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A most ndiatrable bovkone well worth a
carcful readliug, ls “Tho Lxpansion of e-
Hglon,” by RMeov. 1. Winerester Douuld of
Bostont, Wo cordiully recommend 1t ty the
more  thogghtinl patrotts of our ety 1.-
brtey. Mr. Douald I3 manlfesly o s Loy
ntud o thinker, but hke canny others swhe
might be go descrlbed, h3 sesms to he galte
In the dark when it comes to a treatment
of tho labor questloun. Ile concelves that
question to be a threefold compluiut tudgel
by labor agalnst civilization, viz, 1, thut
wages are too low; 2, thut the hours of
work are too long, ang, 3, thatl the product
I3 not cquitnbly dlstributed, We stve uot
S0 much concerned just now with als txen.
ment of tho fimst two cliarges, though as
to the first, we may rewark In pussing,
thay e thtnhs that the real question s,
“how much can the fund out of which all
wages are pald, devote to the compensativs
of labor without exhausting itself, without
falllug to receive the increase necessary to
preserve 1t as n fund Nom which wages
can be pald ?2°* This candid confession of
bis faith in the exploded wage fund the-
ory prepares us for somc eccentricltles ot
thoughit, when he comes to the  thir,
branch of the subject—the matter of iu-
cquiatbhe distribution.  shis I o teald t.
the heart of the labor question. 1o solve
the ditficulty Alr. Donald thinks ft “‘ought
first to be ascertained how wmuch of all that
13 produced by the ounly tlhrce prowucers
known to polltical economy—land, capitat
and labor—is dircctly due to labor.”

This we regard as a lopneful stact. 1t is
a reasonable proposition. But what delights
and surprises ug so much Is to find the
eV gentiemidl appareitly cear as to there
belng but “three producers known to polt-
tical economy—land, capital and labor.* it
18, of course, hardly accurate to call land
a “produccr;” we prefer Jr. Georges
phrase—*the passive factor in production.’
tiut that Iz another slpe Mr. Domald o -
dently holds the bellet that labor and capl-
tal, the two actlve human factors, having
access to land, the passive factor, produce
all the wealth ot which political ecouomy
takes cognlzance. This 1s eatlirely orthodox,
and we feel disposed to cheer the advent
of another writer who can flnd no place
for laudlordism amongst the forces of pro-
ductlon, cither actlve or passive. And our
delight in this new recruit to the cause or
sound political economy {ncreases a3 we go
on to read: *Suppose we lmagine the total
production of the United States to be heap-
«d up on one of our western praities in the
sluipe of contnodities, It would be a vast
and cowplex pile. Every article known
to the arts and sclences would be there.
reod, clothing, drugs, mplements, wachin.
ery, furnlture, books, plctures, architects
drawings. To produce them there had to
be land, capital and labor. Each of these
three Is unproductive withont the other in
an industrial sense. Each Is clamoring for
the largest share of this heap of commodi-
ties.” Let us stop Just here for a moment.
It s a striklog {llustestion. aund " clears
the way, onc would think, for a satisfac
tory solution of the question at Issuc—that
of 2 just distribotion. Countemplating that
lLiecap of commedities, Mr. Henry George
may be supposed to address our author.
Heaaya: “Dear Mr.Donald, the thtng <eeins
to me simple cnough. The three human
pacties who havo just clahws to shares are,
1, labor; 2, capital; 3, tue community, re-
presenting the factor you call land. Now
the first thing to be done Is to deduct from
this pile of goods a quantity cqual in value
to tho annual rental vrlue of the land upon
which they swere prodoced, that §s to say,
a falr ground rent, after sllowlng for all
Improvements In  the way of bulldings,
dialnage, ctc. We thus srzive at the value
which tho land hag obtalneC by reason of
the presence  of the esnmindi'v.or I other
words, the value the community as such
has created. This, of course, justly be-
gy to the ereator. Haviugthen, pald oft
the community, or the land factor, we have
Jabor and capltal left to Qeal with, and
batwceen them s to be apportioned 2l that
remaing of the heap of goods. If tho set-
tlement Is to bo made between them In

torms of wages, how much of the heap
ghaill labor bavo us wages ? \ell, say the
heap represents the production of a year—
305 days lot us call it. Labor 18 supposed
to have been working for capital. Hlis pay
ghall therefore bo little more than e could
have made had ho cliosen to employ hime
ket un tree tecess 1o the nd would have
enabled Ll to do, for no man will work
for another for the snmeo or less than he
could make working for himself, Havieg
then arrived at a declglon as to the pos.
sible dajly production of laber, we multl-
ply it by 865, and thus have his yenrly
production. o flnd thut thly amount is
just cquivalent to all that I3 left of the
peap. pabords allttnee with Jand, has
short produced the entire amount of goods,
and since land's ghure haw already been
handed over to the community, all that
vemalus belougs to Inbor. Jut where, then,
does capltal come In ? What Is cupltal ?
Labor's ally and asslstant. Labor 18 the
nittural power of man 1o xow seed anul
gather In the barvest, For example, capl-
tal 13 the artiticial asslstance rendered by
the seced driil and the reaping machine.
Capltal Is, in fact, but another sort of
labor, and 18 Justiy catiticd to suhute tie
extrn productlon it makes possible. Lavor
and capital are Bot worker and bosy, mtcn
less natura) cnvimnles, they are parctuers,
wuererore WHat 18 fert ot tiie neap may oe
rquitahiy divided onoelther of two ways: 1,
fn the cquivalent to labor of fair wages
for J4ud duys WOrk, or i tite payment w0
capital of an ¢quiviient or 1ai iterest on
the loan of BLis assistng macniuery.”

Wl aoes ME. Donud sy 1o this: Belng
a reasonable and honest man we are in-
cllsed to think lie would accept it as a just
setticlent, But I the absence of  Alr,
George, he bas floundered, we regret to
say. Listen to hiwm:

“Round this supposed heap of cotuthodl-
ties are gathered the producers of 1L, cacn
strentious to tnaintaln his clalin to  the
biggest share, each resting his claim on
tits  bLiggest coutribution in s production.
e e . bor, it s aesoluterd  exsentinl thag
cach of three Droducing forces suall be
eotnbrea in B eldefeney as a pro oecr,
The Integrity of cach of our three pro.
ducers is cconomically Imperative.”

210 ! turece ProuuCcers—innd, Litor ang -
pltal. Now, It becowes clear that vur au-
Por e tar gnah ta of laed as o s
factor, but as a human force entttica to
demand Its sbare along whl labor and
capltal,

In short, he mcans landlordism, and it
ts necdless to fay that any scholar, what.
cve~ his good Intentions, whatever his
plety, who cndorses landiordism, who ae.
fends the justice and righteousness of the
specuiative onwaership ot the earh by -
dividuals, will flounder in vain to tind a
solution of the labor question. With this
freebooting clement omitted from the re.
spectable soclety  of producers, with the
shure wiifeh ponv goes Da the jachet  of
landlordisin pald over to the state=in Nen
of all taxeg now levied, the distrivution ot
the product cquitably between labor and
capital Is a matter caslly within reach of
practical politics, if It Is not, Indeed, a
wing wihicn would settie itseir vy natura
lavww. 1.

PERSONALTY TAXATION.

The Municipal Committee of the
Single Tax Club at the last meet-
ing presented a report of the reeent
proceedings of the Revislon Court, in
which particular attention was called
to the great number of protests of
citizens against the imposition of taxcs
un personalty. The committee  ex-
pressed the opinfon that this feature
of our tax 8ystem was In overy re-
spect obnoXious. In the attempt o
reach the owners of persenalty much
fraud and perjury resuited, and the
cffect was to bring the law Inte con-
tempt, besides burdening trade quite
unnecessarily, and the tax could rea-
sonably be abolished. Instances were
cited of basiness men forced to leave
the city owing to the high tax levied,
The committee thought the clty should
endeavor to relicve some of the burd-
vns placed on the productive factors,
lubor and capital, instead of attempt-
ing to tax everything in sight.
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NBW SOUTH WALLES,

A declalve voto was taken I the New
Son‘lh Wales Parlizment on October 18,
hEIAN

It hd beconts dally nore evident that
fudical acetlon on the land questlon In New
South Wales could pot bu much Jounger
delayed, and  with the deslgn of testing
thoe feellng of the House, o supporter of
the Governmen (Mr, C. Hopmuw) intry
duced w resolution decluring for n progrs-
sive tax holdlngs over L1L,00 tn value.
This wans opposed by Mr. Cotton (S8lugle
Taxer), who suoved the followlng mnend-
went, “Chat fn the opinlon of thiy JHouse a
systemt of ralslng revenue by direet taza-
tion of land values, frrespective of hmprove-
ments, would greatly promote the welface
of this country."”

‘he Premier, SIr George Dibby, voted
for ¢(ho amendment, and atated that the
Government intended to press the Local
Goverment BHL, which autborlzes thaunle
cipalities to rakxe thelr revenues by a tax
ot lund values wlithout reference to the
fmprovements on land,

1 divislon, Mr, Cotton's amendmehit was
adopted in pluce of the orlginal resolution
by @ vote of 40 to 13.  DBoth the leader of
}hc ‘Govcrnmcnt aud the Opposition voted
or it.

Progress doces not stop here, for we hear
that the new  tax law, paszed by both
Houses of the Leglslature without divislon,
Decanber 6th, 185, Ik the nearest ap-
proach yet made to the Sjugle Tax., The
taaation of Improvemetits on land antud of
wrssnal  property s entleely  discarded,
atd values being taxed at the rate of a
penuy In the pound.  Land to the yalne
of £240 I3 exempt from taxation, ‘I'he bill
provides for a stiff Ihcome tax on all In-
comes exceeding £425 per year. Where land
I mortgnged the owner is permitted to
deduet from his tax b the amount of
Interest _pald aunually on hix mortgage.
‘I'lic holder of the mortgage s caught by
the income tax, Custom dutles are greatly
seduced and proviston made on the Quecns-
Iakd plan for a coutinuous reduction until
1901, when the tarif wlil be practically
abollxhed,  The country s fn a terrible
cohdition financlally. and thousands of s
people have been on the verge of starva-
tlon for mouths past. lerole ncasures
beeate necessary, and the example of New
Zealand was not lost oh the statesmen of
New South Wales,

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION IN
TASMANIA,

Flhie Leemore (Cal) Radieal for October
13, says:
in dasmania, one of the Australian colos
miey, proportivnal representation  on  the
preferentinl plaw, has been enacted Into
law, to apply at the next clection of mewm-
bers of Iarlfawent clected from the two
principal cltles of Tasmania. Six members
are clected Lroin oue city and four from an-
other. This far off and hitherto very cone
servative Englishi colony has taken a step
fn advance of the eatire world. South Aus~
tralia 18 Mkely to follow next, and In New
Zealand it Is to be a leading questlon n
the coming cawmpalgn. The actlon of Tas
wanla was entirely unexpected.
California I3 now Dbehilnd. The example
of the San Francisco Mechanles™ Institute,
and seven otlier organtzed bodles there, har
demonstrated that the system I8 practical.
‘To the carnest cfforts of a few real reform-
ers thiere is the work In Tasmania fudhiect-
Iy In part due. Miss*Catharine H. Spence
of South .\ustrallu has labored for years to
se¢ the day now dawning—the day of real
representative government,
Alfred Crldge, father of the cditor of The
Radical, who ha- labored lheart and sout
for 20 years for proportional representits
tion, In the evenlug of a long and usefrl
life, sces the result of hiz work extending
throughout the Englishespeaking tworld.
Soon the Australlan system of represcenta-
tion wil be as vigorously pushed in the
ll::ltod States 4s was the Australlan bal-
0
Greetlng to our brothers beneath the
Southern Cross. In the words of Lowell:
"IFor mankind are one !n spirlt, and an in-
stinct bears along

Round tho carth's clectric circle, the sswift
flash of right or wrong;

Whether consclous or unconscious,
manity’s vast frame,

Through Its occan-sundered fibres,
the gush of joy or shame,

In the gain or loss of one race all the rest

yet hu-

fecls

WILD BEASTS IN INDIA.

From an Tndian official report it is
learned that in the year 1893, 2803 por-
sons lost their lives through tigers,
panthors, boars., clepbants and other
wild beasts; 21,538 died from sorpont
bites, t hree-fourths of which were caus-
cd by cobras. Quite 97,000 domestic
animals were killed by tigers, panthers
and sorpents.



