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dcvelopmnent withi a particeular type, breaks will ho found intcrtèéring
with the perfect svinmetry of our plan.

What Mr. Swaiîîson intends by narning the groups which make up
eaeh circle, typ)icatl, sub-typicai, and aberrant, is that one of these
groups will be flound to bcecspecially charactcrized by those peculiari-
tics of' structure or mode of life Nvhichi belon- to the wvho1e circle, 50,

as to display its distinctions iii their xnost striking form, and this one
is generally found to be the most numnerous in species:- another group
will approach this both iii its relations to the type and iii number of
species, but will exhibit zpciaI féatures iii arialogy with some other
circle, so as to show thc characters of the type difféecntly modificd.
The rcmaining groups, with a preponderance of the characters of the
type, unite such deviations expressing their owîi peculiar plan of' de-
velopment, as make them appear like trausitional forms leading towards
other circles. M\r. Swainson p]aced what he took to ho the typical
group first, then the sub-typical, and after these the aberrant; the
cornsequence of which is, that lie places analogous forms in different
positions in the different circles. 1 by nîo means deny that in cach
circle there is one group whose plan 3f development is specially
adapted to the type, and which tlîencc displays most abundance and:
variety of species ; this, indeed, logically follows from, my general
theory; but as 1 alivays place the representatives of' tic same teaden-
cies of' development in the saine position in eachi circle, it must follow
that the typical groups i'ill have varions situations iii the different
circles, according to the clîaracteristic tendency in each, whilst the
analogical groups will always be found in the same position, and this,
1 regard as a very important advantage of îny plan.

Th~e prccdiing remarks will be sufficient on the present occasion, as
illustrating my idca of' a natural systein in the animal kingdomn, and 1
have had occasion to enumerate the great divisions oft' ei class Birds,
'with their mutual relations. It has been stated that*the family Pele-
canidae, with which we are now more immediatelv conceraed, belongs
to the order -Aratatores (swimming-birds), which înay upon the whole
be rcg-ardcd as contaiuing, the lowest forrn of bird lifc. We wvii! first
inquire how many really distinct primary famnilies are found ini this
order, and further, how far thei.r structure and habits correspond to
the notion of' their rcpresenting in this circle, by modifications of its
general type, tendencies of developmnent which have been already in-
dicated in the orders themselvcs, and which, accarding to our theory,


