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Gentlemen :—
When you bestowed upon me at ¢ our last meeting the honour of the
Presidency of this Society, I accepted it with a doup fceling of the re-
sponsibiiities which came with the position; and in taking this first
opportunity of expressing my appreciation of your kindness, let me say
that a year’s contemplation of the task of preparing the address which
custom, as well as the rules of the Society, have led you to expeet from
the President, has not made it appe;u a trivial undertaking, and you will
perhaps pfudon me if I add has in some measure detracted from the
satisfaction with Wlnch T looked forward to occupymcr the chair, and
e‘{tendmo to you a wdcome to this our Slme town on the occasion of
your ﬁlst convention here, The dlﬁiculty in addlcssnw you does. not
lie in the absence of 111te1estnw subjécts to discuss ; mthu does 1t come '
in this 1nstance fxom the fact thab for many yemq you }mve had the
pleasure of hstemnu to’ thosé who lmve attained to prominence in cur
"pofessmn, and ha.ve thus ‘been able to “speak as having euutho ity
Especially ploﬁtab]e have been the. p.xpeLS from those whose practice has
been in the line of spemahsm in any of the different bl.md]cs of medi-’
cine. It is not given to the Country Physmlan to devote his a%terltxon
- to any one blanch he must take cases as they arise, w hethez the.y bhe



