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iii the Alihambra wvhicli is gladly accepted
and the remnainder of his stay is spen t
wandering tlirough the grand silent halls
or listeniug to the wlîispering of the trees
and plashing of the fotintains whichi once
witnessed the pornp and spleiidor of a
Moorislb court.

Hie gives hirnorous descriptions of
sonie of the curions characters inhabiting
the palace.

One wvas a curious littie old vonalî,
Maria Antonia Saboula, who lived il) a
closet under the grand stair case and
whio, according to lier own account liad
liad five liusbands and a hiaîf, the hialf
consisting of ai) unfortunate youung
gentleman \vlio died during coiirtsluip.

The inhabitants of the Alhianbra talce
life easy ; they seein to do notlîing and
live upon nothiiig.

"Give a Spaniard the shiade in summiiier,
the sui) iu wiuter, a littie bread, garlic.
oil and garbances, ani old brovi cloak
and a guitar and ]et the world roll on as
it pleases." he cîjînate of Grainada cati
not be excelled. Southerii Spain owves
its deliclous ait, to the snowv-capped
Sierra Nevada Momntains. It is %veil
expressed by a peasan)t who said:. "l'le
Sierra Nevada, Senlor, is a lump of ice lu
the middle of Andalusia to keep it cool
ail siiimer."

Despite the partial muin, the most part
is in good preservation. Perliaps whiere
thue "biaud of time bias fallen the ligbtest,"
is the Court of Lyotis. It was originaIly
paved with mnarble or tiles, buit wlien thie
French hield Spaiti, tlîey took Up the
tiling aud laid it ont in flover beds. Iii
the center stands the fanions fâtuntain,
the basin upbield by the twelve lions that
grive thue couirt its namne. Around the
four sides extend ar-cades of delicate
filigrec stucco w'ork stipl)orted bi daiutv'
narble columuis.

Opening ont of the Court of Lyons is
the Hall of the Abencerrages, so called
fromn it being the scene of the nluurder of
several noblenien of that naine. "«Per-
luaps tlîere neveu 'vas a monumiient more
characteristic of an age and people than
the Alhambra: a riigged fortress %vitbont;
a voluptuotis palace wîithin ; war frown-

ing from its battiemients; poetry breathi-
ing througliotit the fairv architecture of
its hjalls.''

The traveler wvho wishies to thorouglily
etijoy the 1)eauty of thiese famous halls,
niuist viev tlîem by niooffliglt or evening
twiligbit when the gatliering darkness
effaces' the stains of tinue. TVieil the
lnarbie coIninins anid daiîîty frescoes seem
to regain their original beauity. If lie be
of a romnantic turn of uiind and eau enter
loto thie spirit of the place, lie cani easily
imagine the silent hialls to be peopled
wîth the pliantomns of a Moorisbi court.

From the grated gallery' at the enud of
the hall lie cani imagine thie beanities of
harem, jealotisly guarded, wchngfrorn
their prison the scene below.

P-issin- through the hall of the Abeil-
cerrages he wvill see the blood stains on
thie pavement and Imear the clanitkînig of
ebains and confuised nînrînur of voices.
It is otily the wvater wvhiclî supplies the
fotntains ruish iin tiriough- the acqîied nts
betieatli but the genieral air ofniysterions
association clingîng to tîme whole palace
n1akes it Possible to imagine the scelles
wvliichi once toolc place.

The grand hialls are ofteu entered
througbl smnal Idark corridors alid ilu the
mnlost nnexpected way. One dayv, thue
alior tells lis, lie noticed a sniall door
lu the apartiient wvliclî served Auint
Anitonia for a living room. Ever on the
alert for- mysteries, lie openied it and
foinid himself iii a srnall dark corridor
leadin)g lie kiiew niot wvliere. He followved
it tip nuitil lie reached a door whîich, fling-
iugl* open, lie stepped into the dazzlingf
brîghitness of the Hall of tbe Etibassa-
dors, oue of the inost beautifnl in thte
Alhamibra.

It is sitiiated iu thîe Tilver of Coniares
froîn the balconies of wvbich eau be seen
the country for miles around. Here thie
athmlor passed înany bonus, watcling,- the
distant buills and listening to the souind of
guitars anîd the songs of the v'illagers
gathered on the slopes beloNv.

At leligth corne letters frorn home
reminding hlm thiat he miust soon leave
the scelles of luis dreanis and reveries.
Oîîe day as the suni is settiti-g lie bids


