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açid odor by the positive pole. Electricity produces sometimes an acid,
sometimes a saline taste, vhcn applied to the ý-ngae.

From what we have said, our readers will pcrceive the grect depend-
ence which vital actions have on v:rous pbysicl nerices, jor their
origination antd cont inuance. Whit vitality is esentialhq distinct from
ail those forces which operate thrineh mere increanie matter, it appears
Io be convertib' int. and ;ep!aer d hy themn wvlien it ceases to exist.
Let vitality becone c tmct in a part or whole of the body, and how
quickly does " decay's oetem finer" obliterate all tle dlstinguithing
features. No sooner has the dread iniluenecs of dtisease so changed the
" material stra/nm' nece'a-v fir the naniIIta1ions of life-no sooner
bas the " breath of mýan left lis nostr's," tl.an a revolution of all parts
into their original chemiol 'mstituents commenccs. The vital force
is imnnediately succeeded by chemical attinitv.

What is matter ? What is muid ? The greatest intellectual efforts
have been called forth in attempts Io arrive at satisfactory solutions of
those two questions. Tomes innumerable bave been written on the
snbject. Tomes replcte with reasoning of the highcst order, nad thoughts
ofthe deepest profundity. Tomes, nievertheess, too often defaced by
acrimonous language und injust recrimination. Materialism has been
the bugbear of one cln.s of enquircrs. Spiritualismu has been the deri-
sien and lau-hing-stock of the otier-nud why 1 Evidendy because
they have both allowed violent 1rejudices to warp their judirments.
T'hey have looked at the ultraisms of cach other's belief, and formed
their decisions accordingly. The spiritualist has too often formed bis
idea of materialism from the contemplatiou of the essentially gross views
piopounded by Voltaire and the French Encyclopedists, elcvetius,
Diderot, and D'Alembert. With hian materialism and iuGdelity are con-
vertible terns. And truily so in keeping with bis ide-. But, unfortu-
nately, the term materialismi has been applied to soie peculiar views
held by great and good men ; and, consequently, such views, and the
enunciators of them, have becn held up to public reprobation. Yet the
views are strictly logical-in accordance with the truths of science, end
not opposed to scriptural truth. The naine bas been the millstone around
their neck. The most orthodox opiniou would scarcely float with such
a weight. Locke and Lawrence have been ostracised for holding so-
called materialistie tenets. The former asserted that, independently of
revelation, the inimateriality of the soul could not be demonstrated-
principles of philosophy failed to teach it. The latter, that from physi-
ological research alone, w-e could net discover the separate existence of
spirit. And yet both held the opinion of the immateriality of the soul.
" I presume," says Locke, " it is net the idea of a thinking or rptional


