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TO CORRESPONMDENTS.
ud articlon Intonde Liox the uac b uo
m‘ffu'n'@rﬂ; tn thie tunds Of the Fiiitor not lutor
than Tussduy noxmug.
Yihewrnmnpications amt bagecompanied he the
we tor’s nanie, otherwics they witl got b fnacrted
Artiolesr { acreptad will be antuaned, if, ut the
Cma they oo v 1w Peguomt by wdo to it offeet
1 rd sueient postugs ntnm‘m wreencloswl. Mans
ancripts not 83 geconpanied will not be proserved
sl stibsoquert yequeats for thetr xebiim eaunoct
bo somphied Witk

OUR GENERAL AGENT.

HRr. OnARLEs Nrcol, General Agert for the
FRYINYTERIAYN, I8 now in WestornOntario puehing
tuo tuterosts of this jowad. Wa comiavad Ll
to the bast offfcen of ministers und psepla. Any
#salntancee ronderad bim in his work will bo taken
by us ag 8 personsl kindnoss,

Beitisl Awericny Feeshyteriay,
FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 1877.

Special to Subscribers.

Any Bubscriber seuding us duriag the
month of January, the name of a Now Sub-
goriber, with the remittance. $3.00 for tho
year, (his own subseription not being in ar-
rear!) will recoive a copy of the * Presbytorian
Yoar Book” for 1877, * Seeadvertisement of
samo on soventh page of this paper.” The
new eubsoriber will likewise besent a copy of
the** Proshyterian Year Book.’ Wearemaking
this offer with a view to increasing our list
of prepaying Subsoribers. and trust to hear
from maty in all parts of the country,

‘A New volume of Sermoas, entitled
¢ Warning and Welooms," by Dr. Qeohrane,
Brantford, is announoed.

A TSR

Tag resposted Qonvener of our Home
Mission Qomuittes is advertising for Mis-
pionaries for Manitoba., We have reason
to think that tho ¢all ig urgent ; and trust
that suitable mon will offer for thig impor-
tant field of labour at once.

B e e ————————

Toe Guolph Mercury is kind enough to
say, in noticing the Prospeotus of the
Britise AMERICAN PressyrerIaN for 1877,
¢ We aro glad to noto the growing pros-
perity of tlus journal, and we congratulate
Mr. Robinson, ita proprietor, on tho cheer-
ing prospects for the fature. We trust that
during the yoar there will be a large in-
oreage in the cirenlation of the Prespy-
TERIAN.” Thankse, friend Innes, we heari-
reoiprocate your goud wishes.

‘WE had a visit yesterday from the
Rev. A. Dowsley, formerly of Lansdowne,
Mr., Dowsley has accepled an appoint.
ment from the Chorek of Seotland {o go
as Missionary fo Southern India ; and he
will (D.V.) sail from New York on the
20th inst. en route for Calouita. We sin-
ceraly frnst that both himself and his
partner in lifs, who accompanies him, msy
be brought in safely to their far-off desti.
nation.

Tax London Advertiser of a recent date
oontained the following seusible observa.
tions on an imporiant subjeot :—* There
are those who undervalue the importatce
of the yearly-recurring School Trustes
eloctions. It is of the ntmost importance
that intelligent, cupable men bo alone ge-
Jocted to manage the educationsal interests
whoether of city or town, village or town-
ship. We havo heard of cases in which
political considerations have resulted in
the election of persons who were good
enough politicians but poor trustees. We
are sure that nothing can moro delight the
enemies of the Public Schools than to reo
their usefulnees impaired by senseloss
political wranglors., If there is any do-
xain frem which mere partyizsm should bo
rigoronsly excluded, it is surely that of
goneral education. *Who is most fitted
for the position ®* should be the only test

question.”
e ——————

Rev. A. A. Caueron, Baptist minister,
Ottaws, in 8 lotter to the Canadian Inde-
pendent, ueserted that ** Baptists alone are
Soriptural in regard to the ordipances of
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.” Upon
this, the Ottawa branoh of the Evangelieal
Allisuce, whereof Mr. Cameron is g mom-
ber, held a special meoting, and aftor dis-
cussion, vesolved :—* That the Allianoce,
having heard Rev. Mr. Cameron’s explana.
tion of tho words reforred to, deoply regret
that he does not accord to tho other mem.
bers of the Alliance the same liberty in the
interpreotation of Bcripture, in this veference
{0 the ordinances of the Church, that they
secord fo him." After farther disonssion,
it was also resolved :— That this branch
of the Alliance recognises the validity of
the ordinanoes of Baptism and the Tiord's
Bupper as administared by the members of
the Allisace.”” Mr. Cameron aaid this ex-
claded him from the Alliauce, and gave
notice of appeal, on tha ground that the

ilon was anconstitutional, he having ob-
#ained legal advice (1) on the point.

BRITISH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN

EXEMPTION OF TAXES.

The guestion of the Exomption of Tazes
In relation to Oharoh property and Glergy-
mens’ salarles in &t present axsnwing large
propoztions. It is evident that the snbjrot
will be yot moxe fully discneaed, and give
1o to & number of conflivting opinlons.
W hether it is now ripe for legislstive astion
14 uxtromely doubtfal, The inieresta are
su varled and ramifying, that if uppoavs to
us to be juostiunable whether &uything
lika quanimity upon the mattor will pruva
suflictently probable to wartant further
slopsboiog meanwhile taken in regard toit.
In our opinfon it i3 olenr that propecty
whioh is morely heid by ecolosiastical
bodies, aud which i3 not now put to the
uso for whicn it is allogoed that it is set
spart, ought to be {axod ; otherwiso, the
objeot on &.vout t of whioh saeh oxempticn
is granted, is not atialned. Presumably
the remission of taxas whioh is allowed in
vuch onsos is for the purpose of enabling a
oharoh or congregation to carry cn its im
portant work without any unnecessary
finunoin! obstacle beiog put in their way.
Wo are all agrood that the Charch in any
of its denominations is employed in a work
that tends fo the well-being of soclety and
to the benofit of the individual, Ifexemp-
tion in any casoe is allowel on the ground
of prinoiple, it should bo oxcrsised in that
of a community who engage in the vast
undertaking of building an ecolosinstioal
institution, and who are ocompied with
moasures that must promoto the moral avd
sooinl improvement of the people. Theirs
is a work which involves the outlay of
money on & large soale, and which compels
the exorcise of self-denial to an extent that
onlls for admiration rather than opposition
in any dogres. A ocongregation seltling
upon & oertain locality, and ercoting a puit-
able structure for the spiritual edvoation
of the community, and for the right training
of the young and rising generation, are
thereby creatiug an institution whose good
influsnce is inoaloulable, and that may
reach to tho end of time. They should ac-
cordingly have every encouragement given
to them in carrying out their noble enter-
prise. But while we feel on the subject to
this oxtont, it is unreasonabie that beoause
a cortain body of men are bound together
as Christians to the fulfilment of such
tasks, thoy should be allowed to speculate
on property iu the name of religion. The
ocase of the Motropolitan Church is one in
point. It may be said that by securing a
large and valuable piece of land in the
center of which they erect their church,
they are thereby keeping this epace of
ground open for the public benefit. Itis
pleasant certainly to look at a ohurch
building with such surroundings. It may
at once be conceded that the congregation
keop open a valuable breathing ground for
a rapidly growing oity. And were this the
property of the people, these arguments
wounld be oonclusive as to laying no un.
neoessary burden upon the grounds. But
in the oaso of a privata iudividual, or in
{he instance of a congregation, which is the
eame thing, they are by the purohase of
such an amount of ground laying up an un.
{old fortune for the future. Lot fifteen or
{wonty yoars pass away, and the property
whioh was acquired at a morely nominal
amount may reasonably be oxpected fo
yield ten times the value. Thus a com-
munity might grow rich at the publio ex-
pense. They pocket the grand difference
that would arige from tho sale when the
proper fime comes round. But the city
saffers to the extent of the amount that
might have acorned had the property been
oconpied by other than ccclesiastioal build-
ings. It is es.ily conceivable that at some
distent dsto it will be rendered necosssry
that the Moetropolitan Chuarch should be
removed from what will be the press and
throng of commerae, to some looalify that
will be more central for tho residences of
the people, aud in such a case the Motro.
politan Church would be the gaiuer to the
tane of mtny thousands of dollars, while
the oity wouid be losers to tho extent of the
yearly income that might have been de-
rived from ¢axing all the properly beyond
that which is nocessary for the purposes of
the congregation. The samo thing is true
of the exlensivo and valuable lots that are
held by the Roman Oatholics. YWhenever
there is a good bargain in land to be made,
our friend, the Arohbishop, isready with
his overflowing puree, or what is the samo
thing, with his inflnence, to porsess him-
self of that property. Moanwhile the
ground lies fallow, or the buildings that
wero upon it al the time of purchase yield
their proper renfal, and not a cont is paid
to the ity for the protection of tho prop-
orty, or for the sarrying on of municipal
affairs. It appears to us that no satisfac.
tory reason can bo advanced against put.
ting such Iands in the same oategory with
the property of individusls, or companies,
aud allowing it to be taxed, Were Preaby-
terinaw, or Epissopalians in ths habit of
purchaaing land in this way, we should
alill maintain that they should pay for it
until it is seen that it is to be put fo its
legitimate use, and that it is not to be sold
on specnlation. But happily our Protestant
denominations are generally free from the

ohargs of engaging In such fnancial enter.
prises,

Yo aro prepaved fo go fhus far, and ap-
provo the taxstion of sll properly held by
soolosinotios, and that {4 uot pub to the
osteneible use for whish it was parchased.
The question still reraalne open whetler
it would not bs heflor to tax all church
property whether it 18 ecoapied by eaclesi-
astieal bntldings or not. It will readily be
g6on fhint hasty and immediate legislation
on this matier might impese burdens npon
songregations, whoss proportios carry large
wortgages, that they raight not bo able to
bear. Perhaps some special clauns oonld
bo Introduced, covering suoh examples.
But on the gquestion pnre and simpls, wa
have wuo hoesitation in  pronouucing
oar opinion. e believe 1t would ba better
for all partics woro church propertlos to pay
taxes. It would remove a matior of debate,
whioh is bound to como up on tho slightest
protext, and to be urged by 8 whole class of
cormorants who are laboring for othor ends
than theso which ohurches have in view.
The tox imporod ought to lesson tho taxes
which indfviduals have otborwise to pay,
and thus enable them to give the moroe to
the ohurch. Af all evonts it is an open
question for debate, and we will bo glad to
recoive the opinions of our resders and all
interestod, upon if, Thero is still the mat.
ter of partially or wholly exempling min-
tsters’ ealaxios from taxation, and othorwise
granting to clergymen certain discountsand
speoial favors, to whioh we hope in another
icsue to xoturn, and to which woe are ready
to trace many evilsfrom which our esteom-
od brothren in the ministry aro now greatly
9nfforing.

UHUROH EXTENSION ABSOCIATION.
IMPORTANT MEETING

By referenco fo adveriisemont in an.
other oolumn it will be seen that a mass
meoting of the Presbyterians of this oity is
oalled for next Tnesday evening in Knox
Chureh, We desiro to invite spocial atten-
tion to this gaihering, and to urge a large
attendance. When, afew Wweeks ago, the
office-bearers of the differsnt Presbyterian
Churohes in Toronto, met to take council
with each other, anent this same extension
asgooiation, a pleasant and profitable hour
was spent together, and Dr. Caven, with
his usual procision, moved that the officers
of the association fhould be requesied to
bring about an assembly of all the Presby-
terians in Toronto, with a view to inter-
change of thought on all matters pertaining
to the extenaion of chureh work in this ra-
pidly growing cily. We would urge our
oity readers, therefore, to make it & point to
attend. Lot the meeting be LaRGR, ENTRU-
siastioc and uskrunl Saitable addresses
will be delivered, and musio will be furnish-.
ed by the combined ohoirs of tke ity
ohurches.

Ministers aud é‘yuuvtm.

{We urgently solicit from Yrasbytery Clorks and
our readers generally, itoms for this department
of our paper, 80 as t0 make it a general epitome
of all local church news.)

A vERy suoccessful tes meoting was held
in the Presbyterian Church, Alms, on
Wednesday evening last. Rev. John
Davidaon, pastor of the congregation, oc-
cupied tho ohair. Very suitable and ap-
propriate addresses were delivered by the
Rov. Messrs. F. Dickie, of Berlin; T.
Wardrope, of Guelph, and A, D. McDonald,
of Elora,

Tne Rev. Wim. P. Walker has entored
tho mansoe lately built for him by the con-
grogations of Binbrook and Salifieet. A
sucoessful social, as a heating to the hounse,
wag held on Dec. 28th, The manse is
capacious, conveniently sitnated botwesn
the Churches, hes attached to it ton acres
of land, small orchard, and good garden.
The site and lard cost $1,000. Tho build-
ing and appurtenances reflest credit upon
the congregations.—Coxr. -

Ox Tueeday, the 26th alt., several mom-
bers of the Gore ocongregation in conaec-
tion with the Presbyterian Chureh in
Canada, cslled upon their minister, Rov.
‘Wm. A. Johnston, and &8 a procf of their
esteem prescnted him with a large quantity
of bhay, oals, wheat and polatoes, giving
him to understand that these were but
drops before the coming shower, and that
during the present season he was to par.
chase no hay. Such praiseworthy condnet,
and espeoially when there are no arreurs
of stipend, requires no comment.~Cox,

Ox the evening of the 20th ult., the
mangs of the Wellington strect Prosby-
torian congregation, Brantford, was unex-
pectedly {aken possession of, for the time,
by the Bible class under the instruction of
tho Rev. Mr. Lowry., After & fow pre-
liminary matters had been attended to, a
very flattering and affeciionate” address
was presented to Mr. Lowry, ascompanied
with the gift of an elegant and Landsome
easy chair. To the address, Mr. Lowry
made & shord in promptu reply, in which
he returned thanks for their valuable
present, and expressed his high gratifioation
with the Bible claas,

O~ Monday evening laat, 1s} inst., ab a
¢ social mucting of s Gailine vouy.eguti.g,

v

Herriston, held on the osossion of a Ohriei
mae tree to the ohildren of the Babbaih
sohool. the mermbors of the Bibly olass and
othera presented to their pastor, Rev. Juo,
Baikio, an addresa as a token of ther os
teom, and an exprossion of thely high
appresiation of his Jabors, sepomypanied by
8 .abstantinl gift ia tho form of & huud-
sore stady ohalr, tegether with 8 purso,
in allabout sevonty dotare. The presonta-
tion waz made by Mr. A. J. Stowart in be-
half of the olass and others, in a short ade
dress, w which Mr, Batkie roplied in suit-
able torme, thauking them for the kindness
thoy had shown to him.

A sootan entertainment wan given by the
mewbors of the Presbyterian Ohuroh of
New Glasgow, on the 28th ult., and was
fairly altended. The chair was soonpied
by Mr. Roburt Simpson, eldor of the
Church, The ohoir furnished exsollent
vecal and inrtrumental music, aud appro-
priate specches were delivered by tho Reve.
Mossrs, Knox and Stenning, and Mr. M. F,
Boudroan, student of the Preabytorian
Oollego, Montreal. After bhaving spent a
very pleasant ovening in secial enjoyment,
tho congrogation presented My, M. T,
Boudreau with s purse, oxpressing their
nppreciation for his labors among thom
during the two lnst summoery, and wishing
him abundant sncesss in the work of the
ministry.

Ov Tharsday ovening, the 21st ult., the
Wellington street Presbyterinn congrega-
tion, Brantford, held thelr 81st anniveraary
tea meeting, Considering that there were
five public mestings, for different purposos,
held in the town on the same evening, the
attendanco was good, and the evening's
entertainmont was all that could be de.
sired. The Rev, Dr. Cochirane, by letter,
apologized for his unavoidabla absence.
Tho Rev. br. Barker of the First Congre-
gational Ohurch, gave a short address,
which was rcoeived with marked approba-
tion. 'The Rev. Mr. Milligan, of Old St.
Audrow's, Toronto, formerly of Detroit,
geve an eloquont and interesting leoture on
¢ Expeotationa.” Thei. 3ression produced
by this lecture was such that if Mr, Milli.
gan should again address a Brautford
audionce, ho may, under anything like
ordinary oiroumstances, oaloulate on having
a full houge.

ON Tuesdey evening the members of the
congregation of the College rireet Presby-
terian ohurch held their annual soiree in
their exceedingly comfortable and cosy little
church at the corner of Bathurst and Col-
lege straets. Notwithstanding the unfav.
ourable weather, the attendance was large,
and the soiree proved in every respeot a
very decided sucvess. An excellent tea
was provided by the ladies of the congrega-
tion, and after those present. had sttested
their appreoiation of it in the most unmis.
takeable of all ways, Rev. Alex. Gilray,
pastor of the church, took the chair, aftor
whioh brief and interesting addresses were
delivered by Revs. William Inglis, J. M.
King, Wm. Dyke, and Dr. Robb. The
oharoh ohoir, Professur Jones and Mrs.
Greenfield, farnished & pleasing variety of
vooal gelections, which added muoh to the
intdrest of the entertainment.

A vEry interesting meoting in connec-
tion with the Presbyterlan congregalion in
Norwioh was held in the Public Hall on the
25th ult. The handsome sum of 8114 was
roalized, which is to be appliod to the gen-
eral schemes of the Church. After the
mesting had partaken of an excellent tes,
the chairman, Jas. Barr, Esq., ealled upon
the Rov. R. N. Grant, of Ingersoll, who
delivered an appropriate address on “Some
Elements of Gongrogational Sucoess.”” The
Rev. D. 0. MoIntyre followed in a oharac-
teristio speech. The proceedings of the
evoning wero enlivened at intexrvals by
music supplied by the congregational
choir. The distribution of the gifts from
tho tree formed alao & very attractive fea-
ture. The chairman in the name of the
congregrtion then prdsented tho Rev. YW,
M. Martin, their ministor, with a handscme
cutter and robo, togethor with an address
Mrs, Martin with an elegant time-piece,
cad their young son with & purge. Mrs, D,
M. Donald was then presonted with a
hoautiful siver toa set in rocognition of her
valaable servicos as loader of the choir for
the last twolve years. Miss Barr? who has
acted as organist for the past two years,
was the recipient of a beautiful silver card
rack, Mrs. Malcolm of a very valuable mink
maff, presented by the membors of the
Bible class. A silver baptismal bowl, a
gift to the Churoh by oue of its active
membors, formed the last of the apecial
presents, Alarge number of othor Ohrist.
mas gifts passed between frionds through
the medium of the tree, and the entertain-
ment formed a very happy {ermination to

Chrisimas day. A shori time ago Mr.
Martin was presented with a well filled
purse, by the young people of his Windham
congregation—a faoct which taken in eon.
neotion with the event above named plaine
ly ovinoes the high esteem in which the
reversnd gentleman is held by all his peo.
ple. Bince his induction into his joint
charge the attendsneo on his minlstry hive
been largely inoreased, aud the addition of
$100 to hie salary may be’ justly regarded
s% an indication of the inoveased prosperity
of his charge.

- e

Book Beviews.
Br. NiortoLas., New York : Seriboer & Co,
The Junuary number of this popular
magaziae for the young, sustaiun its well.
esrusd reputation, for the exquisite taste
and beanty of the illusiratione, the snfer
taining and instructive oharsoter of the
matter, and the superb finish of the whole.

Wibs Awake. Boston: D. Luthrop & Clo.
This magazine is & worthy rlval of that
notived above. It is profusely illusirated,
very ammusing, and in an indirsct mauner,
oonvoys no smeail amount of instrastion,

Tur OaNaoIAN MontaLY, Toronto: Adum
Stevenson & Co.

The Decewabor number of this perivdical
oontaing an articlo on ** Pagsn Rites and
Obristian Feativals” whioh evinces oon-
»idorable research; a practicsl ossay on
* Politieal Egonomy * by A. T. Drummond,
B.A., L.L.B.,, Montreal, entitled * Qo
Pablic Indebtednoss;” a very readable
“Bketoh of Cardinal Antoneth” by I,
Kansford, Toronto ; moro than the usual
quantity of poetry, including a variely of
Christmas Oarols; the continuation of
“ Juliot,” and “As long as sho lived ;»
with the oustomary notes on curront events,
eto,

Berroro's Montny Maeazing, Toronto:
Belford Bro’s, '

This new entorprise promises well. Tha
numbor for January, specially intonded as
& holiday number, containg a very large
quantity of reading mattor, of a sufficiently
light and-intoresting character, inoluding a
long Chrigtmas story entitled ¥ When the
Ship comes home.” Of & gomewhad
heavier and more intoMeotual order, we
have No. 2 of * [ivenings in the Library.”
The subjeot is Emmerson, in his twofold
charaotor of Poot and Leotuger. The ar-
tiole is wrjtten in an easy conversational
stylo, and this porhaps most popular of
Amorican essnyists is favorably compareg
with Swinburne, Thoreau and Thomas
Carlylo. Tho illusirations are very good,
and the magazine is woll printed, on good
paper,

ScripNer’s MontuLy, New-York ;" Scribner

& Co.

The January number of this” deservedly
popular periodioal contains a well-written
artiole on ¢ What our Chorches cost us.”

I{ is full of valuable statistics, and the bur-

den of it seems to be that fco much money
is expended on church decoration, musio,
and other accessories, while in very many
instances the ministry is wrotchedly under-
paid. This refers, dorbtless. to the state of
affairs in the United States; buf ceriain
we are that it is applioable to other ocoua-
tries as well ; and we think it will not do
any harm vo place before our own readers
the following plain and manly statement
of the truth regarding this matter, made by
& voteran New Epgland pastor:—

‘“He was goltled, he said in a raral city,
and belonged to an association of ministers,
composed of the pretors of village churohes
round about. In the course of years it he-
fell that all of those pastors, one after an-
other, buried their wives. He was the only
member of the associution exempt from
that sfiliotion. He was natarally led to
reflect upon such & faot, and he became
fully convinced that an iufluential oause
was the insufficient support provided by the
ohurohes. In the struggle.to make, out of
wholly inadequate meaus, that respectable
social appearance, which & pastor’s family
is expeotod to make, aud to do for ohildren
that which educated parents feel it worth
many privations to do, health broke dowa,
and the faithful, struggling helpmeet of the
stinted pastor went, too early tor her loved
ones, to tho sainta’ rest. * Bui,” exclaim-
ed the veteran, ** Though I too have felt al-
beit in loes dogroe than some other breth-
ren, this presure of chill penury, while in
the raost blessed of all oallings, I feel asthe
old lady felt, wko bad been recounting
through what lnurdships she had gons to
roar & large fawily of boye, who rose to
hgngrablo positions : * I'd do it again,’ said
she.

The other articles in the present number
of the magazine are fally up to the mark.
The information that a person obiains by
morely looking] at the illustrations of
the article on “Norway and tho Norse-
men,"” is worth tho price of the magazine.

Tnr PResBYTERIAR YEAR Boox ror 1877.
Ldited by Rev. James Cameron, Chats.
worth. Torento: O. Blackeit Robin~
son, 134 pp., 25 conls.

This is & most uceful compendiam of
valuablo information regarding Presby-
terianism at home and abroad. To many
it is indispensable for xeference, containing
full statistics of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada, with intercsting reporis and
condensed summaries of statistios of the ten
Presbyterinnchurehes in the United Statea.
Besides the roll of each Presbytery in eash
of the 8ynods of the Presbyterian Ohursh
in Canada, being given separately, there is
also an alphabetioal list of the names ef the
ministers, with numbers attached indioat.
ing the Presbytery to which they belong.
But it is not only to thoss who require it
for purposss of reference that this publioa-
tion is useful ; to ordinary readsm, if pon-
sesses much value and intersst. o show
that the *“ Papers on Presbylerian Topios"
must be of great importance, it issufficient
to give the names of their suthors: Rev.
G- Mo Gmut, MlA-, Haliftt, NQBQ; Dr! P.




