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Aftor a short trial, was gratified witk & material progress,
and in less than ibree minates heard the rumbling wii h
accompanied & complete roturi of the bowel.  Pationt again
fainted.  Prescribed opium and comploto rest.

I shall not follow tho case farther, but closo with a few
remarks :

Tarstly.—~Obstinato constipation, or comploto ocilusion, may
somotimes be czused by a partial sncarcorstion of o purtivi of an
intoetiny, which ncither -hgital exanunation nor auny physical
means can properly demunstrate.  The extrome importance of a
proper diaguusis in suspected cases need nut bo insisted vn, This
patient had taken for two or three days previous enormous duses
of salts, but without any effect ,- - this I was not aware of at tho
time. I had a vory interasting case of this kiml somo time a3,
which terminated on the fourth day in cumploto relief, by spun-
tancous reduction.

Secondly.—Ts the erect pusture the proper uno, or vnly acci-
dentally advantageous 2 Might 1 presume w offer a theory to
my medical brethren, which, in the absouco of any other that I
am awaro of, may bo thuught worthy of sume cousideration ?

X bekecve that the proper position, theoretically, jor the reduction
of a strangulated wnyuial herma, und an which wune the covperation
of dynamic agencies can be utihsed, s the erect posture, with the
flexure and adduction of the thagh.

The means tv be used are vbvious. If bofurchand the colon
bo well evacuated, or as much su as pussible, every rational pre
paratory condition will have been fulfilled.  In the old posiuon,
but one force is brought to bear—the pusheny force used by the
operator, if Lmay so termit. By this mothod we have also a
pulling forco (viz a fronte), namely, the weight of a large por-
tron of the bowel striviug tu drag the remainder from its posiure
of imprisvutuent.  Why not, then invert the patient, and sccuro
the action of this new fores in a still greater degreo?  Simply
this. The rytimic actior of the diaphragm torbids the continaal
oporation of ilis turce, and should at have any effeet, it otion
Jeaves matters i statu quo, duning its couteaction,  Besides tho
forco hero would generally be actiag at an angle, the ring buing
tho fixed point

Thardly.—Many practical mon prefur this methud of reduction,
without regard to theory.




