000
Whoat, POr tON.c.eer cveenicccscnes 26 00 @ 30 00
08t8..criirssrscsesrersscacanseenies 30 00 @ 32 50
Oil cako meAl.....c.covacerivraecnas 35 00 @ 40 00
Chopfeed....cotienrivocescacinaees 2500 @ 30 00
ShOrtS.ceeieecienecironnnensanens 2200 @ 28 00
Bran....i.ceecencescanescccnnnaceses 20 00 @ 25 00
National Mills oatmeal............ 350@ 000
. ‘  rolled oats......... 300@ 000
*  split peas........ 350@ 000
" *  pearl barley....... 450@ 000
¢ * Chop feed....... . 2300 @25 ¢0
California oatmeal................ 375@ 000
California rolled oats............ . 37@ 000
Corn, wholo................ per ton 37 50 @ 40 00
Corameal ...... sesceransscesiceniee 275 @ 300
Cornmeal-feed...... RO per ton 40 00 @ 00 00
Cracked cOrR...ccec.veene cesecsone 40 00 @ 00 00
Hay, DOr ton,cecciencrnncnacicinnes. 1800 @ 20 00
Straw, per balo..ceeceres eonsenacane 100@ 000

RICE.

The Victoria Rice Mills quote whole.
ale:

Japanrice, perton.............. $ 7500 @ 8000

Best Chinarico * . 80 00 @100 00

Chinarice No.1 * cesens 63 00 @ 70 00
Rice flour # eeecsnecens 70 00
Broken rice Y eeeeeecennen .. 30 00
Rice Meal * ieereescencans 17 50

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES,

Quotations are in the main unchanged.
Some potatoes are offered at $20, but the
best quality command $25 per ton. Ailice
& Ault will receive a carload of Rosebud
brand of Redland district fruit earlyin
the week, This is the second carload
of California oranges and lemouns that this
house have arranged for already this
8€aS0D.

The Riverside Fruit Exchange writes :
*‘Some of the groves situated in the lower
portion of the valley have been seriously
injured by frost, while many are uearly
free from any damage and are scarcely
affected. From this date only first grade
Riverside oranges will be packed under
our Exchange brand, all others will be
eliminated. YWe are willing to guarantee
the oranges to give satisfaction. On and
after the firat of March, Riverside 250
size seedling oranges will be classed as
regular. Owing to the fact that Florida
oranges are nearly all large sizes our

smaller sizes are in more demand than

the large, Any person or firm purchasing
acarof oranges or lemons accepts such
f. 0. b. Riverside and pays spot cask, The
Exchange cannot accept any orders for
specific sizes, but will sndeavor at all
times to give as many as possible of most
desirable sizes in each car,”

‘The annual sales ot Mediterranean fruit
at Montreal, which take placeshortlyafter
the opening of navigation, will this jear
be larger than ever. Six fruft steamers
will arrive there, and one steamer with
wines and brandies. Reports from the
fruit districts state that there is a large
crop of oranges and lemons. Consign-
ments of Fijian fruit were received at Van.
couver by the Warrimoo. The market was
entirely bare of tropical fruit, and the
shipment arriving in good condition found
a ready sale, The oranges arrived green,
and are consequently unsalable at present.
The bananas brought $2.50 per bunch,
pines $3 per doz., limes $4 per case and
peanuts 10 cents per 1b,

Jobbers’ quotations for fruits are as fol.
lows :—
Oranges—California navels.... .. 250@ 275
. scedlings.... 185 @ 200
Japanese .............. 6@ 65
Lemons—Californta............... 300@ 35
Bananas—New QOrleans...... s 300@ 000
Apples,..oieiniiniann. e ees bxs12@ 150
Cocoanuts.....c.couuvennesns por 100800 @ 9 00
Vegetables are quoted :
Potatoes..ooe voeries vinnes por ton 20 U0 @ 25 00
Onions—Silverskins... ..... perlb 3@ 4}

GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS.

Jobbers' quotations for California butter
are a little weaker than last week, Fair
consignments were received per steamship
Warrimoo of Australian canned meats- -
principally sheeps’ tongues—also tropical
canned fruits (pineapples and guavas). The
sheeps’ tongues in 11b, tins aresaid by the
trade to be well suited for this market, for
they can be sold for less than the American
canned lunch tongues cost. The jobbers'
quotation for American lunch tongues is
$3.60 per doz., while their price for Aus-
tralian sheeps’ tongues (1's) will be about
$2.85 per doz. A fair consignment of
Queensland arrowraot, in 1 1lb, packages,
was also received. This will be’put oa the
market at much the same price as pre-
pared corn starch, The recognized ex-
cellence of arrowroot at one-third theprice
it was formerly sold at will, in all proba.
bility, in a short time altogether replace
corn starch on this market. . A small
quantity of Australian golden syrup was
received by some of the retail trade, and
some large orders have been placed by
wholesalers. The cost is about the same
as the eastern article, and the quality is
firat-class. A consignment of 20,000 1bs, of
Australian creamery butter is expected on
the steamship Arawa., Tt will be landed
for about 20c per th. The quality is said
to be equal to filne eastern creamery.

Jobbers quote :

Valencia raisins....... -..perlb® 7 @$ 0
Malaga raisins..........,perbox 300 @ 825
Currants (barrels).... ... per 1b 5 @ 5%
. half bbls........perlb 5§ @ 8
. {cases)e..oovnnn. perlb 5@ 7%
Sultana raisins...... .... perlb 8 @ 10
Taragona almonds. perlb M @ 18
Grenoble walnuts....... perlb U @ 18
Fllberts..ovveevnrnnnnnn.ns perlb 4@ 1

- Dairy produce is quoted :




