
THE~ CANADIAN ENTONOLOOIST.

COLILECTING AT LICi;UT.
1 have rcad with nitich intcrcst a couple off papers b>' MNr. 1Hanhlani,

of Winnipeg, on the rapturing of insects 1,at lighit." 1 had adopted
this method in the OJd Country with rnuch success, and last season in
this district, necar the liead of Lake MNani toba, 1 cmploycd thc same
nicans and secured a goodly number of speciniens. There is no doubt
that light is mnost efficacious ini securing to the one who makes use of
it many insects that would otherwise bc only rarcly met with, but while
engaged iii thuq rnaking cap)tures one cannot bll)I being struck-a point
to whiich Mr. Hanhian alludcs-with the effect lighit lias upoti many of
the Lepidoptera, or rather with the differcunt effects it lias upon different
individuals. Now, it scCRi1s to mc thiat a careful observation on the part
of cntoniologists in this respect might in due tirne throw fresh Illiglht
on the habits or cven structure of the insects observed. Why, 1 rnay
ask, should lighit have such a different cffcct upon insects of the same
class ? As thiere is a reason for evcrything, so there mnubt bc here. A
casuial observer may note that while lighit acts upofl soine individuals as
an irresistible attraction, to others it is sirnply repellant, and in the case
of others both '.hese effects arc conîbined. Then, again, sorne arce vi-
dently thrown into a ki:id of stupor under the cffect of tie glare, and
scttling down near the attractive force, reniain immovable for hours;
while yet again othiers are fraxîtic in their struggles to reachi the source
of their fascination. This difference of cffect, while it points to a
dissimilarity of temperanient, wouild seern to indicate a différence of
structure, if anywliere, iii the eye. Is this known to be a fact; or, if
this be flot thc case, in whiat does it consist? It seems to me that here
is a wide field for investigation, and it niiighit not be lost labour if, during
tie coniing season, those entornologists whio adopt lighit as a means of
capture would, as far as p)ossible, classify the insects takcn in regard to
the cffect the lighit lias upon themn.

1 nîay say thiat whien using liglht, I p)lace it before a closed window
on the grcîunid floor, aîîd stand outside, and with a net 1 amn able to
cap)ture nîany insects which do not al)larcIitly ever seutie on tie glass,
but sirnply approachi witiîî range of the lighit and then fly away rapidly
at an angle, acting nînicli iii the sanie ninner as a cornet is said to do in
regard to the suri. H. HuTCHINSON, Kiîîosota, Manitoba.

ERRATUM.
CAN. EN'I., 1898, P. 15, liue 8, for e'not comrnonly " rcad IlmInst

çonmonly."


