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Mr. Loveil in hie loUter aye:
In 1849, I believe the Government of Canada, with the sanction

Of Uer Majesty the týueen, gave United States publishers the riglit
to bring reprint& of English copyright books into this country on
P4ýrment of a Customns duty of l5 per cent., which lis since been
reuluced tu 124 per cent., the proceeds of the duties to be forwarded
tu the Engliali authors as a compensation for the privile-e-i secured
tu the American publishers.a

The people of the Dominion, and especial ly the priuting and publiah-
lflg iliteresLs, feel that they ouglit to possess at least equal privileges
!0 those conceded to the foreigner. T here are several establishments
In the Dominion that would esteem it a great linon to lie allowed to
reprint En gliali copyrights on the same ternis as aie now secured to

Unjted States pubishers, and would gladly pay the 124 per cent. to
the0 Englieli authors on the total number of copies printed-sure to be
very considerable. At. present only a few huudred copies pay duty,
but n•any thousands pase into the country without registration and
PaY nothing at ail, thus having the elfeet of seriously injuringm the
Pubi8hers <of Great Britaiii to the consequent advantage of those in
the UJnited States. I may add that, on looking over tihe Custom flouse
Entries to-day, I foutud that Dot a single Americau reprint of au
E'ngliali copyright (except the lLeviews and one or two Magazines)
h44 been entered siîsce the thurd of April list, thoiîgh it is notorions
tllit an edition of 1,000 of a popular work coming.- under that des-

illton hia& heen received and soid within the last few days by one
booktseller in this city.

It is undeniable that Canadian printers would lie enabled to
e'raplY with the requisite condition, and produce books-thanks to
oal advantages-.at a mucli cheaper rate than they eau be pro-

duced in the States, and so bring about a large export business. This
WOiiid have the happy effeet of 'bringing back a large number of our
Sklled workmen, who have been forced"to leave the Dominion to find
a retnunelative field of lalior. Indeed it is not too nsuch to âay that,
's thinfra are at present our very best compositors are constantly
leavingw;ith a view to insproving their position on the other side of
the0 ine. This is a moat serions0 evil, which can only lie remedied
b7 a removal of the disabilities under which the Dominion publish-
lQg ilIterest languishes.

1 feel assured, Sir, that this matter need only lie explained to
]3rti8h authors and publishers to ensure their cordial co-operation in
the reviion of the copyright treaty between England and the States
'r' 80 far as it affects this country. The number of Englieli editions
llnPOrted into the Dominion is exceedingly smali, entirely through
the encouragement so universally extended to the foreigner, and I

irsPersuadeil that under the new system of Confederation, offering,
as8 We do, a market of nearly three millions of English speakingr
People, it wil lie a matterof serions consideration whether it is not
now desiralile for the Etig-lish publishers to prodnce copyrights in this

0 onty indpende t fér editions emanating from Home presses.

T150 Toronto Leader snys
It is rather an anomalous feature of the publishing business in

Canada ht as regards reprints of English liooks, it is placed upon

Stae a5  adconcessions made to it which are, as yet denied tc
thalre appanage of the Empire. It happens in this way: The
Uute9tates publishers having a large Bnglish-speaking and book-

'eadillg Population within their reach, are alile te fiud profitable sale
or allneet any kind of literary ?roduction. The best books are,

of Course, published in Europe. 1 or, although one could not make
the euquiry now with the sneer whic yh attac hcd to it a quarter ofa

turey gol Who reada an American book ?" it is scif-evident that
yroewith its older civilization, its higlier development of liter-

ary talenît, and better education, stands in a eommanâing position
!u the world of literature. Literature lias been a paying profession
In n-adfragetnme fyer.Teebi oitrain

acopyright law, as between England and the neight oring Repnbiic,
!he American pulilishers, as a class, steal every good book and period-
Ica' as fast as they are printed at home, and reprint them in this
Couutry with considerable profit to themselves. 0f late years a few
of the more enterprising and honest of the American publishers have
Paid Ef'loeish axthors for advanee sheets of their productions. But, as

y uewiat is published in England is repnblished in the United
8ates withont auy profit to t.he anothors. It cannot be that 80 unsatia-

&C4torY a state of things will long continue to exist between two great
C9Uii1tries. Mfr. Charles Dickens labored earnestly during his recent

alst te Amorica to ecure the passage of a copyright law by Cou-
eg8.) nd had well nigh sncceeded, the United States publishers

t niu now te see that it wonld ho hoUter for them te be in a posi-
r' O eure the indisputable riglit of publishing a particular book,

by paying for it, than to have to sulimit to the keen competition sud
rivslry which the large profits of the business have crested. The bill
of lait session did not pass, however, and there is no movement in
Congrress now with a view to securing this equitable form of legisîs-
tion.

The request of the puhishinS interest is nothing more than equity
deinauds should lie granted to A. Lt asks no proictiou against the
pulishers of the UJnited States. It siînply desires to be placed upon
the same footing ; snd surely a colon y is entitled to at lenat equal
privileges with a foreign country. Did Causdian publishers soek for
any special protection, they wonbd obtain ne support from us. They
desire none. What they ask wouid lie but simple justice to themselves,
and would lie quite fair as regards the British author. We question if
the permission to reprint British works in Canada woubd not give
mnany of them a far greater circulation here than couid ho obtained
in auy other way ; and whist this increased circulation would he for
the advantage of our own pubishers, the authors would receive the
duty ont of which they are now oftcn cheated, and which, in any case,
they obtain to hut a Iiiuited extent.Th e concession would also grive a statits to the litcrary profession
here, which is now entirely wantiug. T1here is niow no recoguized liter-
ature in Canada, exccpt that of the newspapers, which, however
powerful and useful, is net of a permanent character. Men with bramas
and the education more suite dt o a literiry than any ot.her career
would find profitable employment. Inthe whole business of pnblishing
there would le a marked change for the better.

The Pictou Standard aye :
We observe that the attention of Publishers throughout the Domi-

niion is attracted to the obstacles which lie ils the way cf successful
pnbishiug under existing circunistances. At prescut Americau
reprints cf British works are admitted into thc Domsinion, at a duty
cf 121 per cent. which is seeured to the English authors ns a compen-
sation. Publishers here cannet repubiish English works at ahl, except
with the permission of the author, and the consoquence is that the
Ujnited States press supplies us with these werks which miglitlie
publisbed here with advantage. The effeet of this is that the workmeu
snd others eugaged in the pubishingr business, go to the United
States, and thus will draw a large amount of skill, babor sud capital
from the country. It is contended that the same privilege shonld lie
extended to the Publishers of British North American as to thoae of
the States, and that the amount of duty, 124ù per cent, shonid lie secured
to the English coppyholder as at present. We think this view is oe
that will cernmend itself to every person of sense, and that the
General Goverument shoubd at once take the matter in hand, aud

rendeavor te obtain for the publisheî-s here, the same prvileges
Iextended to the foreign publishers. There eau lie ne don bt, if the
matter is properby represented, that the British Goverument wlll lie
quite ready te grant the privilege, sud the subjeet is se important,
net onby to the publishers but also te the reading public, who wonld
thus lie suppbied with reading matter at a iowcr rate than at present,
that we hope ne efforts will lie spared hy the anthorities te ebtain se
désirable a boon.

The Stanstead Journal sys:

The publication cf boeks in Canada is in its infancy. It us true a
-few original works have been pnuished whidh are very creditable te
hoth authors and publishers. There is eue brandi of the business
which might lie made heth profitable te the publisher and the reading

epubic,-we refer te the reprinting of Englisli copyrights. The copy-
arigrhts secured in Great Britain extend te ail ber dependencies, of

t course preventing by law the republicatien here of sueli works.
-American publishera therefore have every advatage- there being
ine international copyright law,- ever the Canadian pblisher., As
sthe inatter stands at present, British books may lie auare reprinted
-in the United States and sold in Canada with ne sdvantage te the
author, whie the Canadisu publishers wiiling ,te pay for the priviiege

-which the Americans appropriate, canuet secure it, on any ternas.
ýs This priviiege is deniod te Provinîcial pulilishers on t.he ground that
vf it weuld interfere with the sales of the Euglish puhuishers. This isaa
efallacy, in înest cases, inasmudli as Canada is flooded with cheap

is reprints freni the United States, few of which psy duty. But were
d the duty paid, thé American worka weuld still underseli the English

e- dition.
Lt This condition of affairs is a hardship te a large class of persons who
it would obtain remunerative enlployment in the reproduction of valu-
iable works at prices whidh would compete with the American editiens

sa were they aleowed te reprint upen equitable ternis, say 12J per cent.
i- upon sales, while the owner of the copyright weould reap more henefit
4 than h. now obtains under the preseat anomalous state of affairal.


